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The Nativity of our Lord      December 24, 2021 

(Christmas Eve)             7:00 PM 
 

WELCOME GUESTS If you’re looking for a church home, we hope you’ll consider Redeemer. Check 

out the resources on the information cart, the library in the narthex, or www.redeemer-lutheran.net.  If 

you have questions about this congregation or about the Lutheran Church, feel free to ask an usher or the 

Pastor.  Please fill out a fellowship card (found in this worship bulletin) and drop it in today’s collection 

plate, providing a phone number and e-mail address. To offer a special public thanksgiving prayer or for 

those in need, please fill out a blue “Prayer Card” found in the pews or the narthex.  Give the card to an 

usher or place it in the offering plate. Large print versions of this bulletin are available upon request at 

the ushers’ station.  Thank you for worshiping with us. 
 

Prayer Upon Entering Church 

Lord of Lords, as You promised, You now dismiss Your servant in peace.   For my eyes 

have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to Your people Israel.  I marvel at all that Your 

Word proclaims about the baby Jesus.  I give You thanks and will rejoice over Your Son 

with all who look forward to the redemption of Your people. Amen.   (from Luke 2:29-38) 
 

 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  Behold Christ lying in the lap of his young mother, 

still a virgin.  What can be sweeter than the Babe, what more lovely than the mother!  What 

fairer than her youth!  What more gracious than her virginity!  Look at the Child, knowing 

nothing.  Yet all that is belongs to him, that your conscience should not fear but take 

comfort in him.  Doubt nothing.  Watch him springing in the lap of the maiden.  Laugh 

with him.  Look upon this Lord of Peace and your spirit will be at peace.  See how God 

invites you in many ways.  He places before you a babe with whom you may take refuge.  

You cannot fear him, for nothing is more appealing to man than a babe.  Are you affrighted?  

Then come to him, lying in the lap of the fairest and sweetest maid.  You will see how great 

is the divine goodness, which seeks above all else that you should not despair.  Trust him!  

Trust him!  Here is the Child in whom is salvation.  To me there is no greater consolation 

given to mankind than this, that Christ became a man, a child, a babe, playing in the lap 

and at the breasts of his most gracious mother.  Who is there whom this sight would not 

comfort?  Now is overcome the power of sin, death, hell, conscience, and guilt, if you come 

to judge this gurgling Babe and believe that he is come, not to judge you, but to save. 
           Martin Luther’s Christmas Book 

 

 

Prelude 
 

 

Christmas Opening Verse   (Galatians 4:4-5) 

Pastor:  When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman,  

Cong.: born under the Law, to redeem those under the Law, that we might  

  receive the full rights of sons. 
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Hymn 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”   [LSB hymn 379] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

T Service of lessons and carols T 
Stand      vespers 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong.: Amen.            (Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]) 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

Cong.: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

 our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.       (1 John 1:8-9) 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Cong.: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We 

justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.            (John 20:19-23) 

Cong.: Amen. 
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Sit     Choir anthem 

 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (LSB 367) 
Arr. Dan Forrest 

 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 

Reading:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwell in the land of the 

shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 

Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the 

throne of David, and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 

justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
 

 

Hymn 

“Prepare the Royal Highway”   [LSB hymn 343] 
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Reading:  Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 

before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  Then Joseph her husband, 

being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away 

privily.  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him 

in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 

which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt 

call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.  Now all this was done, that it 

might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be 

with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 

interpreted is, God with us.  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had 

bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn 

son: and he called his name JESUS. 
 

Hymn 

 “Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming”   [LSB hymn 359] 
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Reading:  Luke 1:26-38 
 

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 

Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the 

virgin's name was Mary.  And the angel came in unto her, and said, “Hail, thou that art highly 

favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.”  And when she saw him, she 

was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.  And 

the angel said unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.  And, behold, thou 

shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.  He shall be 

great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne 

of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there 

shall be no end.”  Then said Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?”   

And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 

of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee 

shall be called the Son of God.  And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son 

in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.  For with God nothing 

shall be impossible.”  And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according 

to thy word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 

Hymn   “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”   [LSB hymn 356] 
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Reading:  Luke 2:1-7 
 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be taxed (and this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria).  

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out 

of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because 

he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 

with child.  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 

be delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 

and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

 

 

Choir anthem 

 “When Stars Shone Down” 
Steven Aldredge 

 

O night when stars shone down, the Lord of Heav’n was born.  While the shepherds abiding 

heard the song heaven was singing: Adoramus te, glorificamus te, Rex, Gloria! 

O night when stars shone down, the Son of God was born, Angel choirs fill’d the sky o’er 

Bethlehem, the heavens were singing: Adoramus te, glorificamus te, Rex, Gloria!   

Sing Gloria! Adoramus te, glorificamus te,  Alleluia!  Rex, Gloria!  Gloria!   

Rex, Gloria!  Adoramus te, glorificamus te, Rex, Gloria!  O glorious Lord of Light, O light of 

our dark night, born to the world that night when stars shone down, While heaven was singing: 

Adoramus! Glorificamus! Adoramus! Glorificamus!  Rex, Gloria!  Gloria! 

