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Prayer 

Creator Spirit by whose aid, the world’s foundations first were laid 

Come visit every humble mind, Come pour Your joys on Humankind 

From sin and sorrow set us free, May we Your living temples be 

AMEN 

Setting the Stage 
 

Today’s epistle reading, from the 2nd Volume of Luke – the Acts of the 

Apostles – describes the events immediately preceding, as well as the text 

used for what was one of the first recorded sermon of the Christian Church.   

As Jesus promised at His ascension, the Holy Spirit was first given to the 

believers as they had gathered.  This didn’t go unnoticed by their neighbors 

and guests in the city; if any of you have been in a hurricane – a mighty 

rushing wind, they make quite a noise.  

Seeing that a crowd had gathered, Peter spoke up; he wanted to explain 

what was happening; under the inspiration of the recently bestowed Spirit, 

he was explain it as fulfilled prophecy from the writings of Joel. 
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In good Lutheran fashion, Peter began by proclaiming the law to those who 

thought the apostles were drunk, calling out their misunderstanding of what 

was happening.  He then quotes the text, as you sometime see Pastor do 

when he is preaching.  Today’s reading doesn’t include Peter’s explanation 

of the text, the rest of the sermon, which can be found in the subsequent 

verses where he proclaims the reality of the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus of Nazareth, proclaiming Him both our Lord and Christ – God’s chosen 

messiah who was sent to seek and save the lost, including you and me. 

Peter spoke God’s word to his hearers and God honored the promise He 

made thorough Isaiah (55:11) 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 

return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

Clarity or Confusion 

Because words have power, God spoke, and the world was created from 

nothing; Satan spoke, and the world fell; Luther’s words prompted a debate 

that reformed the church; We forgive one another and are forgiven; Pastor 

consecrates the bread and wine, setting them apart as Holy; We confess 

with our mouth and believe in our hearts and are saved. 
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But what if we couldn’t understand what was being said?  If Pastor Hanna 

were to preach his sermon two weeks from today in Turkish or Arabic, we 

would hear the sounds but most likely wouldn’t be able to understand, 

appreciate, or learn anything from such as sermon. 

Linguists today count between six and seven thousand languages and 

dialects spoken in the world today.  Orange County provides ballots in over 

a dozen different languages.  To understand this diversity, you must go 

back to Genesis 11, where after the flood, the inhabitants of the plain of 

Shinar – Babylonia – wanted to make a name for themselves and started to 

build a tower that would reach into the heavens.  Two things happened 

because of this hubris – God scattered them over the face of the earth and 

confused their speech, so that they couldn’t understand one another. 

This brings us to today’s text, which is not an easy one to read – thank you 

Steve (Brian). While Jerusalem was indeed a multi-lingual trade center at 

the time of Christ, the fact that it was the Hebrew Feast of the Harvest 

meant that there were more foreigners in the city than might have typically 

been the case.  
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In a show of supernatural power, God chose to give His followers the ability 

to simultaneously interpret or translate what they were hearing into a 

language that they hadn’t previously known, for the benefit of those around 

them for whom that language was their native language. 

This is just one example of how God chose to use a miracle to authenticate 

both the message and the messengers, and so enabled the rapid and 

authoritative spread of the Gospel – the Good News concerning Jesus the 

Christ, who became sin, in order to once and for all put sin to death. 

Relevance for Today? 

At this point, you may be thinking – Ok – nice history lesson, but how is it 

relevant for today? Does God still work through the supernatural? 

He does indeed – Let me give you a couple of examples:  

Pastor Hanna has shared with us during some of the Second Saturday 

studies how God is using dreams to reach those who have grown up in the 

Islamic tradition.  
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A former Pastor of mine, who spent many years in South America, often 

contrasted how Venezuelans have acute spiritual vision, recognizing both 

the angelic and the demonic as real and active, while those here in the U.S. 

were comparatively blind to God’s messengers and their activities. 

 I’ve seen the elders of a church pray with the critically ill who subsequently 

make a full recovery – a ‘medical’ miracle if you will. 

