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"JESUS IS OUR FAITHFUL SAVIOR IN THIS FAITHLESS WORLD” 

Mark 9:14-29 

14 And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and 
scribes arguing with them. 15 And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, 
were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. 16 And he asked them, 
“What are you arguing about with them?” 17 And someone from the crowd 
answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes 
him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and 
grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and 
they were not able.” 19 And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long 
am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20 And 
they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it 
convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the 
mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” 
And he said, “From childhood. 22 And it has often cast him into fire and into water, 
to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 
23 And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who 
believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help 
my unbelief!” 25 And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he 
rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command 
you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26 And after crying out and 
convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of 
them said, “He is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and 
he arose. 28 And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, 
“Why could we not cast it out?” 29 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be 
driven out by anything but prayer.” 

In the name of our Lord Jesus, who has power over the evil one. Amen. 
 
After the literal “mountain top” experience, Jesus, and His inner circles of 
disciples (John, James, and Peter) descended from the Mount of Transfiguration. 
Interestingly, every time God the Father testifies about Jesus as His beloved 
Son, we witness demonic activities. God the Father proclaimed to the world that 
Jesus was His beloved Son at His baptism and the Holy Spirit led Christ into 
the desert to be tempted. At the Mount of Transfiguration, God the Father 
affirms His attitude towards His Son. When Jesus and the inner circle joined 
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the rest of the disciples, there was a commotion. When people saw Jesus, the 
crowd came to Him for help. One from the throngs of people stated that his son 
was possessed, and Jesus’ disciples could not drive out the demon. To people 
living in the U.S., it is difficult to imagine demon possession and Satanic attacks. 
Our brothers and sisters from Africa and Asia encounter supernatural events in 
their daily lives very similar to what Jesus and His disciples encountered. For 
the rest of the world, spiritual and material realms intertwine. 
  
According to the father of the boy who had been possessed, the demon tried to 
kill his son, and it would make the boy mute. “Teacher, I brought my son to you, 
for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it 
throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid.” Why 
were not His disciples failed to drive the demon out? Jesus’ reaction helps us to 
catch a glimpse of what happened. Our Savior rebuked His disciples, “O faithless 
generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? 
Bring him to me.”  
  
Later, in private, the disciples asked Jesus why they were not able to exorcise the 
demon. Christ answered them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but 
prayer.” Based on what He said, there must be different kinds of demons with 
various strengths. 
  
The disciples failed to drive out the demon, which must have been disappointing 
for this boy's father. Imagine yourself hearing about this miracle worker who 
could help his son. His hope was dashed when his beloved child did not get 
better. Finally, the source of all miracles, Jesus came by, and the father 
begged Him, “But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”  
  
All of us have been disappointed at people, whether they are government 
officials, medical experts, friends, or even family members...even Christians. 
Often our frustration with others is projected on God. If things do not turn out 
according to our plan. We blame God and make Him responsible for everything 
wrong with us. The boy’s father describes our attitude towards God. When 
everything fails and our wit and good luck run out, we finally turn to God to 
help us. We ask God with full of doubt, “If you can do anything, have compassion 
on us and help us.” As indicated in the epistle lesson, we use our tongues to curse 
our neighbors and ultimately attack God and spread lies about Him. 
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Our God is faithful. Many people would look at the Old Testament God as angry 
and the New Testament God as happy and joyful. They see the disconnect 
between these two. However, the Lord has always been faithful. However, we 
walked away and blamed the Creator of the heavens and earth as evil. The 
Almighty and gracious God planned to rescue the world from the bondage of sin, 
Satan, and death. As we have read from Isaiah, the Lord gave previews to the 
discouraged people of God. 
  
Our Savior Jesus came to this sinful world to rescue you and me. When we look at 
our hearts and lives, we certainly do not deserve God’s love. The Lord made 
many of us His sons and daughters in the waters of Baptism. By the Holy Spirit, 
we can confess like the boy’s father from the Gospel lesson today, “I believe; help 
my unbelief!” 
  
My brothers and sisters, when we were still enemies of God, our Savior died on 
the cross for us. People will disappoint us; Satan will try to frighten and attack 
us. Even so-called Christians hurt us by their words and actions. Sinful human 
beings do not correctly represent our gracious God. When we face difficulties 
in our lives – health woes, financial shortfalls, relationship troubles, death 
of our loved ones, or our own mortality – it is so easy to question God and 
make Him like other sinful individuals. When we have doubts, please lookup. 
Look at the cross of our Savior. Look at the empty tomb. Look at the Lord’s 
Supper and partake in Jesus’ true body and blood. Our Savior is with us. We do 
not walk alone; our brother Jesus is walking with us through “the valley of the 
shadow of death.” He will never abandon us. Whenever we confess our sins of 
worrying and doubts, our gracious Savior assures us, “My child, your sins are 
forgiven; you are mine. Nothing can separate you from the love of God in Me.” 
 
My friends if our sins bother us and Satan would tempt us and try to create 
doubts in our hearts. When it seems, death surrounds and eventually wins, 
please look at God’s promises and love expressed in our hymnal. Take 
heart: the faithful Savior who drove out the demon from the boy is with you. The 
Lord who dispelled doubts from the father is with you. The Savior who headed to 
Jerusalem, like the immovable flint, is with you. The One who suffered on the 
cross is with you. The Lord who conquered death is with you. My dear brothers 
and sisters, your Jesus is with you even in the face of trials and death. 
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LSB 594: God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

Stanza 3 
Satan, hear this proclamation: 
I am baptized into Christ! 
Drop your ugly accusation, 
I am not so soon enticed. 
Now that to the font I've traveled, 
All your might has come unraveled, 
And, against your tyranny, 
God, my Lord, unites with me! 
 
Stanza 4 
Death, you cannot end my gladness: 
I am baptized into Christ! 
When I die, I leave all sadness 
To inherit paradise! 
Though I lie in dust and ashes 
Faith's assurance brightly flashes: 
Baptism has the strength divine 
To make life immortal mine.  

Stanza 5 
There is nothing worth comparing 
To this lifelong comfort sure! 
Open-eyed my grave is staring: 
Even there I'll sleep secure. 
Though my flesh awaits its raising, 
Still my soul continues praising: 
I am baptized into Christ; 
I'm a child of paradise!  

 


