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Second Sunday in advent  December 5, 2021 
                  8:00 and 11:00 
WELCOME GUESTS If you’re looking for a church home, we hope you’ll consider Redeemer. 

Check out the resources on the information cart, the library in the narthex, or www.redeemer-

lutheran.net.  If you have questions about this congregation or about the Lutheran Church, feel 

free to ask an usher or the Pastor.  Please fill out a fellowship card (found in this worship bulletin) 

and drop it in today’s collection plate, providing a phone number and e-mail address. To offer a 

special public thanksgiving prayer or for those in need, please fill out a blue “Prayer Card” found 

in the narthex.  Give the card to an usher or place it in the offering plate. Large print versions of 

this bulletin are available upon request at the ushers’ station.  Thank you for worshiping with us. 
 

Prayer upon Entering 

Dear Lord, awaken us that we may be prepared to receive Your Son with joy when He 

comes and to serve Him with a pure heart.  Graciously hurry the coming of that day.  Bless 

and prepare us with wisdom and strength that in the meantime we may walk wisely and 

uprightly.  May we joyfully wait for the coming of Your dear Son and so depart blessed 

from this valley of sorrow.  Amen.          -Martin Luther 

 

THE PREPARATION (Luke 3:1-6) Each of the four accounts of the Holy Gospel proclaims 

the preparation for the Savior in the person of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1-6; Mark 1:2-6; 

Luke 3:1-6; and John 1:19-23).  In this second of four Sundays in Advent, the theme is 

preparation.  And the logical question that follows is “Preparation for what?”. 

The Gospel According to Saint Luke makes it very plain: “a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:3).  John the Baptist was called to proclaim a preparatory washing 

that anticipated the coming of One who would forgive sins. 

What do we anticipate this morning?  Whose coming do we put all our trust in?   

In more and more congregations today, the entire worship service will be “dedicated” to what 

we supposedly must do to make the coming of the Infant of Bethlehem possible.  “If we 

prepare the way correctly and sincerely, then Jesus will come,” they promise. 

But Saint Luke reports a different kind of “Advent attitude.”  In pointing to the prophecy of 

Isaiah, we see that even during the advent of our salvation, God is graciously at work.  God 

comes and God prepares.  We add nothing to the greatness and majesty hidden in the 

Christmas season by our works and devotions that follow.  God comes and prepares us – even 

our dying hearts and sinful minds – to receive the priceless Gift. 

No wonder Martin Luther saw the preparation as a reception of an undeserved gift.  “To 

prepare this way, however, means to walk on it naked, without merits of any kind, in the grace 

of God alone…” (Luther’s Works. (1972) Lectures on Isaiah, p. 9). 

May God prepare each of us anew to receive the one gift that makes all the difference in the 

world – for the Christmas season and for the rest of our lives.  For Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
 

 

Prelude 
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Opening Verse 
 

Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made. 

Cong.: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.       (Psalm 118:24) 
 

 

 

T Preparation T 
Pastor:  O Lord, open my lips, 

Cong.: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 

 

Hymn 

“Savior of the Nations, Come”   [LSB hymn 332] 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 
 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
 

 

       7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 
 

  D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
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Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong.: Amen.                            (Matthew 28:19b) 
 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God  

            our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
              (Hebrews 10:22) 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

Cong.: who made heaven and earth.                                                                         (Psalm 124:8) 
 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

Cong.: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                                          (Psalm 32:5) 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination 
 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

Cong.: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities  

 with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your  

 temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and  

 sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and  

 for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your  

 beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,  

 sinful being. 
 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant  

 of  the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the   

 command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father   

 and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong.: Amen.            (John 20:19-23) 
 

T The Service of the Word T 
Introit       (Psalm 81:8, 10-11; antiphon: Luke 3:4b) 

Pastor: The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 

 Hear, O my people, while I admonish you!  O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 

Cong.: I am the LORD Your God, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt.  Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
Pastor: But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to me. 

Cong.: Oh that my people would listen to me,  

 that Israel would walk in my ways! 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
Pastor: The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 
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Kyrie      (Mark 10:47) 

 

 
 

 

 Salutation     (2 Timothy 4:22) 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

Cong.: And with your spirit. 
 

 

 

Collect of the Day 
 

Pastor: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 

coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Cong.: Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Choir Anthem  

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”   
Arr. Jay Rouse 

 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming as saints of old have sung. 
 

