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Easter 7th Sunday “Jesus Promises” Revelation 22 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto 

You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen! 

These are the final words of John’s Revelation, which we have been hearing for the 

past several weeks. He starts off with a description of heaven, which we probably 

have a hard time relating to. You might want to look at your LSB for a couple of 

hymns which might help you understand this passage. “Jerusalem, My Happy 

Home” (LSB 673) comes to mind, but there are others.  

1 Jerusalem, my happy home, 

When shall I come to thee? 

When shall my sorrows have an end? 

Thy joys, when shall I see? 

2 O happy harbor of the saints, 

O sweet and pleasant soil! 

In Thee no sorrow may be found, 

No grief, no care, no toil. 

3 Thy gardens and thy gallant walks 

Continually are green; 

There grow such sweet and pleasant flow'rs 

As nowhere else are seen. 

4 There, trees forevermore bear fruit 

And evermore do spring; 

There, evermore the angels dwell 

And evermore do sing. 

5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 

Around my Savior stand; 

And soon my friends in Christ below 

Will join the glorious band. 

6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare 

For that bright home of love 

That I may see Thee and adore 

With all Thy saints above. 
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Next, I would like you to take a look at the front cover or your service bulletin. 

Read the first 3 lines: Blessed are they that wash their robes…What words might 

you expect to come next, that in fact are not there? If you have trouble answering 

that question, let me read a section of the Bible we heard a few weeks ago, 

Revelation 7:9, 13-14, 16-17. It goes like this: 

9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 

hands, 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in 

white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

John speaks of Eden restored to us. The tree of life lines the river which runs down 

the middle of that city. Perhaps you saw the National Geographic from several 

years ago which featured urban parks? I posted a picture in the narthex of a river 

which had been completely covered up in Seoul, South Korea as that city grew. It 

was uncovered and converted into a gorgeous park. This is kind of what I imagine 

when I read this bit in John. The river runs with the water of life, which of course, 

John’s gospel tells us is Jesus. Don’t try to make this make too much sense here, 

simply experience it. Our lives in heaven will be infused with Christ, that means 

we will be infused with life itself.  

But here, and I think this is the point that John is really making, John would also 

assert that in faith this moment and all the moments since our baptisms, are infused 

with Christ. The river runs through our lives right now. The sign of which he 

speaks has already been written on your foreheads and on your hearts. John was 

speaking to a persecuted community, and he was certainly pointing them toward a 

future in which their persecution ended, but he was basing this on the gift of the 

water of life, the tree whose fruit and leaves is for the healing of the nations. This 

is not a future reality, but a present one. We are already citizens of that place in 

faith. We wait only for the day when the entire world shall see and these eyes of 

ours shall see what our faith already knows.  

John ends the book with a number of assertions and statements which are worthy 

of our attention. Let’s look at one of them: The righteous are right with God 

because their robes are washed in the blood of the Lamb. Notice, this is not 

because they got it right, but because their lives are bathed in Jesus’ blood.  
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Their whole being is in need of this cleansing. Outside are all the dogs, the 

immoral, the liars, etc., but their exclusion is not because their sins are worse than 

ours but because for reasons of their own choosing; they have refused to be washed 

in that blood.  

Jesus comes “soon” but as C. S. Lewis has Aslan tell Lucy in the “Voyage of the 

Dawntreader” all times are soon for God. But John would have us join the whole 

people of God in the prayer which is found at the end of I Corinthians: Maranatha! 

Come, Lord Jesus! Our prayerful expectation is that the soon is really soon. The 

church which has lost sight of this end times element has really lost sight of its 

faith. The NT portrays Jesus as something of an end times prophet, Paul devoted 

whole books to the subject, and historically the great movers and shakers of 

Christianity have all been united in the belief that Jesus was coming “soon.” 

Included in that list are Luther, Augustine, Bernard and Abelard.  

In 1563, Lutheran theologian David Chytraeus (1530–1600) wrote a commentary 

on the book of Revelation in which he calculated the date of Christ’s second 

coming. Such theorizing by one of Luther’s own students may surprise us, yet 

Chytraeus’s prediction tells us something about how he understood the book of 

Revelation and its meaning for the church of his day. Chytraeus knew well that 

God alone has determined the date of the Last Judgment; it is not given us to 

speculate about such things. But that didn’t stop Chytraeus from indulging in a 

series of mathematical computations. He believed that the antichrist had been 

revealed, beginning in the year 1520 (when Pope Leo X issued the papal bull 

excommunicating Luther). Factoring in the various ages in world history with the 

number of Jubilee years after Christ’s resurrection, Chytraeus calculated that the 

world would end in the year 1695. Chytraeus was right about one thing: the book 

of Revelation was a book written for his own time. In the same way, the book of 

Revelation is written for our time. God’s speaking to his people is true; the signs of 

what must take place are evident and the time is urgent. We live in expectation of 

Christ’s glorious return; we eagerly pray for the fulfillment of all God’s promises. 

In this final chapter of Revelation John sees God’s paradise—the garden of Eden—

restored. God’s people will live with him in the new heaven and new earth 

sustained by “the river of the water of life” (22:1).  

Once barred (Gn 3:22), access to the tree of life now has been restored. Death is no 

longer the future of human beings, but rather eternal life with God. In this paradise 
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the curse of sin is no more (22:3); God’s gracious blessing, won by Christ’s work 

of redemption, has replaced it. God’s righteous “slaves,” gathered before the 

throne of the Lamb, will see his face and worship him forever; indeed, they will 

reign forever (22:3–5). 

In the epilogue, Jesus himself enters the conversation between John and the angel. 

Repeatedly he testifies that the prophecy of the book of Revelation is true, and that 

He is coming quickly. Jesus bears witness to the truth of this message, even as God 

himself is its author; God is faithful and will fulfill His promises (22:6–7, 12, 16, 

18). Key to this fulfillment is Christ’s own promise, His final words in the Bible: 

“Yes, I am coming quickly,” to which the hurch responds: “Amen, come, Lord 

Jesus!” (22:20). 

 “Come, Lord Jesus!” is a bold thing for God’s people to pray, especially since it 

means also the coming of His judgment. But by means of the Word, His life and 

work on the cross, His blessed resurrection, by means of Baptism and Holy 

Communion, it is because we are redeemed sinners that, in faith, we can pray, 

“Come, Lord Jesus!” We pray because He took our sin upon Himself, and gave His 

resurrection life in exchange for our shameful death. We pray because He has 

promised to come quickly. 

What a bold thing faith does when it prays, “Come, Lord Jesus! God, please reign 

among us! Pour out Your Spirit upon us that we may believe! Send Your Spirit to 

others that they may believe and have their names written in the Lamb’s Book. 

God, preserve us in Your Word! Put Your name on us and wash away our sins! 

Feed us with Christ’s body and blood. Give us forgiveness, new life, and salvation. 

Call and make holy Your church on earth and keep it with Jesus Christ in the true 

faith. Come, Lord Jesus, and judge us! Come, Lord Jesus, and lead us into Your 

holy city, show us the tree of life growing beside the river of life, and there let us 

live with You and reign with all the saints forever and ever.” We pray because 

Christ reigns even now over His church, and yet He is coming again to fulfill what 

He has promised. 

Come Lord Jesus! Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

May the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide with you to life everlasting. Amen! 


