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Prayer 

Almighty God, source of our life, we acknowledge you as Creator of all people 

of every race, language, and way of life. Help us to see each other as you 

see us: your sons and daughters loved into being and sustained by your 

parental care. Keep watch over our hearts so that the evils of prejudice and 

pride will find no home with us. 

AMEN 

Introduction 

Today’s Epistle contains two separate portions of scripture – the first about 

prejudice and the second about good works (of which we may often be 

proud), and I’d like to address each one in turn. 

Prejudice – the Good 

In certain areas, our family of believers here at Redeemer are to be 

commended, in that, by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we avoid or 

minimize some of the common prejudices covered in the reading.  From my 

observations, we do a pretty good job of understanding that no matter how 

a person is dressed, be in shorts and flip-flops or a suit and tie, we do what 

the lesson says, and don’t make a distinction.  Again, from my experience, 
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we also don’t make a big deal about either the poverty or the wealth of those 

who participate in our community; we are welcoming to all comers. Similarly, 

our various professions cover a wide range of activities, from executives and 

lawyers, to teacher and engineers, to tradesman and mechanics; again, 

because we have the Holy Spirit, we see past these aspects of our vocation 

and see each other as fellow believers and redeemed children of God. 

Prejudice – the Bad 

That’s not to say there aren’t some areas for improvement – or maybe even 

areas of sin to confess.  As a PhD friend of my wife’s often confessed, he 

“didn’t suffer fools gladly,” as Paul says we are to do in his letter to the 

Corinthians. (2 Corinthians 11:19). I daresay many of us here today, 

regardless of our level of formal education, might be guilty of that as well. 

We overall are a congregation that really does read, learn, mark, and inwardly 

digest God’s word in a serious and thoughtful way. Do we need to be more 

aware and maybe more open to those who are more focused on their 

relationship with Jesus than their knowledge about Him? 
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And while it may reflect the immediate neighborhood, we are for the most 

part a white Anglo-Saxon congregation.  While Caucasians do make up 60% 

of the city’s population, Hispanics account for 20% and Asian another 15%.  

I know that in the past Redeemer has had programmatic outreach to both 

Vietnamese and Latinos, but from what we’ve learned about in Joining Jesus 

on His Mission, shouldn’t the outreach to our neighbors be more organic and 

less programmatic?  

Prejudice – the Ugly 

One final area of prejudice involves our politics.  Whether on the right, on the 

left, or in the middle, we may find ourselves thinking less of those that don’t 

agree with us – we discriminate against them. Instead of engaging in dialogue 

and civil discourse, we see our mission as helping them see where they are 

wrong.  Given that we share a Christian world view and a high regard for 

Scripture, we just can’t figure out how they came to their conclusions – and 

we dismiss them.  But they, too, are our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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In all these areas, if we have sinned, if we have shown prejudice, I would 

pray that we would ask for and receive each other’s forgiveness, just as we 

have asked God to forgive our own sins, which He did when He sent Jesus 

His son into the world, to die in our place, so that our sins might be covered. 

Examples 

Some may think that prejudice is a learned behavior, an un-natural condition.  

I would agree – if we call it what is it – sin.  Sin in any form is a deviation 

from what we were created to be and do.  And this sin has been around for 

a long time and doesn’t go away even if we are active in ministry for God. 

Even a casual reading of the Gospels indicates that Jesus’s disciples, as was 

common at that time, were prejudiced against both women and Samaritans.  

Looking back even further in the Bible, Jonah was so unwilling to minister to 

those that God directed him toward – the hated Ninevites - that he got in a 

boat and headed the opposite direction as quickly as he could.  God, as only 

He can, brought Jonah back and redirected his path.  Jonah reluctantly went 

and proclaimed God’s message of judgement to the city. When the 

inhabitants understood, the entire population, from the greatest of them to 

the least, repented in sackcloth and ashes. 
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What Was Jonah’s response? He was upset and angry that God had mercy on 

those whom he viewed as enemies and unworthy of such favor. 

We need to remind ourselves that Jesus died for the sins of the whole world 

and that we have been called, through Word and Sacrament, to be members 

of His kingdom here on Earth and have been gifted, equipped, and 

commissioned as His ambassadors to those whose eyes have not yet been 

opened. 

 Pride 

In talking about pride, let me first define my terms – I typically broaden what 

usually comes to mind - thinking more highly of ourselves than is accurate – 

to also include thinking less of ourselves than is true.  Either one can be 

equally dangerous. 

Just as a good tree produces good fruit, our “good works” are an effect or 

results of our faith in the work (singular) and person of Jesus, not a 

contributing factor to it. 
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So how can the sin of pride be reflected in the works that we do?  Not by the 

works themselves, but in our attitudes and actions surrounding them. We 

compare our fruit, our works and “good deeds,” with those done by others, 

or maybe even what we ourselves did in the past, and we either pat ourselves 

on the back for the good job we’ve done or kick ourselves for not doing more.   

When we ‘help out’ around church, are we doing it so that our contribution 

will be recognized?  So that we can be part of the ‘in the know’ group? So 

that others will acknowledge the skills, abilities, and talents that God has 

entrusted to us?  If these are the reasons that we do what we do, we may be 

guilty of pride.  On the other hand, if we feel that others can do it better, that 

they already have enough help, that we’re too old (or too young), or any 

other excuse for NOT joining together to get the job, we are ‘proud’ of our 

inability. 

A right view of using our time and talents is to  

(1) Acknowledge the ways in which God has given us both our 

‘natural’ skills and abilities as well as the supernatural gifts 

bestowed on us at our Baptism.  
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(2) Use them according to the various vocations and callings that 

we have been placed into, with the heart of a servant whose 

focus is on faithfully carrying out their ministry and not the 

results of the ministry itself. 

(3) Rest in the assurance that when this life is over, God has 

prepared a place for us and that in His time, He will call us home 

for our eternal reward. 

If we give to offerings to Concordia Irvine so that they will put our name 

on a plaque and recognize our gift, we are proud, and scripture says that 

we have received our reward from men.  On the other hand, if we consider 

what that we give is only “a drop in the bucket” (so we don’t bother to give 

at all), we are also proud, because the focus is on the amount.  In the parable 

of the talents, Jesus focuses on what we have done with what He has allowed 

us to manage, NOT the fact that some received more than others. What have 

we done with what we have been given? 

There was a prayer vigil for Barb on Friday; we didn’t get the answer that 

many of us would have liked - for her to be returned to us in good health.  

However, the vigil and the prayers that were offered were not a failure. I’m 

reminded of the words written on a sign above the desk of Chuck Colson: 
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Faithfulness Not Success 

God calls his people to pray and that is what we did, both individually and 

corporately.  Even when we didn’t know what to say or do, the Holy Spirit, 

received at our baptism, intercedes for us with our Heavenly Father. 

It would be my prayer for each of us today that this would be our focus as 

well – not on success as the world see it, but on being faithful to what the 

Lord of the Church has called, equipped, and enabled us to do for Him, His 

Bride, the Church, and for all of those who cannot yet call God ‘Abba,’ Father, 

as we who have been redeemed have the privilege to do. 

AMEN 
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