
1 
 

Epiphany 2nd Sunday “Sustained and Guiltless” 1 Cor 1 8 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto 

You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen! 

The opening words of I Corinthians are a really powerful text, probably one of the 

most interesting addresses of any of the letters of Paul. The real meat of it is 

described in Acts 18. Briefly, while in Corinth Paul runs afoul of the Jewish 

community. He had been kicked out of the synagogue and, in a maneuver which 

may have been calculated but certainly was inflammatory, Paul set up a 

competing Christian synagogue next door. To the dismay of the Jewish 

community, the Synagogue ruler, essentially the congregational president, 

followed Paul to the new location.  

The remaining Jews were furious. They elected a new leader, likely because he 

offered up the most aggressive plan for what to do with this trouble-maker 

named Paul. At the instigation of the Jews, Paul was hauled into court before the 

Roman Proconsul, a man named Gallio, who was also the brother-in-law of 

Seneca, the famous philosopher and advisor to the current emperor, Nero. The 

Jews of Corinth were trying to do to Paul what the Jews in Jerusalem did to Jesus. 

They laid a charge of sedition against Paul before the governor, with the likely 

intent that Gallio would have him arrested, perhaps executed as happened to 

Jesus. It doesn’t work. Gallio dismisses the case against Paul as a religious dispute 

which has no standing in a Roman court. The members of the Jewish synagogue 

then turn against their leader, the man who had brought the suit, their attorney 

of sorts, and beat him in front of the court building and Gallio just watches all of 

this. The beaten synagogue ruler’s name was Sosthenes (Acts 18:17).  

This episode in Corinth may have happened in the following way: Sosthenes is 

lying in the dust, bruised, bloody, and beaten by his own fellow Jews. The Romans 

won’t help him. The members of the Synagogue surely won’t. It is then that a 

hand reaches down to him and a voice says, “Sosthenes, let’s go home and get 

you cleaned up.” It’s Paul. In the Epistle reading, Paul puts his arm around the 

man who tried to have the Romans kill him and calls that man a brother (1 Cor. 

1:1). 
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“Father, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” 

This can be a terribly frightening concept if you get right down to it. As C. S. Lewis 

once said, most everyone is in favor of forgiveness until they have to do it 

themselves.  

Notice how Paul leads by example. The man who brought him to trial is now a 

brother. See what Jesus can do? There is no conflict in the congregation in Corinth 

that is bigger than the forgiveness of Jesus. If Paul can call Sosthenes a brother, 

they can be united in the love that is found in Christ. 

The basic evangelistic message of Epiphany is well served by this. The greatest 

detriment to the evangelistic outreach of the church in North America is that we 

have forgotten the essential power of forgiveness to give us love and joy. If I am 

angry or hurt by my fellow congregant, I am loathe to bring a friend to that place. 

But if that place is the place where forgiveness reigns in my life, I can joyfully 

bring a friend or even an enemy because in Christ there are no enemies. This true 

forgiveness which Christ works is amazing for its ability to instill passion and life to 

congregations. The hard part is often the first part – we have to honestly own up 

to our own sins and the sins of others. It will not feel “nice” to do so, but the end 

results are far better than feeling nice; they are positively divine. 

The Collect for today asks God for peace. We find in Paul the very illustration of 

the peace that God gives. He has no enemies. Even Sosthenes who tried kill Paul 

was not an enemy. He was made a brother and called as much in this reading. Can 

we live a radically different sort of community in this place which knows no 

enemies, only people for whom Jesus died and has forgiven? What would our 

community look like if we received the answer to the prayer we prayed? What 

would it look like if we lived this way? Would that be attractive to this cynical 

world? 

This is rooted in the prayer of thanksgiving which Paul prays here. They have 

already been given a grace from God. This grace has enriched them in all speech 

and knowledge and now they lack no good thing. Even though, the reason for the 

letter is that their speech is impoverished. They are treating one another terribly.  
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Despite their behavior, he thanks God that they are totally equipped by God with 

every spiritual gift. He has given them what it takes to turn their enemies into 

brothers. They have the equipment, the love, the forgiveness, the words to say.  

Jesus will keep them guiltless to the end. God has brought them into the 

fellowship of his Son. 

We have the ability to forgive sins, and if we don’t forgive them, if we are 

unwilling to forgive the penitent sinner, we have a 5th petition of the Lord’s Prayer 

problem: Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

We are empowered to forgive sins. We have the gift from God to forgive 

someone and make a brother out of an enemy. That is a spiritual gift – exercise it!  

Paul speaks of them as being rich in Christ; they are well equipped. Paul speaks of 

Jesus’ presence. Jesus is right there; their peace is right there. He sustains them, 

righteous until the end. Corinth was a very conflicted congregation and probably 

felt pretty unworthy. But Paul never calls them that. He points to the Jesus who is 

there, who will make them right.  

Our Epistle reading stresses that it is Christ and His work that confirms and 

establishes or sustains us until the Day of our Lord. And that sustaining confirms 

that we will be found guiltless on the Last Day, that no indictment or charge can 

be laid against us in the Judgment on the Last Day, for the Lord Jesus has taken 

upon Himself our sins and transgressions. He confirms it by keeping us in the true 

faith so that we have daily forgiveness of sins and protection from evil so that the 

devil will have no power over us. 

If we were left to depend upon ourselves, we would surely be lost. But Jesus 

Christ, through whom we were called, is the agent of our salvation. His 

faithfulness reaches back to the very first moment of our saving contact with Him 

and extends all the way to the Last Day. 

Faithful is God in respect to all that He does for our salvation and we can trust 

Him completely. He imputes the righteousness of Jesus life, death and 

resurrection to us by grace, as a gift. Therefore, the reason for every believer’s 

acceptance by God rests completely and solely on Christ alone.  



4 
 

This promise is made with such certainty and as such an accomplished fact that it 

should bring forth unending and unquenchable joy and sure hope. The deepest 

ground and firmest foundation of all this Good News is the fidelity of God, who 

cannot lie. For we have been brought to faith by Him and united with Him in a 

spiritual union into His one body. 

His guarantee is that it is all in His hands and has been accomplished for us in 

Christ Jesus’ person and work on the cross. Now, Christ is the Firstborn from the 

dead among many brothers, and we are joint heirs with Him of the blessings of 

eternal life. And since He is our exalted Lord and Savior, our communion with Him 

imbues us with His glory. 

So, our Christian faith is not some vague and uncertain hope! It is based upon the 

fact that we have received a guarantee of the final realization of our hope. As 

Martin Luther said, “What Christ has begun in you, and what He has already given 

you, in that He will surely keep you until the end and into eternity…only you can 

willfully cast it from you. His Word and His promise given you, and His work which 

He performs in you, is not changeable like the words and work of men. It is sure 

and certain and a divinely immovable Truth. Since, then, you have such a divine 

call, take comfort in it and rely upon it firmly!” 

And may the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide in you to life everlasting. Amen! 


