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Prayer 

Lord, be with us today as we hear your word. Help us to understand 

your world from your perspective and give us wisdom to discern your 

ways and patience as you unveil your plans to us. 

 Amen 

Planner 

As most of you probably know, part of my weekday job is to help 

business owners create plans – business plans, strategic plans, and so 

on.  I work with owners and their teams to research the facts, find focus, 

develop options, look at contingencies and tell their story in words and 

numbers.  Even in my personal life, I prefer planning over spontaneity. 

But the plan itself is much less valuable than going through the planning 

process.  To quote a president some of you may remember, Eisenhower 

said: 

In preparing for battle I have always found that plans are 

useless, but planning is indispensable. 

Similarly, a German military leader from the 1800’s (Moltke) said: 
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No plan survives first contact with the enemy. 

And sometimes, what appears to be a failure in planning turns out for 

the best.  My extended family had planned a cruise for March of 2020, 

which was cancelled weeks before sailing due to COVID.  The event was 

planned and cancelled several more times, but we finally got to the dock 

in January 2022, but were turned away because several of us tested 

positive for COVID.  The silver lining is that the cruise finally happened 

this past Thanksgiving and everyone got to go, thanks to the cruise line 

relaxing their vaccination requirements. 

God’s Plan Foolish? 

The New Living Translation of today’s text says in part: 

Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. This foolish 

plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans. 

We don’t hear the word fool or foolish often these days; the Greek word 

is the same as our English word moron. Paul wants us to understand the 

extreme nature of the situation. 
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 God’s foolish plan is a cosmic face-palm. (Show) It’s like the drill 

sergeant asking the recruit “What were you thinking?” and then giving 

the answer himself “Oh, you weren’t!”  It’s like the thief who broke into 

a house to steal a television and then got caught when he returned to 

steal the remote.  It’s when Wild Wing of the Anaheim Ducks caught 

himself on fire attempting to leap over a burning wall.  It’s like Minnesota 

Viking Jim Marshall, a two-time pro-bowl player and team captain, 

recovering a fumble and returning it 66 yards the wrong way. 

Let’s look at how God’s foolish plan for our salvation, our restoration of 

relationship with Him, hinted at in the Garden of Eden, unfolded and 

how He used the foolish acts of men to accomplish His purpose. 

Abraham 

For a long time, God’s plan was mostly hidden, but then God reached 

out to a desert nomad from what is today Iran, called to him, and said 

two things: 

(1) Stop wandering, move your extended family 700 miles, and 

settle down. 

(2) Your descendants  will be as numerous as the stars in the sky. 
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While difficult, Abram, was able to make the move.  However, he did 

question God’s plan when both he and his wife were of retirement age 

and STILL didn’t have any children. He tried to help God’s plan along by 

using another women to bear his child – bad idea!  Once he and his wife 

were able to miraculously have a son, God puts him to the test and asks 

him to sacrifice his true heir as a burnt offering!  His son is saved only 

because of the faith of Abraham in the promises of God. 

Isaac 

The true heir didn’t fare much better.  He and his older stepbrother, 

Ishmael didn’t get along well.  He did marry, but, like his father, he lied 

to the neighbors about the relationship, telling them that she was his 

sister, so that they wouldn’t kill him and take her as a wife.  Isaac and 

Rebecca eventually had twin sons, but weren’t the best of parents – 

each of them had a favorite son and they weren’t afraid to let everyone 

in the family know it.  Finally, on his deathbed, Isaac is tricked into 

giving the family blessing to the wrong son, Mom’s favorite, Jacob. It’s 

important to understand that these faults and failures could not alter 

what God had ordained; on the contrary, they served, under divine 

guidance, for the accomplishment of God’s foolish plan. 
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Jacob 

You may be familiar with the musical about Jacob and his sons. Like his 

grandfather, he too was renamed after an encounter with God; he was 

renamed Israel. Not learning from his parents, he had twelve sons 

through four women and had favorites of both.  The sibling rivalry was 

so bad that the brothers decided to kill Joseph, the beloved son.  Being 

greedy, they instead sold Joseph as a slave and told their dad that a 

beast killed him.  It should be clear by now that God has chosen to work 

with and through sinful people, like you and me, to accomplish His 

foolish plan to restore the relationship between God and Man that was 

finished when Jesus died on the cross. 

