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Prayer 

Lord, we don’t often long for heaven. We’re creatures of this world and 

often crave worldly things, not heavenly ones. I ask you would grow a 

desire in all of us for heaven. Help us not be satisfied with the things of 

this world, but long for closeness with you and the perfection of eternity 

in your presence. Lord, thank you for the hope of heaven and the joy 

we will have when we get there! 

AMEN 

Background 

Today’s epistle is from Paul’s letter to the church at Colossae; it 

addresses problems in the local congregation and challenges believers 

to examine their lives and be transformed through the love of Jesus.  I’d 

like to focus on how WHERE we are looking has a significant impact upon 

our response to the world around us 

Proclamation 

The reading starts with the assumption of the finished work of Christ on 

the cross on our behalf. It was on that cross that Jesus bled and died to 

satisfy the righteous judgment of God against His fallen creation, against 
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sinner like you and me. Jesus gives that gift of a restored relationship 

with God to us a gift, free and clear.  

I like the New Living Translation of verse 1 better than what was read 

earlier.  Our ears hear the phrase “if then” as a conditional, as if might 

NOT be true. The NLT instead uses the word “since,” which fits better 

with the following words “you have been raised” because they’re in a 

tense and voice indicating that the action of being raised is something 

done TO you, not BY you, in the past and continuing into the present.  

We who were once dead in our trespasses and separated from our 

Creator have now been raised to new life; through water and word Jesus 

has placed within us the Holy Spirit and made us members of His body, 

the church. 

Focus on the World 

Much of the middle section of the text is a laundry list of sins.  It includes 

sins both big and small; if we are to be honest with ourselves and 

acknowledge that we do indeed sin in thought, word, and deed, then 

we’ve most likely committed all of the enumerated sins at one point or 

another in our lives. 
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Because of our sin nature, our motivations and responses are never pure 

and holy, let me illustrate how our response may differ significantly 

based on our where we are looking. 

Let’s say you see a movie star or athlete.  Focusing on the things of 

Earth, our sinful responses might include: 

(1) Envy or coveting – I wish I looked like that or I wish I had 

a body like that. 

(2) Idolatry – They’re my hero and role model! 

(3) Jealousy or lust – I wish my spouse or date had a body like 

that. 

(4) Pride or not putting the best construction on things – I’ll 

bet they’ve had plastic surgery or used steroids. 

I could go on, but you get the point; we can easily sin when we focus 

on the creation, and not the creator. 

If we were to be able to focus on the things of Heaven, we might instead 

say things like: 
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What a beautiful and inspiring person God has made! or 

How marvelous and complex are your designs, oh God! 

Or similar words of praise to the Creator for what He has made. 

Focus on the Heaven 

And those words – reflecting thanks and praise, along with honor and 

glory are the words that come to mind when we focus our eyes toward 

heaven and the things of the spirit. As the text indicates, our real life is 

hidden with Christ, who is seated in Heaven at God’s right hand. 

Scripture is consistent in reminding us to keep our focus on the eternal, 

on our home in heaven and not on the temporary homes we currently 

inhabit. 

As Paul writes to the Philippians (Phil 3:20): 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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And to the Corinthians (II Cor 5:20): 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 

appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. 

As ambassadors - representative from one culture to another - we 

indeed are called to join Jesus on His mission, and as members of this 

body, to be the voice, hands, and feet of Christ to those whom God has 

laid upon our hearts, be they our neighbor next door or our neighbors 

halfway around the world.  

Results 

In contrast to the sins that we should not do, the last couple of 

verses of the text highlight what Jesus is doing TO and FOR us. 

He has given a new nature.  This describes the change in position, 

being brought into a right relationship with God; scholars use the 

word Justification to describe this one-time action. 
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Through the actions of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we are also to be 

renewed.  This is an ongoing process, where our actions and 

attitudes are transformed and remade from our old sinful way into 

the ways of Jesus; to differentiate it from the above, this is called 

Sanctification.  This process is neither linear nor lockstep; God is 

patient and both the past success, and the current focus of 

sanctification is going to be different for you and for him and for 

me.  A sin that has largely been eradicated in one person may 

linger for a long time in another.  We cannot judge the 

sanctification of others based on which sinful actions or attitudes 

they continue to exhibit. 

What the text DOES call to do it to be blind to external difference 

between us – difference in ethnicity, race, gender, income, social 

status and the like.  There is one faith, one Lord, one Baptism.  We 

are all members of the same invisible body called the church and 

are brothers and sisters to one another. 
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It’s my prayer for all of us here today that the light of Christ within 

us would shine brightly, would not be put under a barrel, and that 

those around us would notice that we are different, ask us why, 

and that we would be ready, willing, and able to make a defense 

for the hope that is within us. 

AMEN 
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