 

 

 

Reading:  Luke 2:8-20 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 

find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth peace, good will toward men.  And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 

them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 

this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.  And they came with 

haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.  And when they had seen it, 

they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.  And all they that 

heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  But Mary kept all these 

things, and pondered them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 
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Hymn  “What Child Is This?”   [LSB hymn 370] 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reading:  Matthew 2:1-12 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came 

wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we 

have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.”  When Herod the king had heard these 

things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  And when he had gathered all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.  And they said 

unto him, “In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, ‘And thou Bethlehem, in the 

land of Judah, art not the least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come a Governor, 

that shall rule my people Israel.’ ”  Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired 

of them diligently what time the star appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and 

search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may 

come and worship him also.”  When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which 

they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  And when they were come into the house, 

they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they 

had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.  And 

being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own 

country another way. 
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handbell anthem 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  Arr. Kevin McChesney 
 

 

sermon 

“From Beginning to End”  (Pastor Toma) 
 

Offerings 
You may place your offering in the plate as you exit the service. 

 

Stand             Prayers 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to  

   their needs.  

 Holy and gracious Lord, Your Son became flesh with heart and hands to bear our sins to  

  the cross, that our hearts might be pure and our hands clean before You.  As we give  

  thanks for Your Son’s incarnation, strengthen our faith with the remembrance that He is  

  born to save us by His life, death and resurrection.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, by the gift of Your Holy Spirit we testify that Your Son is the Savior  

  of the world.  Pour out Your Spirit continually upon Your people.  Bless pastors as they  

  proclaim Jesus who became flesh to save us by dying and rising again, and open our  

  mouths to praise the name of the One born in Bethlehem.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: God of comfort, You sent an angel to reveal to Joseph that the Child in Mary’s womb  

  was Your own, preserving their marriage and family.  Preserve our homes also by Your  

  Holy Word.  Fill them with Your grace, that husbands and wives, parents and children  

  may live in peace and love with one another.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: Almighty God, the One born in Bethlehem is Son of David and Lord of David, to whom  

  every knee shall bow.  Look upon all those whom You have placed in authority, and  

  grant that they might govern in the wisdom, justice, and mercy of the Christ who came  

  to save.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: Lord God, You love us and sent Your Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Strengthen  

  us to love one another.  As You have mercy upon all who are poor and troubled, so  

  make perfect Your love in us, that we would gladly be Your instruments of help in time  

  of need.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We give thanks to You, O Lord, for the saints who received Your blessing of  

  righteousness in Christ and now stand in the most holy place before Your throne in  

  heaven.  Preserve us by Your grace in the holiness of Christ so that we, too, might dwell  

  in Your light and life for eternity.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Cong.: hear our prayer.  
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Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Cong: Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer      (Matthew 6: 9-13) 

Pastor:  Father, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;   

  give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses  

      as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Hymn  “Joy to the World”   [LSB hymn 387] 
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Benediction    (Numbers 6: 24-26) 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

             The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

             The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you His peace. 

Cong.: Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

Cong.: Thanks be to God.             (Luke 2:29-32) 
 

Postlude 

Serving Our Lord and His People this Night 
 

Acolyte:   Thomas Keller  Usher: Gary Yudin 

Elder/Reader:  Reinhard Stenzel 

Organist:   Matthew Laub 

Music:   Sanctuary Choir, Celebration Ringers 

Brass:    Dan Rugg, Stan Silverstein, Jon Kniss, Dennis Nicolosi 
 

Christmas at Redeemer Lutheran church 
 
 

Friday, December 24   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  (Divine Service)   11:00 PM 
Saturday, December 25  Christmas Day Worship Service  (Divine Service)    10:00 AM 
Sunday, December 26  First Sunday after Christmas      10:00 AM 
     Adult Bible Study and Sunday School       9:00 AM 
Friday, December 31   New Years Eve  (Divine Service)        7:00 PM 
Sunday, January 2   The Epiphany of Our Lord  (Divine Service)   8 & 11 AM 
 

          Redeemer Lutheran Church 
             scripture alone   grace alone   faith alone   christ alone 
                                ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

      16351 Springdale Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92649-2773 
 

CHURCH: 714-846-6330    Office Hours: Tue-Fri 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
   Church email  churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net     Fax: 714-840-2679 
          Jim Toma, Pastor   email  jbtoma@redeemer-lutheran.net  
          Tom Miller, Specific Ministry Pastor   email  tmiller@redeemer-lutheran.net  

Church Website: redeemer-lutheran.net 
 SCHOOL: 714-840-7117     Office Hours: Mon- Fri 7:00 AM – 5:30 PM 

Mindy Weiss, Preschool Director  email  preschool.director@redeemer-lutheran.net 
Preschool Website: school.redeemer-lutheran.net 

 
 
 
    

       A Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

Our mission is to receive God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament, worship Him and 

grow in his grace and to share those Holy gifts, by making disciples for Christ, 

who reach out joyfully to the world around them. 
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