It came, a floweret bright,  

Amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; 

With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 
 

To show God’s love aright She bore to us a Savior,  

when half-spent was the night. 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the world began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 
 

Of the things that are, that have been,  

And that future years shall see, evermore and evermore! 
 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung. 

 Evermore and evermore! 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 
 

Elder:   The Lord be with you. 

Cong.: And also with you. 
 

Old Testament Reading (page 802 in the pew Bibles)                                    Malachi 3:1-7b 
 

 “Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 

behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit 

as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold 

and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. Then the offering of Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 

against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired 

worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, 

and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

 “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the 

days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.” 
 

Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle (page 980 in the pew Bibles)                                                                Philippians 1:2-11 
 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank my God in all 

my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that 

he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right 

for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers 

with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 

For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my 

prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that 

you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with 

the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
 

Elder: This is the Word of the Lord. 
Cong.: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Stand      Alleluia    
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel (page 858 in the pew Bibles)                                                               Luke 3:1-14 
 

 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and 

Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the 

region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it 

is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

 make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 

 and the rough places shall become level ways, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do 

not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from 

these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. 

Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has 

two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax 

collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to 

them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 

shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false 

accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living  

     and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

     glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit      Hymn of the Day 

 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”   [LSB hymn 344]  

 

 

 
 

 

Sermon 

“He Began a Good Work in You” 
(Pastor Jim Toma) 

 

 

Offertory      (Psalm 51:10-12) 

 

 

 
Continues on next page 
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Offering 

You may place your offering in the plate as you exit the service. 
 

 

Stand      Prayer of the Church  (1 Timothy 2: 1-4) 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according  

 to their needs.  

  O Lord, our God, You declared Israel to be Your people and brought them out of Egypt.  

  You desired their salvation even when they would not listen to Your voice.  Since You  

  have called and gathered us also to be Your people, open our hearts to listen and gladly  

  submit to Your Word.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

Cong.: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of the Lord, as prophesied  

  by Isaiah who foretold the Christ.  Remember those pastors whom You have called to  

  proclaim Your Word today.  Give them wisdom and courage as they admonish and  

  absolve Your people by Your Word, that Your saints might be prepared for Christ’s  

  coming again in glory.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Cong.: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, You gather Your people together in Christ and make them partakers of  

  Your grace.  Strengthen the faith of those You have gathered into this congregation, that  

  their love may abound more and more with all knowledge and discernment.  Lead us to  

  approve what is excellent and be pure and blameless for the day of Christ.  Lord, in  

  Your mercy,  

Cong.: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Gracious Lord, as You call and gather us into Your family, so bless the households of  

  this congregation.  Bless husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, as they go about  

  their work of strengthening marriage and raising children.  Let their love abound more  

  and more, with knowledge and discernment, and fill their homes with the righteousness  

  that comes through Christ Jesus.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Cong.: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord of hosts, St. John the Baptist counseled penitent soldiers to go about their military  

  duties according to Your Word.  Remember those who serve in the armed forces.  

  Protect them from harm, give them wisdom and courage, and grant that they fulfill their  

  duties honorably.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

Cong.: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Almighty God, Your forerunner prepared the way for the One who is mightier than all:  

  Your Son, Jesus. For Christ’s sake, we entrust to You those in need of healing, comfort  

  and rescue, especially… Have mercy upon them, deliver them according to Your will  

  and strengthen them in faith, that they might be assured of Your faithfulness.  Lord, in  

  Your mercy,  

Cong.: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, by the word of Your servant You prepared all flesh to see the salvation of  

  God.  Prepare also the hearts of all who kneel at Your altar today to receive worthily  

  Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of their sins.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

Cong.: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Cong.: Amen. 
 

