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Prayer 

Open our ears, O Lord, to hear your word and know your voice. 

Speak to our hearts and strengthen our wills, that we may serve you today 

and always. Amen.  

The View from Eternity 

What do you say if people ask you “when did you become a Christian?” 

A common answer from our non-denominational friends is a specific date 

when they walked down the aisle or otherwise “asked Jesus into their 

heart.”  Most of my Lutheran friends would say that it was at their Baptism 

that God adopted them into His family and made them a part of the Church.  

I often responded with “Before the foundation of the world,” since according 

to St. Paul writing to the church at Ephesus: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.  
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In a similar manner, while Matthew, Mark, and Luke chronicle the life of 

Christ starting with his incarnation and birth, both the Gospel of John and 

today’s Epistle of John tell Jesus’ story from the perspective of eternity. 

Who is Christ? 

In the opening paragraph, John lays out some of the fundamental truths 

about Jesus in a simple and concise manner that subsequent generations 

have embodied in the creeds we use today. 

For example, in the Nicene creed, which we use many Sundays, we 

proclaim: 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. 

This echoes the text’s proclamation of Jesus being before all worlds, as well 

as the Son of the Father. 

Even more, there are parts of the Athanasian Creed, which we usually only 

recite on Trinity Sunday, such as: 
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Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God 

and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all 

ages; and He is man, born from the substance of His mother in 

this age: perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational 

soul and human flesh; equal to the Father with respect to His 

divinity, less than the Father with respect to His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: one, 

however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by 

the assumption of the humanity into God; one altogether, not by 

confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 
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John spent several years of his life as an eyewitness to both the daily 

routine and the extraordinary miracles of the God-Man, Jesus Christ. 

In the passage, he clearly identified Christ as the Son of God, a 

distinct and co-equal person of our Triune God as well as a real-life, 

flesh and blood man. Jesus hungered and ate, thirsted and drank, 

worked and slept, learned, lived, died, and rose from the grave, all 

without sin, to provide us with the free gift of eternal life in him.   

While we can’t put our hand into His side that was pierced or our 

fingers into the mark of the nails, we can experience the real presence 

of Jesus in the Lord’s Supper; we can, as the Psalmist says, “taste and 

see that the Lord is good.”  Our God, who created this material world, 

has sanctified and redeemed his Creation by taking on human flesh. 

We Have No Sin!? 

After explaining who and what Christ is, John moves on to our 

relationship with Him. I’ll wager that none of you have ever said (or 

even thought to yourself) “I have no sin” in so many words, but I 

know that I, and probably the rest of us as well, have said or thought 

the functional equivalent. Let’s take a look at how this might happen. 
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Minimize 

One way to do this is to minimize or rationalize our sins. How many of 

us have said, thought, or heard someone else say phrases like? 

 It was a white lie 

 I was only going 70, not really speeding 

 Everybody was cheating on that exam 

 I need the money (or whatever) more than they do. 

 I was only joking 

 That was a cultural constraint and really doesn’t apply 

 Did God really say that wasn’t ok? 

The last one, of course, is what Satan said to Eve, who then ate the 

forbidden fruit.  But remember that God promised, at that time, that 

He would provide a descendent, Jesus, who would crush Satan’s head 

and destroy his power.  And just as God reached out to Adam and Eve 

after their sin, He has and reached and continues to reach out to us 

through his Word and Sacraments day in and day out. 
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Prioritize 

Another way we implicitly deny the depth of our sin is by prioritizing 

them, so that ones that we commit aren’t the really bad ones.  As 

early as the fourth century, the Catholic church did this officially by 

recognizing two classes of sin – venial and mortal, with most sins 

falling into the former category.  In Luther’s time, the church had 

identified seven deadly (or mortal) sins – Pride, Greed, Wrath, Envy, 

Lust, Gluttony, and Sloth. More recently, the Southern Baptists tried to 

avoid “drinking, smoking, and going out with girls who do.”  In many 

of today’s non-denominational churches, it’s the sexual sins that may 

get you kicked out – being gay, having an affair, having sex before 

marriage, and the like.  

If we’re guilty of whatever the ‘sin of the month’ is in our community, 

we can take comfort in Jesus’s words as recorded in John’s Gospel 

(John 10:28-30) that God reaches out to ALL sinners. 

I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one 

will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them 

to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out 

of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one. 
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Compare 

Another way in which we say, “We have no sin” is that we look at our 

spouse, kids, extended family, neighbors, friends, acquaintances, and 

co-workers and say to ourselves “I don’t (fill in the blank) like that 

person does.”  The list of sins that we recognize and enumerate in 

others may be longer or shorter, usually dependent on how well we 

know the person. This behavior has been around forever; in his 

Gospel, Luke (18:10-13) provides an example: 

Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 

other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a 

week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look 

up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on 

me, a sinner.’  

Again, later in this letter, (1 Jn 3:10), Johns gives us words of comfort: 
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“For whenever our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our 

heart, and He knows everything”  

Blame 

Finally, we may take the route of Flip Wilson from the 70’s, whom 

some of you are old enough to remember, with the phrase “The Devil 

made me do it.” Or we may use the more refined version, “I had no 

choice.”  While in some rare circumstances, we may indeed be faced 

with the choice between the lesser of two evils, in most cases God 

truly has provided a way of escape, as St. Paul has written in his first 

letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor 10:13). 

We’re in Good Company 

The Law isn’t easy to hear, and some of you might be feeling a bit 

dismayed at this point.  It’s ok though; you’re in good company.  St. 

Paul, through whom God chose to write much of the New Testament, 

calls himself the chief of sinners in his first letter to Timothy (1 Tim 

1:15). And being good Lutherans, most of us have heard Luther’s 

phrase, simultaneously and sinner, to describe our split personality 

while living here on earth. 
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How has God Responded? 

In the closing verse of the text, John describes how God, through the work 

of His son Jesus, has responded to all our sinfulness. 

First, the writer of Hebrews, quoting the Old Testament, says (9:22) that 

without shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.  At the bidding of 

His Father, Jesus willingly shed His holy and precious blood to make 

atonement for the sins of each and every one of us here today, as well as 

those living in all corners of the earth now, in the past, or in time to come. 

Second, Jesus represents us to the Father; He is our advocate.  He makes 

intercession for us with the Father when we don’t know what to say.  

Conversely, God doesn’t see us in the abundance of our sin but sees us 

through our relationships with Jesus as His pure and spotless bride. 
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Living as the Bride of Christ 

So then let us live in the reality of Christ’s resurrection. Christ is active right 

here, right now. The kingdom of God is not elsewhere, it is right here, in 

the forgiveness which we speak and the love which we share. Our eyes tell 

us that this world is filled with death and sin and destruction. Our faith 

points us to life and immortality as a gift from God. We live in both worlds 

at the same time. That tension is not something we run away from, but it is 

something we embrace. In dealing with the temptations we experience in 

life, we look not to ourselves, but to Christ, our Bridegroom. 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord." 

Amen. 


