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Advent 2nd Sunday “He Began a Good Work in You” Dec 5 2021 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto 

You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

The sermon focuses on St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians, chapter 1, especially the 

6th verse which says:6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  

The Epistle is something of a relief sandwiched between the Old Testament and 

the Gospel texts. Paul writes of joy and peace. Although he is in prison, yet still he 

writes with joy. They have sent help to him and the Epistle is really the thank you 

letter he sends back to the Philippians with the young man who brought the help. 

Verse 6 is a critical verse and worthy of a whole sermon to itself. It does much to 

explain our lives as we live them. We are a work in progress, but a work of Christ 

not of ourselves. God has begun the work on the day of our Baptism, and God will 

bring it to completion on the day of Christ’s return. 

We can be sure and confident of this very thing. This delightful confidence is the 

crowning joy of the Christian life. If He who began the good work did not also 

carry it on, we would be in a wretched condition. But, praise be to God, the work 

of grace is in the hands of the One who never leaves His work unfinished. Paul 

had been himself very graciously sustained, and he had been favored personally 

with such clear views of the character of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ, that he 

felt quite confident that God would not leave His work unfinished.  

 

Now we have been told that when a man commences a work, and leaves it half 

complete, it is often from lack of money or other resources. Men say of the 

unfinished edifice, “This man began to build, and was not able to finish.” But God 

did not begin the work in any man’s soul without due deliberation and counsel. 

From all eternity He knew the circumstances in which that man would be placed, 

though He foresaw the hardness of the human heart and the fickleness of human 

love.  
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If then He thought it wise to begin, how can it be supposed that He would change 

His mind? Yet some would persuade us that this great work of the salvation of 

souls is begun by God, and then deserted and left incomplete. No, where the Lord 

begins, He will complete. If He puts His hand to any work, He will not stay until 

the work is done. There is a world of argument in the quiet words that the apostle 

uses. He is confident, knowing what he does of the character of God, that He who 

has begun a good work in His saints will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.  

 

Yes, it all comes down to the One who began this good work. You see, the Lord 

Himself has begun a good work in us. And this is a vital matter. Everything turns 

upon the question, “Is this conversion a divine work or not?” The apostle Paul had 

found the Philippians true in their partnership in the Lord’s work. They suffered 

for their Lord patiently, they defended the faith bravely, they spread it zealously, 

and their lives confirmed it. So, Paul said to himself, “This is the finger of God; the 

Lord himself has begun this work.”  

 

You might ask, “Did not Paul begin it?” No, for if Paul had begun it, he would have 

to carry it on; and that could not be. Or maybe you ask, “Did not they begin it 

themselves?” Certainly not. Does the sinner take the first step? How can he? He is 

dead in his sin. If he could take the first step apart from the Spirit of God, he could 

take all the rest without God. This is most certainly not true. 

 

A good old minister was once asked whether he believed in the perseverance of 

the saints. “Well,” said he, “I do not know much about that matter, but I firmly 

believe in the perseverance of God, that where He has begun a good work, He will 

carry it on until it is complete.”  

 

To my mind, that truth includes His good work in us. Not that all those whose 

work He began in Baptism will be saved, but rather all those who are Baptized 

have received in themselves everything necessary for salvation and God 

perseveres with His saints to the end, even waiting at the side of those who 
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despise and reject Him, pursuing them with His unlimited offer of forgiveness, life, 

and salvation in Jesus Christ’s body and blood. 

 

God began a good work in you. And by this He intended the work of grace in the 

soul, which is the operation of the Holy Ghost. This is eminently a good work, 

since it works nothing but good in the heart of the one who has received it. To 

make a man healthy in body and wealthy in estate, to educate his mind, and train 

his faculties, all these are good, but in comparison with the salvation of the soul, 

they sink into insignificance. The work of sanctification is a good work in the 

highest possible sense, since it influences a man by good motives, sets him to do 

good works, introduces him among good men, gives him fellowship with good 

angels, and in the end makes him like unto the good God Himself. Moreover, the 

inner life is a good work, because it springs and originates from the pure 

goodness of God as delivered by Word and Sacrament.  

 

As it is always good to show mercy, so it is preeminently good on God’s part to 

work upon sinful and fallen men, so as to renew them again after the image of 

Him who created them. The work of grace has its root in the divine goodness of 

the Father, it is planted by the self-denying goodness of the Son, and it is daily 

watered by the goodness of the Holy Spirit. It springs from good and leads to 

good, and so is altogether good. The apostle calls it a “work” and, in the deepest 

sense, it is indeed a work to convert a soul. God’s work for us and upon us is 

indeed the most miraculous work of all. 

 

If Niagara Falls could suddenly be made to leap upward instead of forever 

crashing downward from its rocky height, it would not be such a miracle as to 

change the evil will and the raging passions of men. To change lead into gold or to 

remove a leopard’s spots, would certainly be a miracle, yet these are but surface 

works. To renew the very core of mankind, and tear sin from its hold upon a 

man’s heart, this is not just the finger of God, but the baring of His mighty arm.  

 

Conversion is a work comparable to the making of a world. He only who fashioned 

the heavens and the earth could create a new nature. It is a work that is not to be 
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paralleled. It is unique and unrivaled, seeing that Father, Son, and Spirit must all 

cooperate in it. To implant the new nature in the Christian, there must be the 

Word of the Eternal Father, the death of the ever-blessed Son, and the fullness of 

the operation of the Holy Spirit. It is a great work indeed.  

The labors of Hercules were trifles compared with this; to slay lions and hydras, 

and cleanse Aegean stables—all this is child’s play compared with renewing a 

right spirit in the fallen nature of man.  

 

And He will finish it. Paul’s confidence about the future of his converts was all in 

God. It was not confidence in them apart from the work of God in them. For Paul 

says, “God began it, and God will carry it on.” He does not depend on the strength 

of their principles, nor the force of their resolutions, nor the excellence of their 

habits. He relies upon God, who will perform what He has begun. Granted that we 

have an immutable God, we may be sure that grace will complete what grace 

begins. Nor can God forsake the work of His own hands from lack of patience. A 

man might begin to bless another, and that other might be so ungrateful that the 

benefactor grows impatient, and gives up on him. But God will never fail in grace, 

“His mercy endures forever.”  

 

The beginning and the end of it is that our confidence in one another must only 

be confidence in God, and our confidence for ourselves must rest in God, or it will 

be sheer delusion. 

For not even a little sparrow falls to the ground apart from the Father. And Jesus 

will never leave you or forsake you. And the Holy Spirit accompanies God’s Word 

into your hearts creating the faith that saves you. What a gift we celebrate in the 

Advent of the Christ! 

May the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide in you to life everlasting. Amen! 

 


