Midweek Lenten Service

March 10, 2021
4:00 and 7:00

T Service of Vespers T
RETURN FROM FALSE WITNESS
One of the most straightforward sayings in the Book of Proverbs states, “A faithful witness
does not lie, but a false witness breathes out lies” (Proverbs 14:5). A word of false witness can
direct a series of actions in a deviant and destructive path. We find that negative action happening
in the Passion account of our Lord, where we see Jesus standing before Caiaphas with a series of
false witnesses seeking to defame the holy, innocent Lamb of God with untruths and lies. False
witness can be a deadly weapon. Whenever we ask, as did the psalmist, “O Lord, open my lips”
(Psalm 51:15), may what we then express always be true witness set in speech that declares the
praises of God.
Stand

Opening Verses

Praise to You, O Christ,

Lamb of
1

our sal – va -- tion.

T Psalmody T

(Psalm 27:11-14)

Pastor: Teach me Your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.
Cong.: Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have

risen against me, and they breathe out violence.
Pastor: I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living!
Cong.: Wait for the Lord, be strong, and let your heart take courage;

wait for the Lord!
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Sit

office hymn

“O Blessed Light, O Trinity” [LSB hymn 890]

Sit

T Readings from Holy Scripture T

First Reading (page 103 in the pew Bibles)

Leviticus 24:13-16

Elder: A Reading from Leviticus, the twenty-fourth chapter.
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Bring out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all
who heard him lay their hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him. And speak to
the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin. Whoever blasphemes the
name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone him. The sojourner
as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.
Elder: O Lord, have mercy on us.
Cong.: Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading (page 931 in the pew Bibles)

Acts 22:12-16

Elder: A Reading from Acts, the twenty-second chapter.
“And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who lived
there, came to me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that
very hour I received my sight and saw him. And he said, ‘The God of our fathers appointed you
to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth; for you will be a
witness for him to everyone of what you have seen and heard. And now why do you wait? Rise
and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.’
Elder: O Lord, have mercy on us.
Cong.: Thanks be to God.

Series Hymn

“Break Your Hearts”
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Stand

Gospel Reading (page 833 in the pew Bibles)

Matthew 26:57-68

Pastor: A Reading from St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter.
Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the
elders had gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high
priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. Now the chief priests and the whole
Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they
found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This
man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” And the high
priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against
you?” But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God,
tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you,
from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the
clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What
further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?”
They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped
him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”
Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us.
Cong.: Thanks be to God.
Sit

Responsory for Lent
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Hymn “Christ, the Life of All the Living” [LSB hymn 420:1, 5-7]
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sermon

“Return From False Witness”
(Pastor Jim Toma)

Stand

T Canticle T

6

magnificat

Continues on next page
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Offerings
You may place your offering in the plate as you exit the service.

Prayer of the Church

(1 Timothy 2:1- 4)

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
O Lord, our jealous God, save the third and fourth generations that will come after us
from Your punishment by filling us with Your Son’s zeal for Your house in these
Lenten days, that we may cast out every idol from our hearts and love only You and
Your commandments. Lord, in Your mercy,
Cong.: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Lord, our God, You have brought us out of slavery to sin through Christ Jesus, whom
You have made to be our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption. Bless
all those whom You send to preach Christ crucified to us, that we may ever know and
live in the truth of Your power in His cross. Lord, in Your mercy,
Cong.: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Heavenly Father, preserve and bless all Christian households, that husbands and wives
would live in love and service to each other, that fathers and mothers would diligently
bring up their children in Your fear, and that children would honor their parents and be
well equipped for service to their neighbors in this life. Lord, in Your mercy,
Cong.: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Lord of the perfect Law, You have called us to honor our parents and all other
authorities, that it might go well with us in our land. Bless all those who watch over and
govern us in Your stead. Make them wise in Your ways, that Your justice may be
upheld among us, and help us to serve and obey them in accord with Your will. Lord, in
Your mercy,
Cong.: hear our prayer.
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Pastor: O God, whose steadfast love in Christ is good, turn in Your abundant mercy to all who
suffer in our midst, that the flood may not sweep over them nor the pit close its mouth
on them. Deliver them from sinking into the mire and deep waters, and grant them
healing, comfort and peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
Cong.: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer, as three days after the temple of Your Son’s body was
destroyed by wicked men He raised it up again, grant that on the Last Day we and all
the saints who now rest in Your presence may share in the glory of His resurrection.
Lord, in Your mercy,
Cong.: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Cong.: Amen.

Kyrie

Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects
Pastor: O Lord, hear my prayer.
Cong.: And let my cry come to You.
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(Mathew 6: 9-13)

Collect of the Day
Pastor: Lord God, in You we find the truth about our world and our lives. Spare us from the
ravages of false witness. And when we fall, lift us up again and lead us to Jesus, the
Way, the Truth, and the Life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Cong.: Amen.

Collect for Lent
Pastor: Faithful God, through the ancient prophets You call us to return to You with all our
heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let these Lenten days be a time when, remembering
how You relentlessly return to us in mercy, we return also to You; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Cong.: Amen.

Benedicamus
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
Cong.: Thanks be to God.

Benediction

Pastor: The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
Cong.: Amen.

Postlude
Serving Our Lord and his People This evening
4:00 pm

7:00 pm

Elder/Reader

Steve Snyder

Adam Volkert

Organist:

Matthew Laub

Acknowledgments
Vespers from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission.
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

10

Lent & easter Worship Services at
Redeemer Lutheran church
Return to the lord
Wednesday Services at 4:00 PM (masks required) & 7:00 PM (masks optional)
March 17
“Return from Denial”
Pastor Mark Jasa
March 24
“Return from Betrayal”
Pastor Mark Pierson
March 28

Palm Sunday Divine Service
8:00 AM (masks required) & 11:00 AM (masks optional)

April 1

Maundy Thursday Divine Service
“Return to the Table”
4:00 PM (masks required) & 7:00 PM (masks optional)
Good Friday Service of the Word
7:00 PM (masks optional)
“Return to Truth”
Easter Vigil Divine Service
7:00 PM (masks optional)
“Return to the Church”

April 2
April 3
April 4

Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday) Divine Service
“Return and See”
8:00 AM (masks required) & 11:00 AM (masks optional)

Redeemer Lutheran Church
scripture alone grace alone faith alone christ alone
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16351 Springdale Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92649-2773
CHURCH: 714-846-6330 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net Fax: 714-840-2679
Jim Toma, Pastor jbtoma@redeemer-lutheran.net
Pat Anderson, Deaconess deaconess@redeemer-lutheran.net
SCHOOL: 714-840-7117 Office Hours: Mon- Fri 6:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Lauren Heckman, Preschool Director preschool.director@redeemer-lutheran.net
Church and Preschool Website: www.redeemer-lutheran.net

Clear Witness T Caring Service
Our mission is to receive God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament, worship Him and
grow in his grace and to share those Holy gifts, by making disciples for Christ,
who reach out joyfully to the world around them.
A Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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