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Semper Paratus 

2 Corinthians 4:1-12 

† Jesus, Son, Savior † 

May the grace and peace of God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be consistently 

evident in your life and ministry, because you 

are going to need it! 

• Disclaimer: This sermon isn't just for Tom 

I need to issue a disclaimer before this 

message. This sermon is not for Tom or for 

Tom and the people of Redeemer. It is for 

Tom, his family, the people of Redeemer, all 

the pastors gathered here, and those who are 

part of or will become a part of God's people. 

The group the creeds call the one Holy, 

catholic and Apostolic Church.  

So pay attention, there will be tests later….  

• Introduction  



Knowing that Tom has a slight connection to 

the Boy Scouts, I thought about using their 

motto, "Be Prepared," as the theme to tie this 

message together.  

One who has been approved for ordination 

has been interrogated. Some committee 

found them to be ready and prepared for the 

task ahead. I love how the passage you chose 

described what you have to be prepared for… 

 

"We are afflicted in every way, but not 

crushed, perplexed but not driven to despair, 

persecuted but not forsaken, struck down, 

but not destroyed…. 

There you go- that is the pastor's daily life, 

and to be honest, the church. As you reach 

out to share the good news, as you reach out 

in love and compassion. You are going to 

encounter suffering, this group up here 

always has.  

And the Boy Scout in you will think, "this isn't 

exactly what I was prepared for! 



Church, these words are for you too! There 

will be times when Tom's ministry among you 

alongside him will be challenging! You will 

have to support Him through the challenges. 

You won't reflect the idea, be prepared.  

• Be prepared? 

Preparation is not done by gaining 

knowledge. I don't care how many books you 

read on evangelism, apologetics, theology, or 

missional thinking. That isn't the preparation 

that will empower you to serve when the heat 

rises, when you are afflicted and when people 

are suffering.  

If you think it is…. Repent!  

You heard me – if you think your preparation 

is adequate for the ministry you will do as 

people, pastor, and pastors, please repent 

now. 

This ministry we are drawn into is like our 

salvation. It is not done by our own reason or 

strength. We can't know Jesus by our own 



reason or strength or use that reason or 

strength to convince someone else. You 

could not save yourself, so why would you 

think you can save others? The task is too 

hard, the work Paul describes it too 

challenging! 

 

Remember Paul said, "In their case the God 

of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ., 

who is the image of God. For what we 

proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ 

as Lord! 

Being ready isn't enough…. If you think you 

are, you will not only fail but also have 

sinned.  

You should be involved in all the spiritual 

disciplines, but not because they prepare you 

to be a saint. They don't help you to be 

prepared…  

• Semper Paratus 



The ministry that this congregation, Pastor 

Tom and Pastor Jim share is not "your" 

ministry – individually or collectively.  

It belongs to the one who isn't defined by the 

words "Be Prepared" but rather Semper 

Paratus. "Always Prepared." You all will work 

together, including the brother pastors and 

congregations in this circuit and in Region 3. 

Still, the work is done as the Apostle Paul 

said, "the life of Jesus is manifested in our 

mortal flesh." The ministry is His; it always has 

been. He is the one who is always prepared.  

When you all were baptized, you were united 

with Jesus in His death and resurrection.  

Ministry is a logical outcome that stems from 

that, as the life of Christ is made manifest 

through your lives.  

St Paul would talk about this in Ephesians 

2:10, right after talking about the fact that we 

are saved as we depend on Jesus's grace to 

keep us; it is not our own doing. It says in 

verse 10,  



10  For we are God's masterpiece. He has 

created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can 

do the good things he planned for us long 

ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT2) 

St Paul also tells these same Corinthians this 

when he discusses that it is in his weakness 

that He sees God. 

9  Each time he said, "My grace is all you 

need. My power works best in weakness." 

So now I am glad to boast about my 

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 

can work through me. 10  That's why I take 

pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the 

insults, hardships, persecutions, and 

troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong. 2 Corinthians 

12:9-10 (NLT2) 

You aren't always going to be ready to 

respond to the 2 am phone call from 

someone in a crisis you never dreamt of in 

your worst nightmare. You won't be prepared 

for the person who takes their anger out on 



you instead of God amid grief. You won't be 

ready as well when the prodigal comes back 

or the neighbor comes over to ask about 

baptizing their newborn. And in those 

moments, when you have nothing else to 

depend on but God, you will see the most 

amazing things happen, and you will know 

God is at work through you. 

It isn't about you being ready to do anything 

– except to point to Jesus and to depend on 

Him yourself.  For He is the reason, you have 

hope. He is God, and is Semper Paratus, 

always ready to love, to pour out grace, to 

make all things work for good for those who 

love him and are called in line with His 

purpose. 

Tom, that is the ministry you will share with 

Pastor Jim, and which you guide the 

congregation in, pointing each other to the 

astonishing fact that God is at work here, 

through you all. At work, redeeming, 

restoring, forgiving, and healing through 



word and the sacraments. The Holy Spirit will 

spread the message of that work through you 

all… 

The work you need to remember – that is 

done by a God who is always ready, always 

here, and loves you all.  AMEN! 

And as you go about your Father's business, 

may His peace that passes all +understanding 

guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

AMEN! 

 


