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Fourth Sunday after pentecost     June 16, 2024 

(Divine Service 4  )        8:00 and 11:00 
 

WELCOME GUESTS If youôre looking for a church home, we hope youôll consider Redeemer. 

Check out the resources on the information cart, the library in the narthex, or www.redeemer-

lutheran.net.  If you have questions about this congregation or about the Lutheran Church, feel 

free to ask an usher or the Pastor.  Please fill out a fellowship card (found in this worship bulletin) 

and drop it in todayôs collection plate, providing a phone number and e-mail address. To offer a 

special public thanksgiving prayer or for those in need, please fill out a blue ñPrayer Cardò found 

in the narthex.  Give the card to an usher or place it in the offering plate. Large print versions of 

this bulletin are available upon request at the ushersô station.  Thank you for worshiping with us. 
 

Prayer upon Entering  
Dear Father in Heaven, you have, in your mercy, planted your life-giving Word in my heart.  

Forgive my sins and renew my trust in your Son, that I may be found faithful when you come to 

take me home.  In Jesusô name.  Amen 
 

THE PARABLE OF THE SEED (Mark 4:26-34)  And [Jesus] said, So is the kingdom of God, as 

if a man should cast seed into the ground, and should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed 

should spring and grow up, he knows not how.  For the earth brings forth fruit of herself; first the 

blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.  But when the fruit is brought forth, 

immediately he puts in the sickle because the harvest is come.  Here is another parable, addressed 

especially to the disciples, and containing an important lesson for them in their future work.  If a 

farmer sows good seed into his fields, all his worrying about the crop will avail him nothing.  He 

will tend to his other work and will follow his usual mode of living: he will go to rest in the 

evening and get up in the morning.  He knows that it rests with God to give the increase.  And 

this is as it should be.  For it is Godôs promise that seed-time and harvest shall not cease. (Genesis 

8:22) By the course of nature, which God has ordered, the seed sprouts, the blade appears, the ear 

develops, the grain matures.  And thus it is in spiritual matters.  When a pastor has preached the 

Word, publicly and from house to house, he has done that work for which he has been called.  

Worrying about results is as foolish as it is useless.  The power of God is in the Word, and it rests 

with him to bless the proclamation of the Gospel according to his promise that his Word will not 

return to him void (Isaiah 55:10-11).  God must give the increase (I Corinthians 3:6-7).  Too many 

pastors, especially young pastors, as it has been put somewhat quaintly, want to turn around and 

go into the field with the reaper after they have just come out with the drill.  When Godôs time 

has come, then the harvest may be gathered; he will send his scythe and bring in the ripe sheaves.
                -Kretzmann 

 

Prelude  
 

 

 

Opening Verse  
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made. 

Cong.: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.          (Psalm 118:24) 
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T  Preparation  T  
Pastor:  O Lord, open my lips, 

Cong.: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 

 

 

Hymn  

ñOpen Now Thy Gates of Beautyò   [LSB hymn 901] 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Stand   Confession and Absolution  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong.: Amen.           (Matthew 28:19b) 
 

 



 3 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

Cong.: who made heaven and earth.             (Psalm 124:8) 
 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

Cong.: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.    (Psalm 130:3-4) 
 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear Godôs Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and  

   receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let  

   us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we  

   have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our  

   sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of  

   God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,  

  be merciful to me, a sinner.              (Luke 18:13b) 
 

Cong.: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to  

           everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives  

   you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I  

   therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of  

   the Holy Spirit. 

Cong.: Amen.              (John 20:19-23) 
 

 

T  Service of the Word  T  
Introit   (Psalm 92:12-15; antiphon: Psalm 92:1) 

 

Pastor:  It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

             The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

Cong.: They are planted in the house of the LORD;  

           they flourish in the courts of our God. 
 

Pastor: They still bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and green,  

Cong.: to declare that the LORD is upright;  

            he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
 

All:     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

           as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Pastor: It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

 

 

 Kyrie       (Mark 10:47) 
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Gloria in Excelsis    (Luke 2:14; John 1:29) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Salutation     (2 Timothy 4:22) 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

Cong.: And with your spirit . 
 

 

Collect of the Day  
 

Pastor: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 

grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Cong.: Amen. 
 

 

Sit   Readings from Holy Scripture  
Elder:  The Lord be with you. 

Cong.: And also with you. 
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Old Testament Reading (page 704 in the pew Bibles)                                Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 

 Thus says the Lord GOD: ñI myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set 

it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it 

on a high and lofty mountain. On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear 

branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; 

in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. And all the trees of the field shall know 

that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, 

and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.ò 
 

Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle (page 966 in the pew Bibles)                                                        2 Corinthians 5:11-20 
 

 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, 

and I hope it is known also to your conscience. We are not commending ourselves to you again 

but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about 

outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 

concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those 

who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded 

Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who 

through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ 

God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 

making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
 

Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand                                 Alleluia  

 

 

         (John 20:31) 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 

Cong: Glory to You, O Lord . 
 

