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Prayer 

Jesus, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning, and the end.  

As we meditate upon your revelation to St. John, we pray that our focus 

would be upon you and what you have clearly revealed to us in your 

Word.  AMEN 

Literary Style  

Apocalypse. Just hearing the word recalls all sort of terrible things.  It is 

a word that has come to mean event involving destruction or damage 

on an awesome or catastrophic scale.  It wasn’t always the case.  Our 

modern title indicates that the reading is from the Revelation to St. 

John; older version would have said the Apocalypse of St. John; the 

meaning in the original Greek is revelation – that which is uncovered. 

The root of the words literally means to pull the lid off something. 

The Bible contains a variety of genres of writing.  Some books are 

historical, others are poetic, some are prophetic, while others are letters 

of instruction.  The book of Revelation, along with portions of the books 

of Daniel, Ezekiel, and other Old Testament prophets, have a unique 

genre called, not surprisingly, Apocalyptic Literature. 
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They are typically written descriptions of the vision the authors had, 

employs esoteric language, expresses a pessimistic view of the present, 

and treats the final events as imminent.  And just as one would be 

foolish to try to read the Poetic descriptions in the Psalms or Song of 

Solomon as literally descriptive, it is unwise to try to view Apocalyptic 

literature in the same way one would view more literal prophecies. 

Yet this is exactly what many of our fellow Christians do – they would 

take today’s text and try to find detailed “hidden” meaning in the fiery 

flames of His eyes, the bronze of His feet or the gold sash across His 

chest. 

As Lutherans, we would reject such detailed explanation.  Unlike the 

other three Gospels, John’s is not necessarily told in a linear, 

chronological manner; we shouldn’t expect the recounting of his vision 

to be any more linear, but may even by cyclical, seeing the same events 

from different perspectives or using different analogies. 

And this applies not only to today’s reading, but also to those readings 

from the Revelation that we’ll hear over the next 4 to 6 weeks. 
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Trinity  

John’s greeting to the seven churches contains some clear trinitarian 

language in the opening words: Grace and Peace to you from  . . .  

 The Father, who is, which harkens back to God’s only name – I AM.  

 The sevenfold – meaning perfect or complete – Spirit 

 Jesus – the first to rise from the dead 

Let’s take a moment to look at each of the member of the Trinity 

Father 

As we will recite 8 weeks from now in the Athanasian creed, all three 

persons of the Trinity are eternal, but today’s reading specifically calls 

to our attention the eternity of the Father, who is not bound or limited 

by the concept of time that He himself created. This is the same Father 

who called Abram and his descendants to be His chosen people, who set 

the limits as what they should and should not do in the giving of the ten 

commandments, and whose justice demanded payment for your and my 

transgressing of those commandments, and who received that payment 

through the death of His Son, Jesus.  
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Holy Spirit 

Why the sevenfold spirit?  Throughout scripture, seven is used as a 

measure of completeness, most likely referring to the seven days of 

creation that we heard about during the Easter Vigil. From other parts 

of scripture, we know that we received the gifts and the seal (Ephesians 

1:13-14; 4:11-12) of the Holy Spirit at our Baptism.  The spirit is our 

guide, who helps us understand and apply God’s word as we read it in 

the Bible and hear it proclaimed from the pulpit and lectern, our 

intercessor in times of trouble, and our helper who dwell in each of us 

and equips and enables us to join Jesus on His Mission each day. 

Jesus 

In this short text, Jesus is referred to by several different title or roles; 

let’s look at each of them in turn: 

Faithful Witness 

What was it that Christ was a witness to?  The word here is martus 

( ) from which we get our martyr.  Christ was killed, His blood 

shed, nominally because He claimed to be God, but primarily to pay the 

price for your sins and mine.  No greater witness to your belief in the 

truth of something than to die for it rather than renounce it and live. 
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Ruler of the Kings 

This echoes the words of Jesus before Pilate – “Jesus answered, “You 

would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.”” 

This title serves as a reminder that all those with temporal authority, 

the family, the church, and in society, are merely agents of God working, 

sometimes mysteriously, to bring about His plan of salvation and to 

restore His creation, including you and I, to its intended beauty and 

order, free from the corruption of sin and death. 

 First to Rise from the Dead 

Do any of you know what a prototype is?  The term is used to describe 

the first working example of an invention.  The Greek uses that  same 

prefix – proto – in this title – along with tokos - the Greek word for born, 

so we can say that his is the firstborn from the dead.  Now some of you 

may remember the story of Lazarus, who was indeed raised from the 

dead; but that wasn’t permanent.  Unlike Lazarus, Jesus will never have 

to die again. And we can be assured, because of His adoption of us at 

our Baptism, that in the resurrection of the dead, we will be like him; 

reborn with bodies that are physical, functional, and recognizable, 

without the corruption of sin. 



2nd Sunday in Easter – April 25th, 2022 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 

Page 13 of 15 

Alpha and Omega 

This title sounds impressive, but it’s really just descriptive – these are 

the first and last letter of the Greek alphabet; if Jesus were alive today, 

we would call him the A and Z. And just like we see with some 

commercial establishments, the description of “A to Z” implies a 

completeness, an all-encompassing supply of parts, food, or whatever 

they are selling. Jesus freely and graciously provides all that we need to 

sustain ourselves in this life and the next. 

Lord God 

In a cultural setting where there was both a pantheon of ‘gods’ that were 

mere projections of human frailties and claims by earthly rules that they 

should be viewed as divine, Jesus claims that He is the Supreme Deity 

– the one to whom all other (false) Gods must be subservient. This view 

was radical in that culture, where even the most powerful God, Zeus, 

was full of weaknesses and his power was limited.  In some ways, it’s 

not unlike our own times, where we live a pluralistic society and often 

take flack for claiming that there is absolute truth, objective right and 

wrong, and that following any god but Jesus leads to everlasting death 

and damnation. 



2nd Sunday in Easter – April 25th, 2022 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 

Page 14 of 15 

Almighty One 

Have any of you created a game?  Who wrote the rules – you did!  What 

about writing a story?  Who created the characters, developed the plot, 

and resolved the story – you did!  Similarly, Jesus created the world out 

of nothing and sustains it by His power; therefore, He gets to make the 

rules.  He is the Almighty One with unrestricted power exercising 

absolute dominion; there is not higher authority to which His decision 

can be appealed. 

Son of Man 

Jesus uses this title when referring to Himself.  It’s reflective of His 

humiliation – humbling himself both through the incarnation – taking on 

the form of His creation, as well as his willing subjugation to the will of 

His Father, and the ensuing pain, suffering, and eventual death on a 

cross to save His creation - you and I - from the eternal consequences 

of our sins.  We may still have to deal with the temporal consequences 

– such as going to jail if you do something deserving of punishment - 

but those pale in comparison to the eternal punishment of hell.  
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Closing 

Let me close by asking this – Have any of you met someone famous?  

Maybe a well-known politician, a movie start, a sports superstar, the 

CEO of your company, a successful writer, or even the Lutheran Hour 

Speaker?  What were your feelings at that time?  John, who had traveled 

with Jesus as his disciple for years and who, along with Peter and James, 

had experienced His transfiguration, when he saw Jesus in the vision, 

fell at his feet in a position of worship, awe, and supplication.  And Jesus, 

to whom all honor and glory are due, reaches out, touches him, and 

reassures him.   

It’s my prayer for all of us that we would indeed be touched by Jesus 

and receive His pardon, peace, and power for this life and the next. 

AMEN 