 

 

T Service of the Sacrament T 
Preface   

        (2 Timothy 4:22) 

  

         (Colossians 3:1) 

 

            (Psalm 136) 
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Proper Preface 
 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and singing: 
 

 

Sanctus    (Isaiah 6:3; Mathew 21:9) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer     (Matthew 6: 9-13) 
 

Pastor:  Remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;   

  give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses  

      as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

        forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Words of Our Lord 
(Mathew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22: 19-20; 1 Corinthians 11: 23-25) 

   

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 

Pax Domini     (John 20:19) 

 

 
 

 

 

Agnus Dei      (John 1: 29) 
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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this altar in the confession and glad confidence that our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat and to 

drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  

Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 

refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until 

He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great 

harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 

any who are not yet instructed, are in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this 

congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor of this congregation.  For further study, see 

Matthew 5:23ff, 10:32ff, 18:15-35, 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer before Communing 

 Almighty Lord Jesus Christ, 

 as often as I shall come 

 to Your holy table to refresh my spirit, 

 I pray You to make me, 

 unworthy as I am, worthy through Your grace; 

 impure as I am, to make me clean; 

 naked as I am, to clothe me, 

 so that Your body, so full of divine power, 

 and Your most precious blood may not become for me, Your servant, 

 the occasion for judgment or punishment, 

 but a memorial of the death You underwent for me, 

 a strengthening of my faith, 

 a proof of the taking away of my sins, 

 a bond of closer union with You and Your people, 

 an increase of holiness, 

 the basis of a glad resurrection, 

 and a pledge of everlasting life.  Amen. 
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Sit      Distribution 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   [LSB hymn 357] 

 

 

 

 

 
   

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
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“Hark the Glad Sound”   [LSB hymn 349] 

 

 

 
 
 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”   [LSB hymn 618] 
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Stand     Nunc Dimittis      (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving    (Psalm 107:1) 
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Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary  

   gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the  

   same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,  

   Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  

   and forever. 

 
 

 

 

Salutation and Benedicamus    

      (2 Timothy 4:22) 

      

                (Psalm 103:1) 

    
 

 

 

Benediction    (Numbers 6: 24-26) 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

            The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you His peace. 
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Sit 

Hymn 

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”   [LSB hymn 816] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sit         Announcements  
 

 

 

Dismissal 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

Cong.: Thanks be to God.              (Psalm 103:1) 
 

 

 

Postlude 
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Serving Our Lord and His People Today 
 

8:00 Service                                                     11:00 Service 
 

Acolyte:  Charles Barnes    EJ Lesniewski 

Ushers:  Klinton Keller    Michael Brooks 

               Mitchell Flores 

Elder/Reader: Reinhard Stenzel    Tom Miller 
 

Organist:   Matt Laub 

Altar Guild:  Cherie Silcox, Judy Loughlin, Vicki Taylor 

 

 

 

LAST SUNDAY WE PRAYED FOR: 
 

THANKSGIVING   John Palmer (Zurawaski’s friend, is home recovering from 

shingles and a bladder infection). 

COMFORT FOR THOSE WHO MOURN   The Mallison family continues to mourn  

the passing of their older son, Auggie, who was in a car accident; Emmy Rose (1 year old 

granddaughter of Shelly Mickelson’s friend, drowned this past Wednesday night. Grant comfort 

to her parents, 5 siblings and family); Dorothy Richards, (friend of Audrey Gralewski & 

daughter, Heidi, died suddenly last Thursday); family and friends of Ronde, (Jill Seeger’s 

neighbor, died last week).  
 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS:  Gina Gasparian; 12/10; McKenna Coble; 12/11. 

 

THIS WEEK’S WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:  Ulrich & Malia Stenzel 12/10. 
 

THIS WEEK’S BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS:  Mary Tesmer 12/5; Susan Aube; 12/9; Meghan 

Dunlop; 12/11; Ava Keller 12/11. 
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   News and notes 

december 5, 2021 
 

Opportunities This Week To Serve Our Lord And Our Neighbor 
 

  5 Sunday 

 

Second Sunday in Advent 

Divine Service 

Sunday School/Confirmation 

Adult Bible Study  “Matthew” 

 (in the Sanctuary with Pastor Toma) 

Youth Breakfast Club 

Sunday School Brunch Bunch 

 

  8:00 & 11:00 AM 

  9:30 AM 

  9:30 AM 

   

  9:30 AM 

10:30 AM 

  6 Monday Pastor Toma’s Day Off / Church Office Closed 

Al Anon 

Boy Scouts 

Celestial Ringers 

 

