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Easter 7 1 John 5 “The Testimony of God” May 16, 2021 

 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto 

You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen! 

The sermon today focuses on our Epistle reading, 1 John 5:9-15, particularly 

verses 9-12: 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, 

for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10 Whoever 

believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not 

believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony 

that God has borne concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony, that God gave 

us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 

does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

Six times the word “testimony” is used in this short passage. Usually, this word is 

used in the context of a courtroom or some other setting where legal statements 

are being heard. But this is focusing on the testimony of God.  

John speaks of eternal life in a forensic context, taking us to a courtroom where 

God the Father bears witness or testifies to the life He gives us in his Son. In this 

courtroom drama, God testifies to the reality of life in his Son, against the world, 

and for our consolation. 

Having read much of John’s letter by now, you know that this testimony asserts 

that the enfleshment, the incarnation, of the Logos, the Word, is Jesus of 

Nazareth. Whoever believes the Son of God, has the testimony within them. But 

the one who does not believe the Son of God makes God out to be a liar.  

The way of life God testifies to is the way of faith in the Son, who is the Truth (cf. 

Jn 14:6), to whom “the Spirit of truth” testifies in us (1 Jn 5:6b, cf. Jn 14:16–17). In 

John’s teaching, the courtroom takes place inwardly, in our hearts, where faith 

takes root in the believer, in “everyone who has been born of God” (1 Jn 5:4): 

“Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself” (v. 10a). This 

spiritual way of life, or life of the Spirit, leads to “the love of God. 
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John offers us a contrast between two opposing principles at war with each other, 

namely, the way of the Son that leads to life and the way of the world that leads 

to death: “Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God 

does not have life” (v. 12).  

Each side has its own story or narrative, its own testimony or judgment, as it 

were. Each side justifies its way of looking at things. The way of the world sets 

itself against God’s word concerning his Son, and thus against the Son, the Truth, 

and the eternal life He gives us. It is the way of wrongdoing, of sin leading even to 

death (cf. vv. 16–17). This is the way of “the evil one,” who keeps the world under 

his seducing “power” (cf. v. 19). It amounts to living under the spell of a lie. Thus, 

the way of the world is to be overcome through faith in the Son of God (cf. vv. 4–

5), giving the believer spiritual eyes to see reality, the Truth of God. 

But why would God need to testify, as in a courtroom, concerning his Son? 

Against whom is God defending his Son, and for what purpose? In John’s image of 

the courtroom, the world’s judgment is against those born of God, who foolishly 

put their belief in his Son. Are not death, evil, and sin rampant in the world? So 

God must be a liar. Faith in his Son has not changed anything! Evil is still rampant 

in the world. This is the testimony of the world against us.  

Over against this false judgment, God testifies to the Truth in order to defend and 

console his Children against the attacks of the world. The Spirit of truth, the 

paraclete or defense attorney, cf. Jn 16:7–11) bears witness to the truth in the 

children of God, assuring them that God is right and the world is wrong about the 

Son. God is no liar. His testimony is true. His judgment concerning the way things 

really are is trustworthy, in spite of what the world might think, say, or do. 

We can be confident that God is trustworthy in his testimony. John reminds us 

that we have a God who does what he says. The same God has promised to hear 

our prayers and answer them (1 Jn 5:14–15). Do you want to know if God’s 

testimony is true? Ask God to deliver you from sin, and He will give you life (cf. v. 

16). Ask God to protect you from “the evil one” and he will not be able to snatch 

your life in Christ Jesus away from you (cf. v. 18).  
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With the spiritual eyes of belief in the Son, we can be sure that God’s word is 

reliable, that we have indeed overcome the world through faith in his Son (cf. vv. 

4–5), even when it does not seem like it because of what we see in a world full of 

evil, sin, and death. 

We hear God Himself testifying to this man, Jesus the Christ in Matthew 3:16-17 

where it says, “And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the 

water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from 

heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’” 

We hear it again at the Transfiguration in Matthew 17:5: where it says, “Jesus was 

still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from 

the cloud said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 

him.’” 

