Midweek Advent Service

December 16, 2020
4:00 and 7:00

JESUS, THE LIFE OF JESSE’S TREE
As the celebration of Christ’s birth draws near, it is good to remember that the Advent season
is about life. God entered this world, which is marred by death, as a vulnerable baby, brimming
with the hope of new life. This Christ Child grew up to be the resurrection and the life, so that in
the midst of the darkness of death, we have hope for life now and into eternity. Our Advent calling
is to let the life we now have in Christ shine forth into the dark places of our world, so that those
who dwell in the land of deep darkness may know the light and life of Jesus.

Advent / Christmas Hymn Sing
(6:50 – 7:00 PM)

T Service of Vespers T
Hymn

“What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” [LSB hymn 342]

Opening Verses
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Psalm 16

Stand

(Psalm 16; antiphon v. 11)

Pastor: You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness of joy;
at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge.
Cong.: I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from You.”
Pastor: As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.
Cong.: The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their

drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names on my
lips.
Pastor: The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; You hold my lot.
Cong.: The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful

inheritance.
Pastor: I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.
Cong.: I have set the LORD always before me; because He is at my right hand,

I shall not be shaken.
Pastor: Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure.
Cong.: For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let Your holy one see

corruption.
Pastor: You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness of joy;
at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
All:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Sit

Readings from Holy Scripture

First Reading
Matthew 3:13-17
Elder: A reading from Matthew, the third chapter.
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold,
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming
to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased.”
Elder: O Lord, have mercy on us.
Cong.: Thanks be to God.
Second Reading
Romans 6:1-11
Elder: A reading from Romans, the sixth chapter.
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How
can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified
with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ,
we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once
for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Elder: O Lord, have mercy on us.
Cong.: Thanks be to God.

Responsory for Advent
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Office Hymn

“The Night Will Soon Be Ending” [LSB hymn 337]

4

sermon

“Jesus, The Life of Jesse’s Tree”
(Tom Miller – SMP Candidate)

CATECHESIS
Cong.: What is the Magnificat?
Pastor: It is Latin for “magnify, praise.”.
Cong.: Where is this in Scripture?
Pastor: It is the first word of the Song of Mary as found in Luke 1:46-55.
Stand

Canticle

“Magnificat”
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Offerings
You may place your offering in the plate as you exit the service.

Prayer of the Church

(1 Timothy 2:1-4)

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For all Christians, that the Lord would keep them from every folly that would turn them
from His words of peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Cong.: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For the Church, that the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world would richly
and daily forgive our sins and the sins of all believers; and for Matthew, our Synod
president; our district president; our circuit visitor; and all pastors in Christ, that they
would remain faithful and not deny but confess Your truth, let us pray to the Lord.
Cong.: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For the children of our families, that every darkness would be lightened by Your Son’s
gracious visitation; and that God would preserve them from dangers to body and soul,
guide them by His Word in wise paths, and keep them firm in the faith till life’s end, let
us pray to the Lord.
Cong.: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For our nation and its leaders, that God would preserve our land and its citizens in peace
and harmony, and protect all who serve in harm’s way, let us pray to the Lord.
Cong.: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: In thanksgiving for the kindness shown to us in Christ and the certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life with Him; and for those in every circumstance or need,
especially… let us pray to the Lord.
Cong.: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Cong.: Amen.
Stand

Kyrie
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Lord’s Prayer

(Matthew 6:9-13)

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects

Collect of the day
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our
hearts by Your gracious visitation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Collect for Peace
Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benedicamus

Benediction
Pastor: The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Hymn

“Hark the Glad Sound” [LSB hymn 349]
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Postlude
Serving Our Lord and his People This evening
4:00 pm

Acolyte:
Elder:
Organist:

7:00 pm

Steve Snyder
Matthew Laub

Miriah Evans
XXX

Advent and Christmas at Redeemer Lutheran
Sunday, December 20
Thursday, December 24

Friday, December 25
Sunday, December 27
Thursday, December 31
Sunday, January 3
Wednesday, January 6

Fourth Sunday in Advent (Divine Service)
Service of Lessons and Carols
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
(with Holy Communion)
Christmas Day Worship Service
(with Holy Communion)
First Sunday after Christmas
New Years Eve
(with Holy Communion)
Second Sunday after Christmas
The Epiphany of Our Lord
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8 & 11 AM
7:00 PM
11:00 PM
10:00 AM
8 & 11 AM
7:00 PM
8 & 11 AM
7:00 PM

Redeemer Lutheran Church
scripture alone grace alone faith alone christ alone
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16351 Springdale Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92649-2773
CHURCH: 714-846-6330 Office Hours: Tue-Fri 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net Fax: 714-840-2679
Jim Toma, Pastor jbtoma@redeemer-lutheran.net
Pat Anderson, Deaconess deaconess@redeemer-lutheran.net
SCHOOL: 714-840-7117 Office Hours: Mon- Fri 7:00 AM – 5:30 PM
Lauren Heckman, Preschool Director preschool.director@redeemer-lutheran.net
Church and Preschool Website: www.redeemer-lutheran.net ‘This is Most Certainly True’ podcasts

Clear Witness T Caring Service
Our mission is to receive God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament, worship Him and grow in His grace, and to
share those holy gifts, by making disciples for Christ, who reach out joyfully to the world around them.

A Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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