And not unlike those who judged the apostles as drunk, many today will 

minimize, rationalize, or otherwise try to ignore the reality of the spiritual 

world and try to reduce everything to a material cause that we think we can 

fully understand. 

In addition to these extraordinary events, God also works on a regular basis 

through His Sacraments. We bring those who desire to become part of the 

body of Christ, both young and old, to the font for Baptism, where through 

water and the Word, they are sealed with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 

given gifts by Him for the building up of the body of Christ in whatever 

vocation they are in, are promised everlasting life in a heavenly home. 
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We celebrate the Lord’s Supper, where in, with, and under bread and wine 

we take into ourselves the very body and blood of Christ – a mystery that 

we can acknowledge as real, but not fully comprehend with our frail human 

minds.  

What’s Our Response? 

If we have been Baptized, we can claim as our own Joel’s promise 

that the Holy Spirit will be poured out on all my male servants 

and all my female servants.  

Servants is really a weak translation – a more comprehensive 

understanding of our relationship with Christ is bondservant – one who has 

placed themselves in service to another, giving up their right to determine 

their own goals, activities, and pleasures, knowing that the master’s plan 

for them is better than any they could devise. 
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Joel further indicated that those servants upon whom the Spirit is poured, 

those who are baptized, will prophesy.  Does that mean everyone will be 

able to tell of future events with 100% accuracy, as required of the 

Prophets of Old Testament?  No, that aspect of foretelling is only a small 

part of what they did.  They spent much more time and energy in forth 

telling, or what we today would call preaching. 

So, does that mean that everyone can preach? Yes and no. 

No, at least not in a public setting.  For the purposes of good order, the 

church has delegated the duties of PUBLIC preaching to those whom a local 

congregation calls into that office, such as Pastor Toma. 

But in other settings, yes, since according to the Timothy (2 Tim 4:2),  

preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 

rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.. 
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In a marriage, husband and wives should preach to each other; in a family, 

parents should preach to their children, and in some ways, the children will 

also preach to their parents.  In a work or social setting, we who know the 

Lord and are members of His family, should preach both to fellow believers 

as well as to those who are outside the faith.   

At this point, you may be wondering how to do this.  I’ll give you two 

answers.  The first is remember that the Christian life is not about activity, 

but about a relationship; whatever we think, say, or do reflects our 

relationship with Jesus.  And He promised us that we don’t have to go it 

alone, but that we are guided by the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Luke, in his 

Gospel (Lk 12:12) quotes Jesus, who said: 

the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say. 

The second is to join us during the Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study, 

where the focus is being Shown How to Join Jesus on His Mission; here are 

some examples of how we too can speak up: 

We preach and proclaim Jesus as our Master at work when we are asked 

about our weekend and we answer with what we did on Sunday morning 

rather than on Saturday night. 
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We preach and proclaim Jesus as Creator whenever we engage the culture 

that is challenging our Christian worldview, our understanding of truth and 

reality. 

We preach and proclaim Jesus as Provider when we give to those less 

fortunate than ourselves. 

We preach and proclaim we are followers of Jesus at home when we 

encourage our mate, children, or parents. 

We preach and proclaim Jesus when we use the gifts, talents, and abilities 

He has given us to properly exercise our vocations – the roles and positions 

He has placed us in. 

We preach and proclaim the power of the Holy Spirit when we engage in 

prayer, since the Spirit himself intercedes with us through wordless groans. 

Example 

At those times when we rely on the Holy Spirit to know what to say, the 

words that the He gives us are often words we’ve heard before – readings 

from the lessons, a stanza from a hymn, or even parts of the liturgy.  
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As an example of the value of hearing, even memorizing, God’s word, and 

so that we can get a glimpse into what it must have been like on that first 

Pentecost, I would ask that if you know the Lord’s Prayer in a language 

other than English, that when we join together in that prayer later in  the 

service, that you would say the prayer in that other language. 

AMEN 
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