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Sermon: “Reflecting Christ’s Love” 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you Joan and Randy, if you’re watching, and to all 

those gathered here together from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen! 

We have gathered together here in the ark of God’s Church to remember our life 

together with our dear sister, Patricia Lee Harris and to testify to the faith that 

was given to her in her Baptism. That faith endured a lifetime and allowed her to 

receive the promised prize of everlasting life in Heaven. 

Pat was a strong woman. She was a strong Christian woman. She knew the Bible 

well. Well enough to teach Bible classes. She was a Baptized child of her Heavenly 

father. That was her most important identity.  

Pat’s faith gave her the strength to meet the challenges of life. It gave her the 

strength to meet those challenges with humor. She had an easy laugh.  

Pat was a woman of many talents. She worked in a wide variety of occupations, 

including as a bank teller, a real estate agent, an Avon saleswoman, and a 

Disneyland employee. I knew her only late in life where the challenges laid before 

her were those connected with age and disease. She rarely complained. She 

always did her best to come to church. When she couldn’t, she would study her 

Bible and watch services on the TV or listen to them on her radio. Even when she 

was wheelchair bound, she still helped out with the Altar Guild. 

I got to know Pat best when I would take Holy Communion to her at her house. 

She was always happy to receive the gift of the Sacrament. She and Joan would 

often have a question to discuss with me when I would visit. Sometimes it would 

be a challenging one, but they usually were gracious enough to let me know the 

topic ahead of time. 

The thing that made the biggest impression upon me in my many visits with Pat 

and Joan was the love between them. It was palpable. Through thick and thin, in 

pain and in happiness, Pat would always end up saying to Joan that she loved her 

and Joan would always say, “I love you too, mama!” 



They sacrificed for one another. The greatest gift a parent can give to her children 

is to model what love really is. And it’s not a feeling. Feelings come and go. No, 

God created the family, parents and children, to reflect the love that He has for 

us. A love that is not based upon what each person can get out of it, but upon 

what each person can give to the other. It is based upon sacrificing for the 

other…putting another’s needs ahead of one’s own. And it is meant to cover the 

multitude of sins even the best of us do to one another. 

You see, God created mankind out of love, to be a reflection of Him. He created 

us, both male and female, in His own image. Since God is love, that image also 

included that attribute of love. In the Fall, we became disobedient children, 

unable to be one with our heavenly Father and unable to save ourselves from the 

consequences of our disobedience: eternal death and separation from God our 

Creator. 

But God, in His infinite love for His fallen creatures, acted in grace and mercy to 

save us anyway. And despite our sin, His love was such that He came into His 

creation in human flesh in the person of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. He was 

born of a human mother, the virgin Mary, by the power of the Holy Spirit. He 

came among us and lived a perfect life in obedience to His Father and in love 

toward His neighbor, thereby fulfilling the Law for us. Jesus died the death we all 

earned by our disobedience and He did it for the whole world, even the ones who 

were crucifying Him, saying, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they 

do,” thereby fulfilling our judgment. And He rose from the dead so as to defeat 

death for us that we might not die eternally. 

Pat reflected this love, imperfectly, yet recognizably. But that’s not what saved 

her. Pat believed all this about who Jesus was and what He did for her. That is 

what saved her. That’s how she received His gifts: forgiveness, salvation and 

eternal life. That’s all any of us can do: believe, die, and receive.  

Pat is now resting in Jesus. And on the last day, her body will be resurrected, 

perfect, imperishable, never to suffer again. That’s all any of us can do to inherit 

eternal life: become His heirs through Baptism and belief in His person and work 

for you.  

 



We will miss Pat. Joan misses her Mom deeply and beyond what words can 

express. But her Mom ran the race and received the prize. And you, Joan, will see 

her again for yourself, just as you will see Jesus face-to-face. And He will wipe 

away every tear from your eyes and there will be no more pain. And in the New 

Creation, you will have every need satisfied, to the glory of God and Jesus Christ. 

That’s a promise from the Only One who never breaks a promise – God Himself. 

Until that day, may the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit keep you steadfast in the true faith to life 

everlasting. Amen!  


