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Prayer 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye Heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 

AMEN 

The Rest of the Story 
 

Last week we heard the setting for Peter’s sermon, this week we hear the 

sermon proper.  And since this is a sermon on a sermon, I’d like to help you 

better understand what sermons are supposed to do, and to distinguish 

them from teaching.   

Teaching is primarily aimed at the head – things you should know or 

understand.  It is also objective, not affected by our feeling or moods. It 

can include historical and cultural background, definitions of terms, and 

detailed explanations of words and phrases.  If you listen to almost any 

Christian radio preachers, most of them are not really preaching, but 

teaching from the pulpit.  I’m sometimes guilty of that myself since I have 

more experience teaching than preaching. 
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On the other hand, preaching, or sermons, are primarily aimed at the heart 

– things you should be or do.  Sermons need to balance Law – what God 

demands of us, and Gospel – what God has done for us, with the latter 

being predominant.  What we ‘pick up’ from preaching really depends on 

what we need to hear, and its may be different for each person in the 

congregation.  To those who are secure in their sin, we pray that the law 

may have its full effect, so that they are brought low and are ready to hear 

the Good News of the Gospel.  For those that have been broken by the Law, 

we pray that the sweetness of the Gospel will have its full effect, knowing 

that their sins have been paid for and restoring the expectation for life 

everlasting with their Savior. 

It’s Personal 
 

One additional point of distinction is that teaching is generalized – as a 

teacher I’ve given the same lecture to dozens of classes.  Preaching, on the 

other hand, is personal, incorporating the context, the preacher, and the 

congregation.  Peter does this in the text, addressing His audience as both 

Men of Israel and Brothers.  He draws upon the shared experiences of both 

with references to our forefathers, specifically David, and the quote from 
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one of the Psalms by him.  For those of you who attended Victor Lee’s 

memorial service, Pastor Pierson did a wonderful job of tying Victor’s 

profession as an attorney to the fact the Jesus is our advocate, our defense 

attorney, when facing the God the Father, as He pronounces judgement on 

the world. 

Law and Gospel – Sin and the Cross 
 

Peter’s, isn’t shy about accusing his hearers of breaking the fifth 

commandment – of murdering Christ. They did so by handing Jesus over to 

the Romans.  That same accusation could also be leveled at all of us here 

today since it was because of your sins and mine that Jesus submitted to 

His executioners. We have not kept the law and done all that God 

commands.  The Roman soldiers were merely the instrument used to carry 

out the sentence that should be our own. God’s justice demands death, so 

we are the real reason that Christ suffered and died. 

But Peter is also not shy about proclaiming what God has done, about 

proclaiming the Gospel.  Death could not hold Jesus, because God raised 

Him up, releasing him from the pains of death.   We too, since we have 

been baptized into His death, will be raised to eternal life to be in the 
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presence of God forever, as was God’s original plan.  In other portions of 

scripture, Paul compares the lifting of Christ on the Cross to the lifting of 

the bronze serpent at the time of Moses. The Israelites looked upon that 

image of the serpent and were saved from the deadly serpents in their 

midst; we look upon the Christ on the Cross and are saved from the Devil, 

who seeks to do us deadly woe. 

Law and Gospel – Death, Decay, and Everlasting Life 
 

Other consequence of sin are death and decay – we get old, our bodies die, 

and we return to the dust from which we were made.  Christ, however, was 

without sin, so even in death, the body of God’s Holy one did not see decay. 

Moreover, just as Christ was raised from the dead with a transformed body, 

we too will be raised in glory with a spiritual body that will last forever. 

Law and Gospel – Hell and Heaven 
 

An aspect of the Christ’s suffering on the cross that we can’t fully 

understand is Hell.  We can comprehend the physical pain of the scourging 

and crucifixion and the emotional pain of the betrayal by a friend, but we do 

not experience the pain of being forsaken by the Father. We do not 

experience the full wrath of God imposing His righteous judgment upon 
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Christ for what each of us has done contrary to God’s will in thought, word, 

and deed. 

Similarly, we can only see through a mirror dimly what our eternal life in 

Heaven will be.  Scripture gives us hints, indicating that we will have a 

dwelling there perfectly suited to us, that we will see Jesus face-to-face. 

The Revelation of St. John paints a picture of the Heavenly Jerusalem that 

is both beautiful and opulent. 

Law and Gospel – Lord and Christ 
 

A final contrast comes in the last sentence of the reading.  Jesus is our 

Lord, our Master.  We are bound to trust, honor, and obey him. We give up 

whatever ‘rights’ we thought we had so that His will would be done both to 

and through us.  And just like a parent protects a child, He loves us, cares 

for us, and provides us with all that we need (even if its isn’t all we want). 

In continuing with the title of Christ, Peter says “YES,” this is the long-

awaited Messiah, the chosen one, who will rescue us from the 

consequences of the first Adam’s sin - and our own. 
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Gospel Imperative 
 

In hearing both Law and Gospel in a sermon, the Holy Spirit can use some 

of the words I’ve spoken to point out areas where you may need to change 

as well as areas to be comforted and encouraged in Christ.  That’s the 

individual application.  Peter ends his sermon with a general application, 

and while it’s phrased as something we should do, it is properly understood, 

not as law, but as something that is a natural outgrowth of the Gospel.  

Peter wanted his hearers to tell all their fellow Israelites the truth about 

Jesus.  That’s also true today, that ‘as we go,’ we should be telling our 

family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers about Jesus and the relationship 

we have with Him. We have signs at the exit to the parking lot that say we 

are entering the mission field.  Let’s take that exhortation to heart each and 

every time we see it and make it our personal mission field. 

AMEN 
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