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Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be 

acceptable in your sight, O LORD, our rock and our redeemer." 

What Does Advent Mean? 

Today we celebrate the second Sunday in Advent, but just what is 

Advent?  It comes from the Latin word for presence, coming, 

arrival, or official visit; this term had its beginnings with the 

arrival of emperors, rulers, and military leaders. 

As many of you know, I’m active in the Scouts; at one of the 

National Jamborees, or gatherings, that I’ve attended, we were 

honored by a Presidential visit.  The preparation, or advent, for 

that visit was extensive.  Early in the day, areas of the event 

were closed as sharpshooters were positioned in areas that 

overlooked the arena.  In addition, the temporary storage 

containers located along the route into the area, used for secure 

program materials, had to be opened for inspection and left 

unlocked, lest they be hiding a bomb.  As the attendees entered 

the area, we had to passed through metal detectors; we couldn’t 

even bring in a water bottle, because it might contain something 
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other than water. We knew that the time was getting close when 

we saw Air Force One fly over, landing at a nearby military base.  

Then the motorcade: a slow-moving string of a dozen or more 

cars including police, limousines, SUV’s, and an ambulance. 

Finally, there was the playing of the iconic Hail to the Chief, to 

announce the imminent arrival of the U.S. President. 

Even if you have never had this experience, you may have had a 

similar experience preparing for the visit from the CEO of your 

company, a movie star, the headliner to the concert, the 

superintendent or principal of your school, maybe even your 

grandparents visit the week before last for Thanksgiving. In all 

these cases, we who are waiting are actively preparing for the 

visit, not just sitting around twiddling our thumbs. 

Who Are We Waiting For? 

So, during the time of Advent, who are we waiting for? At the risk 

of stating the obvious, We’re looking backward to the incarnation 

of the Messiah as well as looking forward to His second coming, 

at the end of the age (and if you like that topic, be sure to attend 
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the Bible study on the topic that will resume on Wednesday 

nights after Epiphany).  In today’s Gospel text, Jesus is identified 

as the Messiah, the Son of God, and the Lord. 

He is the Messiah, meaning the anointed one.  Ever since the 

promise was given to Abraham, God’s people had been waiting, 

and preparing, for the coming in the flesh of the Messiah. 

He is the Son of God, which we proclaim and affirm every 

Sunday when we collectively recite the creed. 

We often hear the words “Jesus is Lord,” or hear Jesus called 

“Lord,” but what does it mean?  

The word is Κυρίου (Koo-ree-os), defined as a person exercising 

absolute ownership rights! Too often, we use that term without 

really thinking through the implications of it.  He is our master 

because He created us, provides for all our needs, and sustains 

us in all that we do and are.  We bear the corresponding term, 

δούλος (doo'-los), defined as someone who belongs to another; a 

bond-slave, without any ownership rights of their own.  We as 
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slaves should trust, honor, obey, and respect our master. He 

OWES us nothing.  However, He is a gracious master and has 

freely given us our very lives, both physical and spiritual, so that 

we may live with Him eternally.  

How Do We Know This? 

In describing that Presidential visit, I noted some of the signs 

that preceded the actual arrival.  As described in the text, John 

the Baptizer was the messenger or herald, a sign, prophesied by 

Isaiah 700 years before his arrival, to announce and proclaim 

that the first arrival, the incarnation, of Jesus, was imminent. 

John’s baptism of repentance wasn’t an innovation, but more of 

an expansion of the ritual cleansings that were initially prescribed 

for the priests as during their service in the tabernacle and for 

those who had become unclean according to the Kosher laws of 

the Old Testament.  It was a specific foreshadowing of the 

Sacrament of Baptism as we know it, in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, which includes the gifts and indwelling of 
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the Holy Spirit.  This is just one of the blessing we have received 

without merit from our gracious Lord and master. 

In the same manner, the bloody animal sacrifices of the temple 

were but a foreshadowing of the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus on the 

cross and His full and complete payment for ALL of the sins of ALL 

of the world, past, present, and future. 

How Should We Then Wait? 

So, what’s the point?  I hope I’ve painted a picture in your minds 

of both the process of preparing and who we are waiting on, so 

what do we do now? 

Do we merely go along with our culture, who has confused 

advent with Christmas?  Do we put up a tree, decorate our homes 

with lights, attend holding holiday parties (virtual this year), and 

give each other presents? While none of these are bad in and of 

themselves, we shouldn’t let them obscure our focus on both the 

incarnation and the triumphal return of Jesus. 
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Focusing on that triumphal return, I’ll begin in good Lutheran 

fashion with the negative. While scripture tells us that there are 

signs of the season, we also need to recognize that only the 

Father knows the exact time of the second coming.  

Notwithstanding, there are several people who have over the 

years tried to predict a specific time. 

One group that did so were the Millerites (no relation) of the last 

century, who were so convinced that the second coming was 

imminent that they sold everything and spent all of their time 

praying, singing hymns, and worshipping.  We can trace both the 

modern Seventh Day Adventists and the Jehovah’s Witnesses to 

this group. As is evident, their predictions were wrong. 

More recently, those from who hold a dispensational theology 

have created an elaborate timeline that includes a return of 

ethnic Jews to the promised land, a rapture of believers, a 

tribulation for those left behind, and an earthly reign of Christ.  

While such detail appeals to us, since we want to KNOW, it is at 

odds with our understanding of the whole of scripture. 
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Even with a good theological understanding of the end times, we 

may become complacent about Jesus’s second coming, since it 

has been over two millennium since the incarnation, living as if 

we will die before He returns.  

On to the positive, how should we wait? We should live in eager 

expectation of the imminent return, always ready and watching 

like the wise virgins waiting for the arrival of the bridegroom, 

with our lamps full of faith. 

As a practical matter, we properly “wait” simply by doing what we 

have been called to do every day, take over the world (for 

Christ).  We do our best with our God-given time, talents, and 

treasures in the various roles or vocations in which we find 

ourselves – parent, child, spouse, employee, employer, member,  

volunteer, leader, citizen, or elected official, just to name a few.  

We live in our Baptismal relationship, remembering each day that 

God has called us to Himself and has enabled and equipped us to 

do whatever He has asked of us.  Despite our recurrent sins, He 

dwells in us through His Holy Spirit, never abandoning us but 
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ever ready to forgive us in spite of the fact that there is no merit 

or worthiness in us. 

We acknowledge that Christ not only came in the flesh, but that 

He continues to be present with us in that flesh through the Holy 

Supper, which he gives to us for the forgiveness of sins, the 

strengthening of our faith, and life everlasting. Today, we 

welcome several of our youth to join us in that feast that binds us 

together with our fellow believers around the world and 

throughout time. 

In closing, I pray that with not only the normal stresses of the 

our secular preparation during advent, but with the added 

stresses of a global pandemic and the associated physical and 

fiscal problems that it bring, that we may recognize that our Good 

Shepherd, will carry all of us in His arms, will keep us close to His 

heart, and will gently lead us through this season and the next.  

AMEN. 

 


