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Prayer 

Through the written word, and the spoken word, may we know your Living 

Word, Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

The Setting 

As most if you know, our Sunday morning adult bible class is working its 

way through the book “Joining Jesus on His Mission.”  For today’s message, 

I want us to Join Jesus in the Synagogue at Capernaum, that ordinary 

Saturday morning 

We are there, with Jesus, because WE are the THEY.  Jesus wasn’t alone 

when he visited the city; He had at least four, if not more, of the disciples 

along with Him.   We, too, are disciples of Christ – those who learn from 

Jesus; one of His pupils.  God has called us to Himself, not with a direct 

command, like He called the Apostles, but through the written words of 

Scripture and the visible words of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
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While I can’t say for sure, it’s likely that that Synagogue was more like 

theatre in the round, with seating around the walls and open space in the 

center, as opposed to our theater or auditorium style seating today. While 

there were teachers, Rabbis, the activities were led primarily by the 

members of the congregation.  Formal worship, conducted by the priests, 

the descendants of Levi, was conducted only the temple in Jerusalem. 

The Saturday service were much more like our own Second Saturday Bible 

Studies rather than this Divine Service.  Many Saturdays, a member of the 

congregation, such as Rick Ritchie or Dan Dean will speak within their area 

of expertise.  Other times, we have guest in, like the upcoming reunion of 

Mark and Mark.  In our text, Jesus comes in not unlike those guest 

speakers as He read the scriptures and provide commentary and exposition.  

That’s the setting we are in. 
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The Message 

Jesus spoke his message with authority, and everyone recognized it was on 

a different level than anything they had seen before.  That this authority 

was so self-evident may seem surprising, but not necessarily so.  Have any 

of you had the pleasure of hearing an author reading aloud his or her own 

works? Or maybe attending a concert where the composer was conducting 

the orchestra?  Or possibly hearing the original band perform a piece when 

previously all you’ve known was the cover? 

Jesus IS the author of the scriptures!  He does know exactly what the text 

means since He knowns precisely what He wanted to say. He is the 

AUTHORity, not only on scripture, but as the writer of Hebrews says (12:2), 

Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith. Looking at the Greek word for 

Author, we can deduce that Christ is the originator of our faith in that He 

begins it, as well as the captain and prince of our faith. This indicates that 

Jesus controls our faith, steers it as a captain steers a ship, and presides 

over it and cares for it as a monarch presides over and cares for his people. 

This faith is a gift from God which no one can take away from us; Christ has 

created our faith and He will watch over it, care for it, and sustain it.  
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Our reading is silent on exactly what Jesus was teaching on, but not only 

did those God-fearing Jews in attendance recognize His authority, at least 

one evil spirit did as well.  The unclean spirit knew exactly who is speaking 

and identifies Jesus as the Holy one of God. And Jesus spoke and the 

demon fled. 

His words have power – remember that He spoke, and the cosmos was 

created (Ps 33:9). He is the same God that through His spoken word gave 

the Law to Moses and engraved it upon tablets of stone.   

And what is amazing is that our words have power as well. God created us 

in His image and like the moon reflects the Sun’s light, our words can both 

create and condemn with blessing and cursing (James 3:10) 

Our words of Gospel can sanctify, encourage, comfort, uplift, and build up.  

Our words of Law can judge, crush, wound, anger, and destroy. 

When he ascended, Jesus explicitly claimed ALL authority in Heaven and 

Earth.  Prior to that, He had given some of that authority to us, His Church 

– to forgive sins (Matthew 18) and to overcome all the power of the enemy 

(Luke 10:19), among other things.  
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The Response 

So, what did those who joined Jesus in the Synagogue do?  The text 

records at least two things. 

First, they discussed. Looking at the flow of our Second Saturday studies, it 

is much more like the synagogue, with lots of give and take with the 

speaker and among those in attendance.    That’s much different that our 

typical Sunday morning experience, where I’ll bet many of us don’t even 

remember, much less discuss the readings or the sermon once we’ve left 

the building. 

Second, they told others about what they had seen and heard – “and at 

once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding regions of 

Galilee.”  I don’t know about you, but my response is rarely like that.  When 

asked, I may say that I did go to church on Sunday morning, but I don’t 

think I’ve ever shared with someone anything about insights from the 

sermon, encouragement from fellowship, the joy from singing a favorite 

hymn, or even the delight in finding that no one else took and ate my 

favorite donut.  
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We joke about it, that religion and politics are subjects not fit for civil 

conversation; that its ok for our beliefs to inform our personal behavior, but 

that those beliefs must be checked at the door when we enter the public 

square.  While I sometimes will tell other about my faith, I am guilty of 

believing that my life is different enough that others will see that difference 

and ask me, so I could make a defense of my faith.  However, I think I can 

count on one hand how often this has happened.  Now, ask yourself, is 

there a friend, a co-worker, a neighbor, or even a family member who 

needs to better understand your world view, your reasons for advocating 

public policy choices, or how your faith helps you deal with the stresses, 

strains, joys, and triumphs of daily living.  Reflect on whether those closest 

to you can see your light shine or if you’ve put it under a bushel. 

I thank God that even for these sins of omission, He has forgiven me. And 

not only me, but He has also forgiven each of you; His death paid the price 

for ALL the sins of every person who has lived, is living, or will live in the 

future. God’s free gift of salvation restores the broken relationship between 

God and man and enables us to look forward to life eternal with Him in 

Heaven, our true home. 
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I thank Him that for the indwelling Holy Spirit that enables all of us to be 

Christ’s ambassadors to this fallen world.  I pray for myself and for all of us 

that we may truly be able to represent the Kingdom of Heaven here on 

earth, to call others to believe in the One True God and be instruments in 

God’s hand so that His will can indeed be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

Amen. 




