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Pentecost 7th Sunday “Sealed with the Holy Spirit” July 11, 2021 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto 

You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen! 

Hear, again, this verse from our Epistle reading:  

13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in Him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, 

to the praise of his glory. 

These words speak comfort into a world of broken people. That comfort comes 

from the sure and certain promise of God that we have been forgiven through the 

person and work of Jesus Christ for us. And that forgiveness, which yields life and 

salvation, engenders a desire in believers to love their neighbors as we ourselves 

have been loved, that is, in spite of ourselves and without any merit or worthiness 

in us. 

For the Devil is a divider. He pushed a wedge between Adam and God in the 

Garden and has been dividing and conquering humanity ever since. He loves a 

good fight and the bitterness which ensues is his bread and butter.  

We are pathetic at this unity and forgiveness thing. Sin has disfigured and 

distorted us and made us difficult people. It has done the same to others, 

compounding the problem. How can we possibly be united and forgive one 

another when our own nature as well as our common history and present 

realities so effectively divide us?  

It seems to be easier to isolate ourselves and not deal with this problem. We can 

find some like-minded folks, perhaps on a social media site, and we can complain 

about other people, reinforce our own ideas, and not confront the difficult task of 

talking to/interacting with people who disagree or are different than we are. We 

can keep them at a distance. And this makes unity even more remote.  
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The mechanism of God’s unity is found in the forgiveness of Christ. Read the 

passage carefully and notice how Paul comes back to the blood of Jesus (Eph 1:7). 

The death of Christ on the cross for the sins of the world is the basis for true 

unity. I think that point is really the heart of this sermon. The world needs what 

we have as Christians.  

We can talk to anyone. We are forgiven sinners and nothing the world can do can 

change that. What is more, we can start every conversation by recognizing the 

truth that Jesus died for every sin that my neighbor has committed. We do not 

have scores to settle, not really. It might be good if we came to realize what ways 

we have harmed one another, but our unity and love for one another is not 

dependent upon what we do, but upon what Christ has already done for us.  

As Christians we cannot participate in cancel culture. We do not accept that there 

are deplorables or unlovable people. God has loved them all and poured that love 

into us. We may not agree with what a person does or the ideas that they 

espouse. Paul certainly did not. Sin remains sin and we cannot accept that wrong 

is right or vice versa. But our disagreement never precludes our love for others. 

God is uniting all things in Christ.  

This is our inheritance. We are children of the Heavenly Father. When we were 

adopted into this family of God, when we were baptized into Christ, we 

renounced the Devil and all his works and all his ways. The devil, the great divider 

wants us to see only the differences. God calls us to see that which unites us – the 

blood of His beloved Son, shed for all, forgiving all, uniting all. He sends us to live 

it and thereby to be the instruments of His divine will, being fulfilled. We do not 

have the responsibility to do it ourselves. We are his tools of the moment, joining 

Jesus on His mission. We can rejoice in that role. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we see His truth and live in it.  

God is bigger than the devil. Satan may want to divide us, but God’s will is to unite 

all things to Himself and therefore all of us to each other. The Devil cannot win at 

his division game. Jesus has united all people. He died, so we mortal human 

beings are all, in this, like Him. In this mysterious unity of the grave, God has 

begun to work out his grand plan. Jesus is now risen, and we have new life in Him. 
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Jesus is our unity, not you or me. He has not laid that burden on us. Rather, He 

has given us, in his forgiveness of our sins and the sweet message of forgiveness 

of all sins, the tools to be a unifying force instead of a contributor to division. We 

are made part of the solution instead of just being part of the problem. But He 

remains the unifier.  

Not being responsible for unity and being forgiven sinners make talking to anyone 

much easier. We do not have to win the argument or come to agreement. We 

know that Jesus has forgiven us of many more sins than we will ever experience 

at the hands of another person. Likewise, God has forgiven us and the rest of the 

world of far more than they will ever do to you or me. So, our conversations can 

begin in that humble place, as recipients of God’s grace, in the presence of other 

such recipients. Unity can flow from that place of unqualified forgiveness. 

“Behold!” John says, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” 

This quote is from the Gospel of John, the first chapter, in the account of the 

Baptism of Jesus. Baptism is the seal of our election to salvation. 

We would do well to memorize the Hymn (LSB 594) “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say 

It.” Here are the words: 

God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ! 

He, because I could not pay it, gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many?  I have one worth more than any 

That brought me salvation free, Lasting to eternity! 

 

Sin, disturb my soul no longer: I am baptized into Christ! 

I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

Should a guilty conscience seize me, since my baptism did release me 

In a dear forgiving flood, sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

 

Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ! 

Drop your ugly accusation; I am not so soon enticed. 

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, all your might has come unraveled, 

And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me! 
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Death, you cannot end my gladness: I am baptized into Christ! 

When I die, I leave all sadness to inherit paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

Baptism has the strength divine to make life immortal mine. 

 

There is nothing worth comparing to this lifelong comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, still my soul continues praising: 

I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 

These gifts: God’s Word and His sacraments, form our worship service. We begin 

remembering our Baptisms in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. It is this living in our Baptisms that does what Martin Luther says when 

he asks. “What does such baptizing with water indicate?” And he answers, “It 

indicates that the Old Adam in us should, by daily contrition and repentance, be 

drowned and die with all sins and evil desire, and that a new man should daily 

emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” 

And we continue this daily renewal by hearing God’s word proclaimed into our 

ears through our liturgy, psalms, songs, prayers, creeds, preaching. And His word 

enters into our ears carrying with it the Holy Spirit into our hearts creating the 

faith that receives Jesus’ forgiveness, life and salvation, all the time, every time, 

for every sinner and every sin. For God promises that whoever confesses his sins, 

God is faithful and just to forgive his sins and cleanse him from all 

unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). 

And that is why we can know God’s love for us is certain and say with confidence: 

In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:37-39). 

And may the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide with you to life everlasting. Amen! 