10:00 AM 

  7:00 PM 

  7:30 PM 

  7 Tuesday Al Anon 

Sanctuary Choir 

  6:00 PM 

  7:00 PM 

  8 Wednesday Advent Worship Services 

Soup Supper  

  4:00 & 7:00 PM 

  5:30 PM 

  9 Thursday Preschool Chapel 

Preschool Board Meeting 

Council Meeting 

  9:30 AM 

  6:30 PM 

  7:45 PM 

10 Friday Preschool Christmas Program   6:00 PM 

11 Saturday Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio Prayer group 

Sewing Group 

Set-up for Ordination Reception 

  9:00 AM 

  9:30 AM-5:00 PM 

  1:00 PM 

12 Sunday Third Sunday in Advent 

Divine Service 

Sunday School/Confirmation 

Adult Bible Study  “Matthew” 

 (in the Sanctuary with Pastor Toma) 

Tom Miller Ordination 

 

 

  8:00 & 11:00 AM 

  9:30 AM 

  9:30 AM 

 

  4:00 PM 

For Further Information Please Call the Church Office at 714-846-6330 

Church Office Hours:   Tuesday – Friday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Preschool Office Hours:   Monday – Friday 7:00 AM – 5:30 PM 
 

BIBLE STUDIES 

 “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ” (Romans 10:17) 
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT STUDY  

“Matthew” (9:30 AM with Pastor Toma in the Sanctuary) 
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REDEEMER'S STEWARDSHIP  
 

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 107 

            God has given each of us gifts and calls us in 1 Peter 4:10,11 to  

"use them to serve one another that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ". 
 

Spotlight on Stewardship Luke 3:4 “As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 

the prophet, ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight.” ’ ” God makes long-range plans: Isaiah lived more than 700 years before St. John 

the Baptist preached by the Jordan River. Obviously, God sees farther into the future than we do! 

That’s yet another reason to trust Him when it comes to how He tells us to live our lives. He 

knows what’s coming, and we don’t. 
 

AROUND REDEEMER 
 

Worship Services at redeemer will be offered in our Sanctuary on Sundays and 

available online at 8:00 AM on www.facebook.com/RedeemerLutheranHB/ as a Facebook live 

stream, and accessible from www.redeemer-lutheran.net.  Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30 

AM for Sunday School. 
 

Today in Sunday School the children studied “The Ten Commandments” (Exodus 19-20). 
 

We are still looking for ringers! The adult handbell choir is recruiting new ringers. 

Looking for anyone High School age and up. No prior musical experience is required! If you have 

any interest please talk to Matt Laub as soon as he finishes playing the Postlude this morning or 

email him at mattalaub@gmail.com.  
 

Private Confession and Absolution and communion are by appointment.  

Please call the church office to arrange a date and time. 
 

Service opportunities 
 

Sunday School Volunteer Needs We are looking for more Sunday School teachers 

and/or helpers.  Please contact Bonnie Volkert at bonnievolkert@gmail.com or Brian Viers at 

bigbrianv1@gmail.com if you are interested.  
 

LUTHERAN TELEVISION, RADIO, & ONLINE PROGRAMS 
 

DID YOU MISS A SUNDAY SERVICE OR BIBLE STUDY SESSION? Visit our website 

www.redeemer-lutheran.net to find past services posted under Online Services/Video Services 

and Bible studies posted under Education/Bible Study Recordings.  Archived sermons and Bible 

studies are located under the Resources tab. 
 

WE’RE FAIRLY SOCIAL Connect with your church community! 
 

                                           Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/RedeemerLutheranHB/  
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mailto:bigbrianv1@gmail.com
http://www.redeemer-lutheran.net/
http://www.facebook.com/RedeemerLutheranHB/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stcatherine-austin.org/pictures/General%20Parish/Stewardship_Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stcatherine-austin.org/stewardship-1&h=470&w=699&tbnid=7rU_HoDBb_o_kM:&zoom=1&docid=B5v6iFOGfwrQnM&ei=1bfSVLTdOcylgwScg4SoCw&tbm=isch&ved=0CBUQMygNMA04ZA
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Hymn of the month 
 

Savior of the nations, come lsb 332 This text, originally in Latin, is one of a handful 

of hymns whose attribution to Ambrose of Milan (339/40-97) is secure.  His authorship is attested 

to by Pope Celestine in 430 and by other early writers.  Ambrose, the “father of Latin hymnody”, 

took over the eastern custom of singing hymns and brought it to the West.  His hymns were 

strophic, written in four lines of eight syllables per line, rhymed, objective in character, scriptural, 

and intended for singing by the people.  Many early Latin hymn writers imitated Ambrose’s 

general pattern, and their efforts were called “Ambrosian hymns,” although they were not written 

by Ambrose himself.  This hymn appears in eighth- and ninth-century manuscripts and in later 

breviaries.  The text has often been truncated in recent hymnals, bur LSB used all eight stanzas.  

