The Evils of Our Times
The early church in the first century AD faced a number of threats. Although those threats came
directly from the Jewish authorities, the religious culture of the times, and the governmental
authorities, it was clearly perceived by the Apostles that these were simply the means by which
Satan worked to insinuate his lies into the minds of people to take them away from the Way,
the Truth, and the Life.
The Jewish authorities’ primary threats to Christianity were through the twin deceptions of
legalism and works righteousness, and through a denial of Jesus Christ as the true Messiah.
Legalism was addressed by Jesus in His words saying “These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.” and His comparing of them to “whitewashed tombs.” The
Christian answer to challenges to Jesus as the true Messiah is the witnesses to the Resurrection.
The primary religions of the time in the Roman Empire were polytheistic and animist. Moses
had addressed those by his words “And there you will serve gods of wood and stone, the work
of human hands, that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.”
The governmental authorities restricted religious liberties and persecuted those who believed
there was a higher authority than Caesar, who was considered to be a god. Jesus dealt with this
by saying “render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and render unto God what is God’s.” Paul said
along the same lines “We must obey God rather than men.”
Although the preceding description is an over-simplification of the complexity of the times in
which the Apostolic Fathers found themselves, it does set the stage for the question: What are
the means that Satan is using in our times to insinuate his lies into our minds to take us away
the Way, the Truth, and the Life? The next few paragraphs will touch upon the answers to that
question.
Today, Christians in the United States are also confronted by the lies of Satan through the
means of apostate religious authorities, the culture of the times and the power of government.
The main areas of conflict involve the nature of truth, the nature of man, and the existence of
God. The spirit of the times opposes the Holy Spirit of Christianity. Let us take the matter of
Truth. To a Christian, Truth is God’s Word who became flesh and lived among us. Jesus declared
himself to be the Way, the Truth, and the Life. To a Christian, absolute truth exists absolutely.
To the post-modern member of today’s culture, truth is what you define it to be. You have
yours and I have mine. One is no better or no worse than the other.
If one put’s that relativism together with the denial of God then one gets a society totally
unmoored from any moral foundation or objective truth. We see those twin rivers of chaos
eroding away at the very structures that form a safe and sane world. People don’t know who
made them, in whose image they are made, or the nature of what is wrong with them. Science

becomes whatever the consensus believes. Biology is abandoned because it does not support
how we feel.
The main driver of this phenomenon in our society today is Marxism. Marxism is, and always
has been, opposed to God. It claims, “Religion is the opiate of the people!” It presupposes that
a society of men is perfectible instead of recognizing God as man’s only hope. It seeks the
power to impose such a perfect society instead of recognizing that such power in the hands of
fallen men will always prove dangerous. It pits classes against classes, race against race, ethnic
group against ethnic group, and interest group against interest group instead of seeking to
become “one body in Christ Jesus.” It denies the created order and pretends that man can
remake himself into whatever he wants, male, female, or whatever.
Marxism is the source of these “new philosophies” of our day. From the old class warfare of
rich against poor, it has evolved into “intersectionality.” It has separated institutions of higher
learning from seeking to know what God has created to removing God from society. It uses high
sounding language, euphemisms, and slogans to deceive people as craftily as Satan himself. It is
opposed to the sanctity of life as God has created it, the structure of the family as God has
created it, and the nature of man as male and female, as God has created them. It sees all
things as fluid and changeable, including truth, justice, history, and reality itself.
Christians must be aware of the dangers facing them. These are the serpents telling us today,
“Did God really say?” No Christian should trust anything derived from the ideas of
intersectionality or “critical theory” as these are simply Marxism with a new mask on, anti-God
and anti-Christian. “See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according
to Christ.” – Colossians 2:8 (Read the whole chapter; it will do you good!)
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