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Prayer 

Jesus, open our ears to hear, our eyes to see, our mind to understand, 

and our hearts to put into practice what you have written to your church 

through the instrument of St. John. 

AMEN 

No Sea? No Way! 

A couple of months ago, I was listening to a sermon on the radio and 

was saddened when I heard the preacher talk about the new heaven 

and the new earth having no sea, because I am a sailor and I really 

enjoy being out on the water in a good stiff breeze, healing over, with 

no sound but the wind in the sails and the water against the hull. 

However, when I began to prepare this sermon, the focus of that 

sadness shifted.  I should have realized it earlier, but what that preacher 

had done was to take the poetic, figurative language of this passage, 

this apocalyptic genre, and read it literally. 
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As good Lutherans, we often take heat for taking scripture TOO literally 

– as in ‘take, eat, this IS my body, given for you’ and ‘Baptism does now 

save you.’  But those verses are plain dialogue, specific teachings, 

neither poetic nor apocalyptic. 

If we’re not to read this literally, what does the last part of verse 1 

mean? 

Sea as Symbolic 

Commentators see the sea as chaotic and turbulent, a source of death 

and destruction.  Taking this view, the sea also represents all the 

corruption that is in the world – the death, mourning, crying, and pain 

that are our ever-present companions in this life but will be no more in 

the next. 

Between last week’s reading and this one, in chapter 17, (verse 15) an 

angel tells John: 

“The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are 

peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 
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With this understanding of the sea as a metaphor for the fallen world, 

the call to become fishers of men is more clearly understood, as we are 

called to go out into the world and catch as many fish as possible.  I’m 

not a fisherman, but we’re not talking about fly fishing here – this is 

dragging the nets, catching all types of fish from every from every tribe 

and language and people and nation out of that chaotic and turbulent 

sea and bring them with us to heaven. 

Heaven 

Even though it is a wonderful place, the word heaven can be very 

confusing.  It really has two different meanings:  First, it can refer in a 

literal sense to what we would call ‘sky’; what we see when we look up.  

Second, it can refer to God’s dwelling place; a realm of the spiritual 

where God, His Angels, and even the Satan himself can exist outside of 

time and space. 

The need for a new heaven and a new earth are consequences of this 

present earth and heaven being corrupted by sin as a results of Adam’s 

original sin, because in the Fall not only did man gain an understand 

good and evil, but the entirety of creation, the whole cosmos, fell. And 



5th Sunday in Easter – May 15th, 2022 
OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW 

 

Page 8 of 11 

because of the death and resurrection of Jesus – the second Adam – our 

sins, both original and personal, have been forgiven and those sins are 

no longer counted against us. Besides a new heaven and a new earth, 

the text also speaks of a new Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem 

Why is this one city singled out?  Why is it called the Holy City? Holy 

because it is set apart for a special purpose; this was where God had 

chosen to live amongst his people.  What began a pilar of smoke by day 

and a pilar of fire by night during the journey through the desert, 

expanded to a movable tabernacle, and became a house build with 

human hands-on top of a hill in the promised land.  Even today, 

Jerusalem, the capital of the nation of Israel, is sacred to Jews, 

Christians, and Muslims.  But the temple that had been there was 

destroyed in 70 AD, and in its place are your and I, God’s people, who 

have the indwelling Holy Spirit – whose very bodies are indeed the 

temple of God. 
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The church collectively is the bride of Christ and the New Jerusalem – 

the new holy place – is described as a bride dressed for her husband. 

Next week’s sermon will focus on the some of the details that God has 

revealed to the Apostle about the New Jerusalem. Just like the old one, 

this new Jerusalem will be God’ home among His people; One of things 

He will do there is to wipe the tears from our eyes. 

Tears 

What is the significance of wiping away our tears?  Well in the Psalms 

(56:8) We read: 

You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your 

bottle. Are they not in your book? 

These tears are the death, mourning, crying, and pain that God 

declares will be gone forever. 
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Restored and Recreated – Not Replaced 

You should take note that the text says Jesus will make everything new.  

We’re not begin replaced with heaven and earth 2.0; instead, God is 

restoring creation to its original, unsullied beauty and order. After his 

resurrection, Jesus had a new, heavenly body; in the same way, we will 

have bodies that are both recognizable and perfected, without the 

revenges of age, disease, or disability. Just as Adam and Eve walked 

and talked with God in the Garden of Eden before the fall, we will have 

a personal and immediate relationship with God in the new heaven, the 

new earth, and the new Jerusalem.  

And this is NOT a new teaching. Isaiah (65:17 - 25) promised this 

centuries before God affirmed these through St. John in the revelation.  

Because of its length, I won’t quote it in its entirety, but it does talk 

about the absence of evil, the goodness of work and the recognizable 

personality of each of God’s children.   
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A Finished Work 

From the use of the titles “Alpha and Omega”, as well as “the one who 

is trustworthy,” we know that the one sitting on the throne is Jesus.   His 

exclamation here of “It is Finished!” echoes his last words from the 

cross.  It reminds us that God’s work on our behalf is done, complete, 

nothing left to do.  Jesus reaches out to His creation, offering the free 

gift of the life-giving waters of Baptism, the adoption as his Children, 

and life eternal. 

And our proper response it only to thank and praise, serve and obey 

Him, not out of duty but out of love.  

AMEN 
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