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Prayer 

Abba, Father, open our hearts to your word and teach us what it means 

to be a member of your royal family. 

AMEN 

Background 

In the chapter just before today’s Epistle, St. Paul talks about how 

Christians should behave as members of a household – an economic 

unit.  In Today’s reading, he sharpens the focus to the relationship 

between parents and children, both here on earth with our mortal 

parents and with God, our heavenly Father and King of all creation. 

While we don’t have royalty here in the U.S, we do have Presidents, 

CEO’s, and celebrities who have families.  However, their fame and 

prestige may come and go with public opinion, so they really don’t last 

the test of time. Outside of the U.S., the British Royal family is probably 

the best known; it too, however, falls short of a perfect analogy with 

God’s royal family, since Britain is constitutional Monarchy, not an 

absolute one – where the ruler’s word is law and their power is without 

question.  The royal family pictured on the bulletin are Romanovs, the 
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martyred rulers of imperial Russia – they did indeed have absolute 

power . . . until they didn’t. 

In the Spotlight 

So how does it feel to be members of a royal family?  One of the realities 

is that there are expectations that you are supposed to live up to and 

the public is watching your every move.  While not to the same extent, 

people who know that we are Christians have similar expectations and 

are watching our words and deeds, sometimes without us even realizing 

it.  Have you ever had anyone excuse themselves in your presence 

because of their language?  Or maybe they were shocked when your 

attitudes or behaviors didn’t match their expectations of what Christians 

do or do not do? 

While we are family, there should also be a healthy respect, if not fear 

and awe for royal Father’s absolute power.  There is a great example of 

this attitude in the Old Testament book of Esther. Esther, the Queen, 

when she entered the throne room of her husband the King, understood 

that since she entered without invitation, she could be put to death just 

because she had broken protocol, had not followed the rules of the court. 
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With Privilege 

On the flip side, being a royal has some advantages: You typically have 

protection, be it well-armed bodyguards or guardian angels. You have 

access to the seat of power, whether by walking into a throne room 

occupied by a mortal relative or by praying to our Father, God almighty, 

seated in the throne room of heaven. Your physical needs – your daily 

bread – are provided for you. You get invited to all the best dinners and 

parties, in restaurants, in banquet halls, or here at the altar. However, 

unlike earthly royalty, God’s family is eternal, and the benefits are 

everlasting. 

Best Behavior? 

And how do we respond? Like most children, we aren’t always on our 

best behavior. This lack of doing the right thing God calls sin, missing 

the mark. The text emphasizes both the parallels and the differences 

between divine and earthly discipline. Note that the text used the word 

discipline and not punishment. Discipline focuses on helping us become 

the best versions of ourselves, to realize our potential, to reach 

maturity. In contrast, punishment is focused on paying a price for our 

actions. Another way of looking at discipline is like physical 
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rehabilitation. I don’t know how many of you have ever had to do rehab 

for an injury; but I recently hurt my shoulder and the therapist pushed 

hard and it hurt – however the purpose was to restore the joints and 

muscles to full function and remove any disability as soon as possible. 

Christ our Brother 

Going back to that word punishment for a moment. Since God is just, 

does He give His children a bye on the punishment they are due? No – 

he doesn’t. 

While we have been adopted through baptism into the royal family, 

there is one person who was born into it – Jesus, the firstborn among 

many brothers (Rom 8:29). Jesus is the perfect older brother; not only 

was He perfectly behaved and did nothing wrong, He covers for us as 

well. When we screw-up, when we sin, He steps forward and takes the 

Father’s punishment in our place. This He did once and for all, on the 

Hill outside of Jerusalem two millennium ago for all the sins of each and 

every person, even though we see those sins as past, present, or future. 

And He does this not expecting anything from us, but does it purely out 

of His brotherly love for us. 
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Family Life 

Since by Jesus’ death on the cross, the demands of the old covenant, 

the Law, have been satisfied, how do we then live?  God challenges us 

to live a holy life, to be more like Jesus, to be sanctified.  He also 

encourages us to avoid fighting like brothers and sisters often do, and 

to live in peace with everyone. Finally, He asks us to be like Jesus and 

to look after one another and have each other’s backs. 

And recognizing that we can’t do any of this by our own will, He has 

given us a helper, the indwelling Holy Spirit, who WILL bring to 

completion the good work that God began in each of us when we first 

believed. 

AMEN – meaning “so be it” 
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