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Eileen Hansen Memorial Service 
October 10, 2020 

Sermon: “Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant” 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God, our Father, and our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ! We are gathered here together for the very reason of receiving that 

promised peace in the face of the sorrow of separation. In the passing of Eileen 

Grace Hansen, it is good, right, and salutary to remember that this is a passing. It 

is a passing from the fallen, decaying, sin-burdened life that she had born in faith 

in Jesus, our Savior, to the promised new creation where there is no pain or 

suffering, no sin or decay, but rather perfect peace and happiness. 

Eileen was a good and faith-full servant. But it was not because she wasn’t a 

sinner. Rather it was because she received the faith in her Baptism way back as an 

infant on January 1st, 1926. And she kept on living in that faith and renewing it by 

daily remembering that Baptism and hearing God’s Word and receiving his body 

and blood in Holy Communion. 

You know, the one thing that Ken and Barb and John and in fact many of us here 

today count as their greatest blessing is the gift of a Godly, loving parent. And she 

was that. She saw to it that her family was in church at every opportunity. And 

she made it an important part of life, modeling participation in the life of the 

church through teaching Sunday School, leading youth groups, and singing in the 

choir. It stuck with her children too, who each have also run their races with 

endurance, eyes fixed on the prize of eternal life in Christ Jesus. But being a good, 

loving parent and raising children who endure in the faith, although God-pleasing, 

is not why she will be called a good and faithful servant. No, that title hinged 

solely and only upon who she knew Jesus to be and what He has done for her. 

Eileen, perhaps above any single thing that could be said about her, is and was a 

lady. That may need explaining to the current generation who seem to know 

neither their gender nor what constitutes virtue. But it once meant a great deal. 

For those of us who remember, Emily Post said, “The attributes of a lady may be 

found in the rule of the four S’s: Sincerity, Simplicity, Sympathy, and Serenity.”  



2 
 

 

The Bible speaks of a virtuous woman, a lady, as being wise, kindly, self-

sacrificing, strong, and adorned with a gentle heart and a quiet spirit. Strength 

and dignity are her clothing and she laughs at the time to come. 

All that describes Eileen to a T, but that is still not what makes her a good and 

faithful servant in the eyes of the Lord.  

Eileen did laugh at the difficulties of life. She faced many, as we all do to one 

extent or another. None of us are immune or insulated from the trials and 

tribulations of this fallen world, whether they be in the form of money problems, 

or relational problems, or disease or disability, everyone has some. Yet she could 

laugh. She would make up silly poems and rhymes, like “Spring has sprung, the 

grass has riz, I wonder where the birdies is?” She would laugh at the cat that 

would bump her like a goat, and re-named her, “Bumper.” She would laugh at the 

silly indignities of life, the spills, and the slips and the tendency for whatever could 

go wrong, to go wrong. Or sing a silly song like, “Mares eat oats and does eat oats 

and little lambs eat ivy, a kid’ll eat ivy too, wouldn’t you?“ But neither did that 

make her a good and faithful servant. 

Truth be told, despite being a loving, long-suffering wife and mother, despite 

being a lady, and despite having a discerning mind, quick wit and a sense of 

humor, she was a sinner - same as you and me. So, what is it that could possibly 

make this particular sinner into the good and faithful servant this sermon 

proclaims? 

Well, it is the same thing and the only thing that does it for you and for me, if we 

will have it!  It’s really very simple. The words of the hymn reveal it: Grant us thy 

peace, Lord, through the coming night; our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife. 

Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal 

peace. It’s all God’s doing, you see. His robe of righteousness. Not a thing we do 

can determine our ultimate fate. All good things come from God! 

As Paul wrote to the Romans: For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels 

or rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation can separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus! Only our own stubborn rejection of Him who loved us enough to die 

for our sins, can do it. By our rejection we are rejected!  
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What is the one and only thing that God counts toward our salvation? John 6:29, 

“that you believe in Him whom He has sent.” And even that belief, that faith, is a 

product of God’s Word and Sacraments feely given to you.  

Eileen received that faith. Her words at the end were: “When I awake, I will go to 

Jesus. He will enfold me in His arms.” Praise God! She is there now, freed from the 

chains of death. Won’t you receive that same free gift of Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection for you? 

And may the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

power of the Holy Spirit abide with you to life everlasting! Amen! 