By the Holy Spirit John testified, “Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in 

the name of the only Son of God (3:18).” And, “For as the Father has life in 

himself, so He has granted the Son also to have life in himself (5:26).” And again 

“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name (20:31).” 

Jesus testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 

Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you (John 6:53).” 

By the Holy Spirit Paul testified, “For by grace you have been saved through faith 

(in Christ Jesus). And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result 

of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

But do we believe such things? All this testimony really hinges on the truth of the 

Resurrection. Do we really believe that Jesus came back to life after He was 

crucified, died and was buried?  

Well, the issue of such a miraculous event does not depend upon how such an 

event occurs, but rather only on the straightforward factual question of whether 

or not such an event happened.  
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As John Warwick Montgomery points out: A man rising from the dead need only 

give the same evidence of his being alive as any other man in the world can give. 

Therefore, the Resurrection, considered only as a fact to be proved by evidence, is 

a plain case, requiring no greater ability in a witness then that they be able to 

distinguish between a man dead and a man alive.  

This Jesus accomplished this very thing. Multiple witnesses saw Him and heard 

Him and talked with Him and ate with Him and were willing to stake their lives on 

the truth of their testimony.  

Jesus gave witness that He is our Savior by his blood and by the command that all 

the world should be baptized in His name. He says by water and blood, for 

baptism would be a useless, powerless, trifling act, if Christ had not laid the 

foundation for its effectiveness in His blood. The forgiveness of sin, the washing of 

sins that is promised to us in baptism was purchased by Christ, for us, on Calvary, 

by His blood.  

And the gospel of Christ our Savior would have no effect on the souls that are 

dead through trespass and sins, if the Spirit of God did not bear witness of its 

truth in our hearts. This word of God, that the Spirit of God bears witness through 

this Word to the heart of each and every listener with a power that no human’s 

words or language can convey. 

These means of grace and salvation are so closely bound together, that he says, 

“these three agree in me, namely the Spirit, the water, and the blood.” Where 

baptism is, there is also the power of His blood to cleanse of sins, there is also the 

witness of the Spirit to give new birth.  

Again, where the blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed a heart through faith in Christ, 

there the Spirit has wrought that faith, there Baptism is gladly and immediately 

desired and received, as we see on the day of Pentecost and with the Ethiopian 

Eunuch. Again where the spirit bears witness in the heart of the truth of the 

gospel, that heart cannot and will not deny and reject Christ’s blood and Baptism.  
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While nature testifies to the existence of God, its testimony alone is not enough 

to tell us what we need to know about our Creator and Savior. We can only learn 

what we need to know about the true God from the Bible. This was why Paul and 

Barnabas came to Lystra. They wanted to tell the people about sin and their 

Savior. They wanted them to understand that whenever we think, say, or do 

anything that does not serve others, we sin.  

Sin pokes holes in us so that we cannot hold on to the goodness (righteousness) 

that God wants us to have. What would you do with a cup that is riddled with 

holes? Obviously, it is not useful for drinking so you throw it out. In the same way, 

in our sinful condition, we are not useful to God. We should be tossed aside. Yet 

God did not want to do that. That’s why He sent his Son, Jesus, to save us from 

our sins. Jesus saves us by wrapping himself around us, sealing up all those holes 

caused by sin. In Him we are the kind of vessels God wants us to be. 

Having been “repaired” by Jesus, God fills us again with His goodness. He doesn’t 

stop when we’re filled to the brim; He causes his goodness to overflow so that we 

can pass his love and blessings on to others. Paul understood that. That’s why his 

life’s mission was to tell others about Jesus. For we are His workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them (Ephesians 2:10). God also wants us to join Him in sharing this 

message of salvation with others, as we go about our daily lives and in our 

vocations. And our purpose in sharing this testimony is to draw attention to Jesus, 

our Savior, the only name under heaven and on earth by whom we are saved. 

May the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide in you to life everlasting. Amen! 


