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Transfiguration Sunday “Listen to God’s Voice” Luke 9 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto 

You, O Lord, our Rock and Our Redeemer. Amen! 

This text is a preparation for Lent - the mountaintop experience from which we 

descend with Jesus to the bitter plains of Lent and Passion to the mountain of 

Golgotha, Olives, and Resurrection. Luke shows us Moses and Elijah talking about 

Jesus’ “exodus,” the road out which will go through a cross and a grave. 

In the beginning God said, “Let there be light” and there was light (Gn 1:3). The 

voice of God called into existence not only light, but also water, land, vegetation, 

and living creatures. Once all was created, God did not go silent but continued to 

speak. God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness” (Gn 1:26). 

God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; ‘I will make him a helper 

fit for him” (Gn 2:18). God said, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 

that you eat of it you shall surely die (Gn 2:16‒17).” But Adam and Eve did not 

listen to the voice of God. Instead, they were persuaded by another voice, 

another voice that would lead them into the captivity of sin, death, and the power 

of the devil. 

Look around you and notice how many voices are speaking to us today: the voices 

of newscasters, the voices of government leaders, the voices of song writers, the 

voices of YouTubers, the voices of bloggers, the voices of political candidates, and 

the voices of television and movie actors. There are a multitude of voices 

speaking to us each day.  

Take a moment and account for the voices you hear each day. Consider what they 

are saying. In addition, consider where each voice is coming from. Is this the voice 

of God, or is this a voice that will lead you into the captivity of sin, death, and the 

power of the devil? Discerning between the array of voices that are encouraging 

us to think, feel, behave, and believe in certain ways is important. 
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Consider the scene of Peter, John, and James with Jesus on the mount. There is 

much to see, the appearance of Jesus’s face is altered, his clothes are shining with 

light, and with him are Moses and Elijah. But listen; listen carefully to what is 

being said and who is saying it. Notice the contrast between Peter, who wants to 

build tents, and the voice from heaven proclaiming Jesus to be the chosen One. 

These are two very different reactions. Peter’s reaction is filled with 

misunderstandings. Peter thinks it is good to stay on the mount. He suggests that 

three tents be built, perhaps thinking of his own people’s exodus and the Feast of 

Booths that commemorates the Israelites’ forty years of traveling through the 

wilderness. 

Yet, while Peter is speaking, he is interrupted by another voice. “This is my Son, 

my Chosen One; listen to him!” There is a special connection between the One 

speaking and the command of listening. God demands an emphatic, continued 

activity when he says, “Listen to him!” You could translate it “Continue without 

ceasing to listen to him!” Kind of like when Paul says, “Pray without ceasing!”  

The voices from the Old Testament are important, but Jesus speaks with greater 

authority. Jesus is the Chosen One that was foretold (Dt 18:15‒20). Jesus is the 

light to the nations (Is 42:1‒7). Jesus is the Word made flesh (Jn 1:5). And it is vital 

that you listen to that Word. 

The voice from the cloud clearly states that they are to listen to Jesus and only to 

Jesus, “And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone” (Lk 9:36). The Old 

Testament figures are gone; they had completed their service of pointing to 

Christ. The kingdom of God was now here in Jesus as the voice of God proclaimed. 

And notice the response of the three disciples: silence. They did not speak, but 

they listened. And maybe that is the point. Do more listening to God’s voice and 

less talking. We are tempted to talk when maybe we should be listening. Peter 

was tempted to say something, but what he desired was not God’s desire. He 

misunderstood what was taking place because he was so quick to speak. Instead, 

“be still, and know that I am God” (Ps 46:10) for what is going to happen next is 

life changing. 
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Christ brings His glory, not the glory of the world or the glory of our own sinful 

imagination. Christ brings the real glory. Yes, as Paul says, we shine as lights in the 

world (Phil. 2:15). John speaks of the people of heaven in bright robes and 

glorious and the City of God with gems and precious stones in Revelation 21. That 

sort of glory is also real, and we get a glimpse of it in today’s text, but Jesus brings 

the whole of glory. And the glory of God is always to save.  

Jesus’ glory is always tied to the day in which He wore a crown of thorns and hung 

as a common criminal from the cross. He does not look glorious in that moment 

to our earthly eyes, but He is glorious. For that is the very pivot point on which 

the whole history of humanity turns. 

Therefore, it is important for us today that Jesus brings glory, but both senses of 

glory. The heavenly glory which is to come is connected to the earthly glory, the 

dirty hands and weary bodies in service to our fellow human being. This Jesus, to 

whom all the heavenly glory belongs, walks down the mountain with these three 

disciples. He does not ascend to heaven with Elijah and Moses, but He descends 

to the cross and this other glory, this glory of mattering most. He brings that glory 

to us as well. We walk down the hill with Him, back into the polluted air, the 

suffering people, the difficult moments, and the messiness of life. This is the glory 

which Jesus has as well. Without this glory, heaven’s glory is forever shut to us. So 

we participate in this glory too, right now, as he calls us to Him and to love our 

neighbor. 

Our Collect of the Day says, “In the voice which came from the bright cloud, God 

foreshadowed our adoption” This is the Word of God in our own baptism, when 

we are declared to be the children of God, and our hearts and minds are opened 

by the Holy Spirit to hear His Word, when we are adopted as His children. It is no 

wonder that at the beginning of His ministry, when Jesus was baptized, God also 

revealed, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. 
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In the Collect, we prayed that God would mercifully make us co-heirs of God’s 

kingdom. This is actually the request of the prayer! Now that is asking for 

something alright, but what a thing to ask! We want to be co-heirs with the king 

in his glory? Nothing quite like shooting for the top! I might be satisfied with being 

a peasant in heaven. Do they have janitors in heaven? Street sweepers? That 

would be fine for me. Do the door knobs need polishing? 

Then we want Him to bring us to the fullness of our inheritance. I thin k the word 

fullness is referring to the “Now and the Not Yet” concept of our Christian faith. 

We are heirs; we experience inclusion in the kingdom of God right now in 

Baptism, in Absolution, and in Holy Communion. We experience the very real love 

of God in His clear, gracious and loving Word. But we also yearn for the day in 

which we will behold Him as He is, when we will see God face-to-face. And we will 

be able to see Him on that Last Day because we will be like Him: pure and holy 

and imperishable.  

Listen to Him! These things come out of His merciful action. Listen to Him! He 

shows to us mercy not deserved, but earned for us by Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

paid by the great price of His death on the cross. And we are given these great 

gifts and receive them freely by grace through faith. What great gifts indeed! 

Listen to Him! 

And may the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide in you to life everlasting. Amen! 

 

 

 

 