Joseph 

Joseph, that favorite son, with the coat of many colors, had a life that 

was a roller-coaster of being favored and forgotten, of being rewarded 

and punished.  Through it all, he was able to cling to the promises of 

God and remember that in whatever circumstances he found himself, 

he would serve and honor God.  It was his position of power in Egypt 

that allowed Israelites – 70 or so including his parents, his sibling, and 

their extended families – to take refuge there during a great famine. 
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Moses 

The next significant unfolding is when the house of Israel, now 

numbering in the thousands, led by a reluctant leader, Moses, who has 

been exiled because of murder, leaves Egypt for the promised land.  

Along the way, God reveals to His chosen people the Ten 

Commandments – the Law.  As Lutherans, we say the Law has three 

uses; One of the uses is as a curb – to keep us in safely in our lane.  It 

reminds me of the bumpers used in bowling alleys to keep the ball from 

going into the gutter, from becoming useless. God uses the law to help 

protect us from becoming useless to Him. 

Moses doesn’t get to enter the promised land and neither do most of 

those who left Egypt with him, because they didn’t believe that God 

would make good on His promises to give them the land.  They didn’t 

believe, lived their lives in that disbelief, and died in the wilderness.  

God, however, was faithful and did give the next generation the 

promised land, and the descendants of Israel became a minor power in 

the Middle East. 
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David 

The height of that power was the reign of David.  Another part of God’s 

foolish plan was to use a poor shepherd to lead the nation to a military 

victory against impossible odds.  As you know, David too was a flawed 

leader – a murderer, adulterer, and liar, but God promised that David’s 

descendent would be on the throne forever.  Many during Jesus’s time 

were looking for a return to that time of glory and power. Christ is indeed 

the descendant of David who will reign forever and ever, just not in the 

earthly way that they were anticipating. 

Jesus 

God foolish plan of salvation was made fully known by the incarnation 

of His, Son, Jesus. What began on a high note of a miraculous virgin 

birth of a virgin, seemed to go downhill quickly. His appearance was 

ordinary, he spent fifteen years as a tradesman, followed by three years 

as an itinerant preacher, and finally unjust tried and sentenced to death 

by crucifixion at hands of an occupying military force.  
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Satan thought he had won. The one promised to Adam and Eve who was 

to have crushed his head was dead. The seed of Abraham, who would 

provide offspring as numerous as the stars had been defeated. The ruler 

who was to sit on David’s throne had been deposed. 

But to channel Pastor Schuldheisz and quote Aslan (the Christ figure) 

from Lewis’s the Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe: 

"It means," said Aslan, "that though the Witch (the Satanic 

figure) knew the Deep Magic, there is a magic deeper still 

which she did not know. Her knowledge goes back only to the 

dawn of time. But if she could have looked a little further back, 

into the stillness and the darkness before Time dawned, she 

would have read there a different incantation. She would have 

known that when a willing victim who had committed no 

treachery was killed in a traitor's stead, the Table would crack 

and Death itself would start working backward."  
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Our Future Together 

The knowledge and implications of God’s foolish plan continued after the 

resurrection of Christ.  The disciples felt they needed to replace Judas, 

to return the core group of twelve to full-strength.  In doing so, they did 

what might be expected of planners – they developed a set of criteria 

or qualifications to decide on a replacement.  These requirements were 

that the man had to have been with them the entire time of Jesus’ 

ministry, and to have been a witness of the resurrection and ascension 

(Acts 1:21-22). The eleven disciples proposed two men: Joseph called 

Barsabbas and Matthias (Acts 1:23). They prayed for the Lord’s direction 

(Acts 1:24-25), then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias (Acts 

1:26).  Not necessarily the wisest method to make a final choice, but 

God worked His foolish plan through their actions.  
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With Pastor Jim’s retirement, we are faced with a similar decision 

regarding Pastoral leadership.  I’m sure that God does have a foolish 

plan in mind for us too.  We need to learn both from the disciples and 

from those flawed yet redeemed heroes of the faith.  We must be wise 

in our planning, steadfast in our prayers – for Pastor Jim, for the call 

committee, and for our future Pastor. We also need to be patient in 

allowing God’s plan to unfold according to His time and not try to ‘help 

him along,’ thinking that we know better than He does. 

Listen to the words of Jerimiah (Jer 29:12) and be encouraged by them: 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans 

for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 

hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to 

me, and I will hear you. 

AMEN 
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