Holy Gospel (page 839 in the pew Bibles)                                                           Mark 4:26-34 
 

 [Jesus] said, ñThe kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps 

and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The earth produces 

by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at 

once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.ò 

 And he said, ñWith what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for 

it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and 

puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.ò 

 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. He did not 

speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 
 

Pastor: This the Gospel of Our Lord. 

Cong:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed  
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again  

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living  

     and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

     glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit     Hymn  of the month  

ñCreator Spirit, by Whose Aidò   [LSB hymn 500] 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sit          Sermon  

ñNew Creationò 
(Pastor Jim Toma) 

 

 

  Offertory       (Psalm 51:10-12) 

 

 

 
Continues on 

next page 
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Offering  
You may place your offering in the plate as you exit the service. 

 

 

Stand                                         Prayer of the Church    (1 Timothy 2:1- 4) 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 
 

  O Most High, we give thanks to You that You have planted Your Holy Word among us.  

  Give healthy growth to Your Church, that she may weather the storm-winds of this  

  world steadfast in Christ, ever bearing the fruits of love and singing praises to Your  

  name.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: Lord God, Your Holy Spirit plants Your Word and causes it to sprout and grow as it  

  pleases You.  Bless the preaching and teaching of Your Word, that Your kingdom may  

  be extended, and give us thankful hearts to marvel at Your work.  Send faithful laborers  

  into Your fields to scatter Your seed here and abroad, that in due time a harvest may be  

  reaped for Your glory.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: O Lord, the great I AM, what You have spoken You will surely do.  We implore You  

  for the sake of Christ and Your many precious promises to bless and defend our homes,  

  to make the efforts of parents fruitful in the teaching of their children, and to preserve  

  them in the saving faith of Jesus.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: Father, we are bold to ask for all things because You have given us Your Spirit as a  

  guarantee.  Hear us as we intercede in Jesusô name for those in every need especiallyé.  

  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: God of all mercy, through the abundance of Your steadfast love You gather us into Your  

  house and to Your Supper.  Give all who commune this day a holy fear of Your wrath  

  and faith in Your promises, that they would receive Christôs body and blood for the  

  forgiveness of sins.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
Continues on next page 
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Pastor: Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood is named, we give You thanks for earthly  

  fathers.  Give them confidence in their station and zeal for their task to care for their  

  families faithfully.  Make them examples to their children of godly life and love of Your  

  Word.  Bless their work of bringing up children in the fear and instruction of the Lord,  

  and give them the comfort of Your absolution over all their shortcomings.  Gather us  

  together with all our fathers to Your eternal household; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  

  our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Cong.: Amen.  
 
 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T  
Preface  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

Cong.: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

Cong.: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cong.: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give  

   thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless  

   blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.  Above all, we give thanks for  

   Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,  

   into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die  

   eternally.  Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all  

   who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.  

   Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and  

   magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 

 

Sanctus     (Isaiah 6:3; Mathew 21:9) 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us  

   and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but  

   have eternal life. 
 

  In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the  

  forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.   

  Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son Jesus  

  Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 

  We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.   

  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross  

  and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body  

  and blood. 
 

                  Lordõs Prayer    (Matthew 6: 9-13) 
 

Pastor:  Remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;   

  give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses  

      as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

        forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 

Words of Our Lord  
(Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25) 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when  

  He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: ñTake, eat;  

  this is My T  body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.ò 
 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,  

  He gave it to them, saying: ñDrink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in  

  My T  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as  

  you drink it, in remembrance of Me.ò 
 

 

Pax Domini       (John 20:19) 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Cong.: Amen. 
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Agnus Dei       (John 1: 29) 

 

 

 

 
 

The Lordôs Supper is celebrated at this altar in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord gives 

into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His 

table those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lordôs body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 

yet instructed, are in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The 

Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with 

the pastor of this congregation.  For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff, 10:32ff, 18:15-35, 26:26-29; 1 

Corinthians 11:17-34. 
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Prayer before Communing  

 Almighty Lord Jesus Christ, as often as I shall come to Your holy table to refresh my spirit, 

pray You to make me, unworthy as I am, worthy through Your grace; impure as I am, to make me 

clean; naked as I am, to clothe me, so that Your body, so full of divine power, and Your most 

precious blood may not become for me, Your servant, the occasion for judgment or punishment, 

but a memorial of the death You underwent for me, a strengthening of my faith, a proof of the 

taking away of my sins, a bond of closer union with You and Your people, an increase of holiness, 

the basis of a glad resurrection, and a pledge of everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Sit      Distribution  

ñI Come, O Savior, to Thy Tableò   [LSB hymn 618] 
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ñCome Down, O Love Divineò   [LSB hymn 501] 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


