
1 
 

Epiphany Sunday, “Approaching God” Ephesians 3 12 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto 

You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen! 

This Sunday we are celebrating Epiphany (which actually fell on Friday, 

immediately after the 12th day of Christmas). Epiphany means to reveal. And the 

revealing we celebrate is the revealing of Jesus Christ as the Savior to the 

Gentiles, starting with the wisemen from the East being led by a star to the 

recently born Jesus. 

The Old Testament people knew that God had promised life and salvation to all 

nations as exemplified in Genesis 12:3 (God would make Abraham a blessing unto 

all nations) and from today’s Old Testament reading, Isaiah 60:3 (nations will 

come to your light). But the people of old did not know how He would do that. 

God made this clear through His Son and in the witness of the apostles. Paul’s 

letter to the Ephesians both explains this and offers God’s promises to all people. 

From the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai on, the requirements of the Law had 

distinguished Jews from Gentiles. But in His life, death and resurrection, Christ 

brought down the “the dividing wall of hostility” made of “the law of 

commandments” (Eph 2:14–15). In His life, He did not strictly uphold the Law as 

the Pharisees saw it, and He openly engaged and brought blessings to sinners, 

Samaritans, Canaanites, and other Gentiles. He did so even to the point of being 

rejected and crucified (2:16; cf. Gal 3:10–14; 4:4–7). But, God raised Jesus from 

dead, which vindicated Jesus on all counts, including His stance toward the Law 

and toward Gentiles. Now, instead of the Law separating Jews and Gentiles, God 

offered salvation apart from works of the law to both Jews and Gentiles. As Paul 

explained, Gentiles had become “fellow heirs and members of the body of Christ, 

the Church, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel” (Eph 

3:6). 

Paul calls this “the mystery of Christ” (3:3, 3:4; 3:9; Rom. 11:25–32, Col. 1:24–29). 

God had long kept it hidden, not revealing it in the past as it was now (3:5). But in 

Christ Jesus, God had now accomplished His eternal purpose (3:11).  
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God was revealing his plan through the apostles and prophets by the Holy Spirit 

(3:5) to all humankind (3:9) and even to the spiritual “principalities and powers in 

the heavenly places” (3:10). Paul himself was a minister of this gospel (3:7), 

preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ to the Gentiles (3:8). 

Epiphany’s particular theme is the revelation to all nations of God’s reign and 

salvation through Jesus Christ. 

It is important to appreciate fully what this revelation to “all nations” means for 

us. And it requires us to understand to what “all” should be compared. In this 

case, the contrast is not “all or nothing,” as it is often thought to be. It is not “all 

or some” either. It is “all or one.” Under the old covenant, when the Law of Moses 

was in effect, there was “one nation under God,” and it was Israel. The rest—the 

Gentiles—were aliens and strangers as far as life and salvation were concerned 

(Eph 2:11–12). And if that had not changed, then most of us who call ourselves 

God’s people would have remained outsiders. 

What happened? What changed? The answer, of course, is Jesus! In His life, 

death, and resurrection, He brought an end to the old covenant, including the 

reign of the law, and He called for disciples to be made of all nations—not just 

Israel (Mt. 28)—and sent apostles like Paul to all people (Eph 3:1)—not just Jews. 

Moreover, “what happened” is that the message and the promises of God came 

to us, in our time and place, and we have become “fellow heirs and members of 

one body, the Church, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the 

Gospel” (Eph 3:6). 

So, we might ask. “What now?” Paul himself urged the Ephesians to lead lives 

worthy of their calling (Eph 4:1) and to “walk as children of light” (Eph 5:8), not in 

darkness or ignorance (Eph 4:17–18; 5:8–11), which echoes the Old Testament 

lesson: “Rise, shine, for our light has come.” 

Or we might turn to the phrase, “in whom we have,” from the first chapter of 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (v. 7), where it was completed by the words 

“redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of trespasses” (1:7; cf. Col 1:14). 
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It introduces the blessings that are ours through baptismal incorporation into 

Christ, the privileges of being God’s sons. In Eph 2:18, Paul wrote in words so 

similar to the present verse: “through Him we both (Jews and Gentiles) have 

access in one Spirit to the Father”. 

These words imply “access” to the holy things of God, as well as to the intimate 

status of one who has the ear of the king. And added to that, “boldness,” or 

“access with boldness.” When used of public speaking, “boldness” means an 

attitude that does not allow the audience to intimidate the speaker, even if the 

audience is hostile. In Classical Greek context, it communicates the democratic 

right to free speech. A citizen can speak freely.  

When used in the context of speaking to God (in prayer) or having access to Him, 

the connotation is subtly different, as it is the quality of God Himself that inspires 

“boldness,” in God’s children. The Christian approaches God on the basis of His 

promises in the faith. As it says in 1 Jn 5:14, “And this is the confidence that we 

have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if 

we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

requests that we have asked of Him.” 

And on the basis of His promises in hope, as it says in 2 Cor 3:12, 15-16, “Since we 

have such a hope, we are very bold. Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil 

lies over their hearts. But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.” 

And on the basis of His promises in His blood, as He demonstrated at His last 

supper (Matt. 26:27-28) where it says, “And he took a cup, and when He had 

given thanks He gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood 

of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’” 

And on the basis of His promises in His love, as it says in 1 Jn 4:15-17, “Whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we 

have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us…By this is love 

perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment.” 
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What binds all these varied causes together, however, is Paul’s chief point in this 

verse, “in Him, (in Christ)”: because He has created access to God and we are 

joined to Him, therefore we can approach God with “boldness.” Our confidence is 

rooted in the incarnation, for we know that Christ shares our humanity and has 

experienced every trouble that plagues us (Heb 4:15–16). That is our Epiphany! 

That is what is revealed to us in these last days. And it does not express an 

arrogance, self-confidence, or swagger, but a quiet confidence that God will not 

turn us away.  

Indeed, access to God is a frightening thought if one considers what might happen 

to a sinner in the presence of a holy God. It certainly was frightening to the 

people in Moses’ day. But the repeated use of the word “boldness” shows us that 

the access Paul has in mind is Good News; it is Gospel! 

And because we receive even this faith, this trust, this belief, by grace, as a gift 

from Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection for us, we can have a sure and certain 

confidence in our salvation. For it is all based upon His faithfulness, the obedience 

and the work of Jesus Christ for us. He is faithful even when we are faithless. 

So, brothers and sisters in Christ, rest in His peace. Receive it freely. It is given 

freely in Word and Sacrament, right here, right now, in the ark of God’s church 

that carries us through this fallen world to life everlasting! 

May the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide in you to life everlasting. Amen! 


