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6TH Sunday of Pentecost Life in Christ 2 Cor 12 July 4th 2021 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto 

You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen! 

Happy Fourth of July! It is the 245th anniversary of the founding our nation. In 

celebrating this, we should remember the words of its founders, such as: 

Our first president, George Washington, who said, “The liberty enjoyed by the 

people of these States of worshipping Almighty God, agreeable to their 

consciences, is not only among the choicest of their blessings, but also of their 

rights.” 

Our second president, John Adams, who said, “We have no government armed 

with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality 

and religion...Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It 

is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” 

And our first chief justice of the Supreme Court, John Jay, who said, “The Bible is 

the best of all books, for it is the word of God and teaches us the way to be happy 

in this world and in the next. Continue therefore to read it and to regulate your 

life by its precepts.” 

So we will pray in Prayer of the Church, “Almighty God, protect and defend our 

nation from its enemies. Support our leaders, and preserve them from 

temptation. Through the work of all civil authorities, enable us to live a quiet and 

peaceable life according to Your Word.” Amen! 

So, what does that have to do with “Life in Christ” and our Epistle from St. Paul? 

Well, our forefathers clearly saw that life in Christ was essential to both our civic 

life together and our spiritual life and salvation. 

St. Paul was struck by Jesus words, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” Although his modesty in boasting couches it in the 

third person, this is something Paul himself has experienced.  
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This rapture he experienced is not definitively explained. It may have been a 

physical experience or it may have been a vision. It seems to be related to his 

“Damascus road” encounter with Jesus. And his use of the third person may not 

simply be modesty; it may suggest that this experience is beyond the actual Paul 

as sinner-saint, but of a person “in Christ” (I know a man in Christ, he said; or as 

he says in Gal 2:20, I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 

Christ who lives in me.) This is a far greater credential than even a “super” (or 

“not-so-super”) apostle. Of such a man, but not of himself, Paul will boast. 

If Paul does speak about himself, in the flesh, he does so by highlighting the 

weakness of the famous “thorn.” His prayers for relief were answered in the 

negative, three times no less, a sense of completion with echoes of Jesus’s prayer 

in Gethsemane where He prayed three times for “this cup” to pass from Him. 

We often doubt our God, thinking, “if God doesn’t show his power over this, my 

affliction, then he’s not good enough to be my god (or possibly, I’m not good 

enough to be His person).” This leads to Paul’s climactic claim that is the focus 

and theme of the sermon: God’s power is made “perfect” in our weakness. The 

final line is a piece of the great reversal: when we are weak (in ourselves), then 

we are strong in Christ. 

This is a refutation of the pervasive perversion of “happiness gospel” and the false 

theology of glory so popular in a Christianity driven by worldly values. Paul’s own 

“prayer testimonial” is focused on how God answered his prayer. He did not 

deliver him of his affliction, and instead turned him to a more profound 

understanding of grace and power. It is not about how God fixes our problems, 

but how He gives us a new way of evaluating life and valuing reality as “new 

creation” people in Christ. 

But the new creation does not free us from the old—it’s the old Lutheran 

theology of, if “now,” then also “not yet.” And even among those within the body 

of Christ, things can go very badly indeed. We see that in our own lives. And even 

after two visits and anticipating a third, Paul’s congregation remains a troubled 

and divisive mess. 
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To such all-too-familiar issues of Christian life together, Paul moves in a direction 

opposite that of simply claiming a power and authority “better than” anyone else 

in order to sort things out. He notes that, in the end, he can make no claims on 

God (as should no others, either), and that any “boasting” must be grounded in 

weakness and humility, even as the cross itself is a sign and reminder of our sin 

and lack of any claims at all before God. In a practical sense, “conflict resolution” 

starts with the humility of confession and repentance. 

In this lies a whole new way of defining reality, not by might or by power, or even 

by spiritual gifts or by healings, or by how God answered my prayer in my way, 

but by the cross and resurrection in which the old has passed away and the new 

has come ( 2 Cor 5:17). God’s strength comes down in weakness; He identifies 

with the lowly; He rises to the power of life through death. God’s answer to 

prayer is His strength in our relationship with Christ. This is a value system and 

reality completely dependent on God’s goodness and grace, and on His definitions 

of life and peace, which are ours already in Christ. 

We are weak – we are subject to forces and things which are beyond our control. 

Even God is one of those forces. We have so little control over our own health, 

finances, and even our relationships. We cannot even control our own desires, 

feelings, and attitudes. If things go well, we are conceited and vain. If things go 

poorly, we despair and lose hope. We eat too much, we waste our time, and we 

are afraid of foolish things. We have no leverage, no power to change the things 

we want most to change. We can do nothing about it. In short order we could be 

sick, broke, alone, or dead. 

But God gives us strength – being out of control but in God’s hands empowers us 

with a strong message to tell. We are not overcome by the forces which would 

work our suffering and death. Even then we have hope – Jesus rose from the 

dead. We are not saved by not dying, but through death we are saved to eternal 

life. Jesus has not abandoned us to sin and its power. Paul was given a curb to his 

conceit in a fleshly thorn. Jesus also is using the things around us to make us into 

His witnesses in this place. His Spirit fills us with His holy love.  
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Jesus’ kingdom comes and His will is done often in and through the humble, plain, 

even ugly people of this world. We do not look in the mirror of this world’s 

assessment to know our value – God holds up a wholly different mirror in which 

we see ourselves beside His crucified and risen Son. God’s assessment is eternal. 

We have eternal life. We are strong and we can boast in that.  

So where does this life in Christ come from? We begin our life in Christ, most of 

us, when we were Baptized. For those who came late to Baptism, you began your 

life in Christ when God’s word entered your ears carrying with it the Holy Spirit 

which creates the faith that saves you. For faith in Christ receives His gifts. 

Paul said, I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 

who lives in me. How are we crucified with Christ? As Paul said in Romans chapter 

6: 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

Remember your Baptisms my dear brothers and sisters. For to live in Christ is to 

life in the forgiveness Jesus bought for us in His life, death, and resurrection. We 

now longer live to the Law, but to Christ’s love. And our response is to love one 

another. And every time we fail this, which we will, we return to the forgiveness 

brought to us through His Word, through Baptism, through Holy Communion, and 

through Confession and Absolution. These are the means of grace. Look to them 

for they are not dependent upon anything you do, but only what God has done 

for you. It’s the cycle of life in Christ. Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sins of the world!  

Live in Christ and His forgiveness, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there is 

also life and salvation. May this 4th of July be truly blessed! 

And may the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide in you to life everlasting. Amen! 


