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Easter 4th Sunday Washed in the Blood of the Lamb Rev. 7 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts, be pleasing unto 

You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen! 

Revelation has been the source of so many really strange and frankly bizarre 

teachings inside the Christian tradition, you can see why some have simply taken 

the approach that we should ignore it. Indeed, most Christians have studiously 

avoided this book. The seventh chapter of Revelation is the scene of one of the 

more spectacular errors in theology as the section immediately before this 

enumerates the “saved” at 144,000. Of course, the Jehovah’s Witnesses, who 

come from the same upstate New York movement of the 1830’s which spawned 

the Seventh Day Adventists, LDS, and a number of other bodies, have made a 

great deal of this. This may be why we have elected to start this reading here and 

not at the beginning of the chapter. 

Perhaps we need to give a little more context. John writes to comfort people. He 

is not writing to make them afraid. They are already very much afraid. He is 

writing to make people less afraid. He does this by describing what is happening 

to the persecuted people of Asia Minor, giving it a name, “monster” and then 

portraying its ultimate destruction at the hands of God. He does not tell them not 

to be afraid, or that they have nothing to fear. That would be either cruel or 

simply wrongheaded. John does manage their fear; he puts it into a context. He 

does this because fear is fully capable of consuming or overwhelming a person.  

Another thing John seems to be doing is telling the story of the world from 

different perspectives. Last week, when we read in chapter 5, he was describing 

the perspective of the throne of God. It was as if we were a spider hanging on the 

chandelier in God’s throne room. What would we have seen there? From that 

perspective, God only saw the people who were singing his song of praise. The 

rest were simply “off the radar.”  

In chapter 6 and 7 and into chapter 8, he is opening the seals on the Book of Life. 

As is the case throughout the book, the number seven shows up here in seven 

seals.  
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In the Hebrew world view, the number seven was a number that indicated 

completeness or totality. Thus, with the opening of the seven seals, they are all 

opened. This is the complete opening of the Book of Life. With each seal another 

thing takes place. At the opening of each of the first four, another horseman rides 

out. There is war, there is conquest, there is famine, and there is death, the four 

horsemen of the apocalypse. The saints cry out from under the altar and the earth 

endures cataclysms.  

Between the opening of the sixth and the seventh seals is what many 

commentators call an interlude. Quite often the interlude is comprised of two 

things, as we have here. The sixth element in these visions is usually the most dire 

of them, it is what happens right before the end. The seventh element is always 

the end, the closure of this particular perspective on the world’s history. Our text 

is the second element of the interlude. It seems to be a picture of the people of 

God. The first element, verses 1-8, has the people arrayed in a military structure, 

12,000 in each tribe, thus the 144,000. These numbers need to be understood 

symbolically. 10 is the Greek number for completeness, and 12 is the number of 

the people of God. When the numbers are multiplied, they are intensified. Thus 

10 x 10 x 10 x 12 x 12 = 144,000 and is a really intense form of completeness: all 

the people of God, not one left out, every last single one of them.  

This gathered group of people, the treasures of God, is the origin of the name 

“The Church Militant” which often refers to the Church on earth. At least the 

interpretation of this element in Revelation is the origin of that term.  

Our section of the interlude to which we are paying attention is the source of the 

corresponding division of the Church, the Church at rest, or the Church 

Triumphant. Now the weapons are laid aside and the host of God is no longer 

arrayed for battle, but the picture here is of white-robed multitudes from every 

race, tribe, and nation. They have palm fronds in their hands, the sign of peace in 

the ancient world. When a king came to a city, the people would hold out palm 

branches to welcome him in peace. The alternative to palm fronds would be 

weapons!  
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These are now gathered around the throne of God which made its appearance in 

chapters 4-5. and they sing the same song which the hosts of heaven and earth 

sang in that vision. Thus, the reading from last week and this week are tied 

together.  

John is apparently granted access to the very inner circles of this scene. Who are 

these clothed in white? It is important for John and his audience to get this right. 

These are the saints of God who have come out of the tribulation, washed their 

robes in the blood of the Lamb.  

His description of their heavenly state would have seemed like the Promised Land 

to a people in persecution. Recently baptized, they might have been questioning 

the benefits of that washing, especially if they were being persecuted for being 

Christians. It might not have seemed like such a good idea in retrospect. But this 

description of those who wash their robes in the blood of the Lamb would have 

been potent.  

They will be sheltered by God’s protection; they will not hunger nor thirst; they 

will dwell securely and he shall wipe away every tear. For folks who are hiding, 

being arrested, left out in the brutal Mediterranean sun to die of exposure or who 

are weeping for their lost friends and fellow Christians, this was good news 

indeed. The persecution will come to an end. This is not the way it will always be. 

Indeed, the picture here is one of intimacy. They are always before God. They are 

not in some corner of heaven, toiling away on the back forty like dutiful servants, 

they are right there, in front of the king. They are on an intimate relationship. I 

think we often overlook the fact that Jesus has encouraged us to pray to God by 

calling him Abba Father (or Daddy!).  

Today, however, we have a bit of a challenge. We simply don’t have the same 

attitude as a persecuted community might have. We have, since the days of 

Constantine, lived in a world in which the state has tolerated and even promoted 

Christianity. Perhaps we have members of our parishes who have come out of 

such circumstances, and maybe they would be able to help us better understand 

these words.  
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Nevertheless, the individual Christian may feel like persecution has struck them. 

Or we may feel the oppression of some other affliction of the body or mind. 

Cancer, ALS, schizophrenia, depression, or unemployment can be a terrible 

persecutor of a human being. And while it is not state persecution, it can imprison 

you, oppress you, and discourage you, nonetheless. It is also the wicked fruit of 

Eden’s rebellion just the same and the handiwork of our evil foe.  

Now, Jesus has dried all those tears and we can be at rest, whole once more, 

before the throne of God, at the altar, receiving our Lord’s very body and blood. 

Our suffering will not always define us; there is peace on the other side of our 

suffering. God is powerful and present for us in Word and Sacrament.  

In the scene of the 144,000, John sees God’s people on earth as they are ready to 

carry out their mission and thus enter the valley of the shadow of death. But 

before the onslaught, he sees them sealed. John is comforted and encouraged by 

this sealing, for it means that no matter how much he and God’s people on earth 

suffer as they fulfill the mission of their Lord, God will protect them in their faith. 

And when, in the second scene, he sees the Church Triumphant—all those who 

are coming out of the great tribulation and suffering—he is full of joy and 

enthusiasm.  

And not only is the Church sealed and kept in her faith no matter what she 

suffers, but she will soon be elevated and glorified just as the Lord Jesus was. 

Thus John, and through him God’s people, are comforted and full of hope, for God 

will protect us on earth and soon take us to the glorious company of the saints in 

heaven.  

Rejoice! For you see, we are the 144,000! In Word and Sacrament, we have been 

washed white in the blood of the Lamb. We will be sheltered by God’s protection; 

we will no longer hunger nor thirst; we will dwell securely, and God shall wipe 

away every tear. So now we are all the more encouraged and emboldened to be 

joining Jesus on His mission, so long as God gives us breath and life. 

May the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide in you to life everlasting. Amen! 
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