Pentecost 19 Wise for Salvation 2 Timothy 3 15

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto
You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen!

This is a great text, and worthy of preaching. It really helps us see the centrality of
the Word in the first century vision of worship by the Apostle and the
communities of Christians that he gathered.

But notice also the basis for the whole exhortation. Paul encourages Timothy to
continue in what he has learned and has firmly believed. There is that faith thing
again. It takes faith to read that text and listen to it and put it into practice in life.
If it will reprove, correct and train us, we must hear it, believe it, and trust it. It
must be God’s Word to us, the precious communication from God which
refreshes our very being.

It takes that old and sturdy faith to let the Word have its way with you. You
cannot think your way into being His witness nor can you imagine that the simple
power of your own word can really make a difference. God is at work here. You
know that you have much greater enemies than the deceivers of our modern
world. Our enemy is ancient and prowls like a roaring lion. My weapons and yours
are insufficient for that fight, but God’s Word, for all its weakness and seeming
impotence before all the slings and arrows of the devil in this world, that Word is
the only victory we will know. That word has conquered death itself.

What do our ears itch to hear today? Too often we have turned the Bible into a
strong thing which reflects a strong God. | am not saying God is not strong, but
this seems to be to be just as much a pandering to itching ears as the prosperity
gospel guy who fills a stadium says, or the liberal church down the road does by
painting a rainbow on the sign. Everyone panders in a sense. We preach against
homosexuality and decry the prosperity gospel types, and we nod our heads and
are glad that we are not like other sinners, that is our self-righteousness.



But we forget that the Scriptures are given to us to make us wise for salvation.
How is that exactly? Well, this is not going to make us comfortable, but efforts to
make the Word of God “strong” may be in fact misguided when the Word
Incarnate who came and dwelt among us saved us by submitting, by submitting,
to the cruel treatment of the men who drove Him up a hill to a grisly death on a
cross. He could have called down twelve legions of angels, but he did not. Our
preaching of the Word cannot lose sight of that very Word made into bruised,
bleeding, and crucified flesh...the sacrificial Lamb of God who takes away our sin.

The past two weeks have heard the apostle encourage the “next generation” (1:2)
to carry on and carry out the gift of God “delegated” to Timothy (1:6) as one of
Paul’s dearest and most trusted co-workers in ministry, keeping and proclaiming
the “pattern of sound words” (1:13) and confession of Christ (2:11-13).

In the intervening section (2:14—3:13), Paul charges Timothy to keep his focus and
stay the course as one “approved by God” (2:1), especially in light of the “hard
times” of these gray and latter days, of which the persecutions that Paul endured
are typical and expected (3:1-13).

Thus, the central message of this week’s reading is to stay grounded in the Word
of God. Verse 14 ties the Holy Scriptures to the past; As for you, Timothy,
continue in what you have learned from your Jewish mother, even from infancy.
The term “sacred writings” is used only here, but the reference is to the Hebrew
Scriptures, the Old Testament, but with the purpose of salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus. As Jesus Himself “interpreted” the scriptures to the disciples on the
Emmaus road, the Hebrew Scriptures are “the ones having power to make you
wise for salvation,” but only as tied to Jesus Christ as God’s promised and planned
fulfillment of the entire story from old creation to new creation.

In verse 16 Paul elaborates on the authority, power, and purpose of “all
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Scripture.” The scope of “all” in light of the reference to Jesus Christ, as both the
key to salvation and the object of preaching in 4:2, includes both the Word that is
Christ and whatever forthcoming New Testament writings about Christ that would

come to be included in the “God-breathed” writings.
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For all Scripture has its source in the life-giving Word of God, which spoke things
into existence in Genesis 1 and breathed life into the human ‘adam in Genesis 2.
Secondly, this Scripture is “useful”, purposeful, with a very practical goal, all of
which leads to righteousness, which in biblical theology is both vertical, from God
as salvation, and horizontal, as the new man expresses the righteousness of God
in and through Christ unto all the world. This is at the heart of what we often call
“spiritual formation,” the stuff beyond the cognitive (where we have often lodged
our expressions of doctrine) to include also our being and doing, all based on our
new identity in Christ.

Paul summarizes the overall goal as being complete, or “able to meet all
demands” for actually doing/working the goodness of God, as the new creation
breaks in through the kingdom of God that again makes His creation “good.”

It is not clear if Paul is telling Timothy to engage in these activities for others or
whether they apply to him as one on whom Scripture has first worked (cf 2:15),
but both apply: before teaching and correcting others, one is first taught,
corrected, formed in righteousness. But Paul continues with an exhortation more
clearly to Timothy, with God and Christ as witnesses, no less, and in anticipation
of Christ’s coming in judgment at the consummation of the kingdom, which gives
both urgency and the anticipation of deliverance in the “terrible times” (3:1). Five
imperatives follow from knowing the Holy Scriptures as one wise in salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ, starting with “proclaim the word”, both the person
and message of God’s Word in Christ (2:11ff) and the “broad” sense of God’s
revelation in Scripture (2:9,15, cf 3:15-16).

The four commands that follow, teaching, reproof, correction, and training pick
up the sense of the four “useful purposes” of the God-breathed Scriptures in 3:16,
starting with ‘be ready in the task’, in both the ‘good opportune time’ and the
‘not opportune time’ a creative word play, not limiting our readiness to when
times seem right, but creating a readiness that leaves no time out. Then comes
the same verb for “rebuke” as in 3:16, and next, more than just telling someone
that something is wrong, actually telling him to stop.



You know, the “Am | my brother’s keeper?” part. Finally comes “encouragement”
modified by the phrase, ‘with complete patience and teaching’.

Paul highlights the reason for this exhortation and recalls the “at all times” word
play of the beginning of verse 2. But he describes a particularly ‘not-fitting’ time in
what follows. A time when people will hear what they want to hear and believe
what they want to believe in order to suit their own passions. Such times sound
remarkably like our own, but are typical of all times and places until the kingdom
comes with power once for all.

And so, four more commands follow, which could be summarized as ‘devote
yourself fully to the Scriptures you have been taught, at all times, in all situations
(both “good” and “not good”), doing whatever it takes, always proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom, each in your own vocations.

The passage speaks to the general incorporation of us all into the story of God’s
inspired Scriptures, just as they were taught to young Timothy long before his
vocation was known. This is the cause to which all of us in the kingdom are
devoted, as God’s story defines our identity and shapes our lives. And the story
we have learned is about salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. And it is more
than knowledge of Jesus and correct doctrine; it is about our formation in
righteousness as those who are the body of Christ into all the world, in all time
and in all places, at the best of times and, yes, the worst of times, the “d-kaipwc”
times, too.

And this wisdom unto salvation is a gift. It is not a feeling. It is not knowledge. It is
not anything within us...God forbid that our salvation should depend upon our
strength, or wisdom, or anything we feel. No, praise God! He takes it all out of our
hands and leaves nothing to chance. The Good News, the Gospel, is that God in
Christ Jesus’ person and work on the cross and resurrection has done everything
necessary to save us already. No work we did, or do or will do, no deed of evil or
good, evil or good, that you have done or will do can add to or undo what God has
already accomplished for you in Christ Jesus.



And you receive this through faith that is freely given through God’s Word which
carries with it the Holy Spirit into your ears creating the faith that receives these
great gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let that sink in a bit. That is true
freedom. That is something you should truly want to share! For at the end of
Jesus work on the cross, He said, “It is finished!” Thank you, Jesus, for finishing a
work we could never accomplish. Amen!

May the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the
power of the Holy Spirit abide in you to life everlasting. Amen!