While pre-Reformation translations into the vernacular are traceable from the fourteenth century, 

perhaps earlier, Luther’s version was probably written during Advent 1523, since it appears in 

both the Erfurt Enchiridion and in Johann Walter’s Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn of 1524.  It is 

quite a literal translation of the Latin, although Luther reduced the number of syllables in each 

line from eight to seven.  Medieval breviaries generally prescribed this hymn for Christmas Eve 

or Christmas Day, but Luther considered it an Advent hymn, as shown by its position as one of 

only two Advent hymns in the Babst hymnbook of 1545, the last hymnbook for which Luther 

wrote a preface.  Precht calls it the Advent hymn par excellence, and it has been the traditional 

Lutheran de tempore hymn (Hymn of the Day) for Advent 1. 
 

Stanza 1 is a call for the Virgin’s Son to come and make His home among us and for all creation, 

heaven and earth, to marvel that the Lord of all “chose such a birth”; that is, He took on human 

flesh and became one of us except without sin.  Stanza 2 proclaims that the Word of God, Christ 

the Lord, who was “in the beginning” (John 1:1), became flesh like us not through any human 

agency but “by the Spirit of our God.”  Stanza 3 continues the thought that while “here a maid 

was found with child,” she remained a virgin and that the child in the mother’s womb was the 

God who was “there upon His throne.”  Stanzas 4 and 5 reflect the creedal statements of God 

sending His Son from His “kingly hall” into the world, and that this child was both “Lord of all” 

and “God of God,” yet fully man.  Sent from the Father, He will return to the Father, back to His 

“throne and crown” after He “in flesh the victory won,” the victory over sin, death, and the devil, 

which the glorified Christ proclaimed to those in hell.  Stanza 7 uses the image of light, the light 

that now shines from the manger into the night, the light of Christ, which shatters the darkness, 

and the light in which “faith now abides.”  The concluding stanza is doxological praise to the 

Father, who, in the context of this hymn, sent His Son into the world; to the Son, who fulfilled 

the Father’s will in taking on our human flesh to rescue the world from sin, death, and the devil; 

and to the Spirit, by whose action Christ became “the Word of God made flesh, woman’s 

offspring, pure and fresh.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 23 

Daily, Christ Offers His Rich Blessings Through the Scriptures. 

 Suggested Readings for the week of December 5, 2021: 

Sunday, December 5: Isaiah 11:1-12:6; Malachi 3:1-7b; Philippians 1:2-11; Luke 3:1-14 

Monday, December 6: Isaiah 14:1-23 & 2 Peter 3:1-18 

Tuesday, December 7: Isaiah 24:1-13 & 1 John 1:1-2:14 

Wednesday, December 8: Isaiah 24:14-25:12 & 1 John 2:15-29 

Thursday, December 9: Isaiah 26:1-19 & John 3:1-24 

Friday, December 10: Isaiah 26:20-27:13 & 1 John 4:1-21 

Saturday, December 11: Isaiah 28:14-29 & 1 John 5:1-21 

Sunday, December 12: Isaiah 29:1-14; Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 7:18-28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

          Redeemer Lutheran Church 
             scripture alone   grace alone   faith alone   christ alone 
                                ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

      16351 Springdale Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92649-2773 
 

CHURCH: 714-846-6330    Office Hours: Tue-Fri 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
   Church email  churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net     Fax: 714-840-2679 
 

          Jim Toma, Pastor   email  jbtoma@redeemer-lutheran.net  
Church Website: redeemer-lutheran.net 

 

 SCHOOL: 714-840-7117     Office Hours: Mon- Fri 7:00 AM – 5:30 PM 
Mindy Weiss, Preschool Director  email  preschool.director@redeemer-lutheran.net 

 

Preschool Website: school.redeemer-lutheran.net 
 
 
 
 
   

       A Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

Our mission is to receive God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament, worship Him and 

grow in His grace, and to share those holy gifts, by making disciples for Christ, 

who reach out joyfully to the world around them. 
 

mailto:churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net
mailto:jbtoma@redeemer-lutheran.net
mailto:preschool.director@redeemer-lutheran.net
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