
We are the Church 

Our experiences with outside worship reminded me of the song, “We are the Church.” The first verse is:  

       The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place, 

       the church is a people. 

Simplistic as this is in theological terms, it does, indeed, have some truth in it. In Lutheran theology, we talk 

about the visible Church and the invisible Church. The invisible Church is distinguished by faith which cannot be 

seen and is known only by God. The visible Church is distinguished by confession which can be seen and heard 

and known by men.1 

The truth of these simple lyrics, however, has been demonstrated in what we have seen and heard among our 

members recently. Forced to be separated from one another (social distancing), forced to remove ourselves 

from our more or less comfortable quarters inside a building, we have still heard God’s Word, praised Him in 

psalms, hymns and spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:19), and received His gifts of Confession and Absolution, and 

Holy Communion. 

Truly, it is not about a building, it is about a people called, gathered, and enlightened by the Holy Spirit, together 

in one faith, in one baptism, in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:5). Despite the loud planes, 

trucks and automobiles, despite the beautiful but loud bells, despite the heat and the less comfortable seating, 

we still were blessed by God’s gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. We still were blessed by the mutual 

consolation and conversation of the saints. We still had the opportunity for the joy that proceeds from those 

gifts, peace that passes understanding, and the contentment that we can claim despite our circumstances. 

Look at the children as they gather to hear God’s Word, the youth as they confess their faith, and hear the sound 

of the people singing! We have indeed been blessed. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Now that our governor has removed Orange County from the Covid Watch list, we have the opportunity to 

resume worship inside the church building. We can be even more appreciative of the physical gifts God has 

given us: padded seats, shade, fans and (some) air conditioning, insulation from the noises of the street (and 

sky), and a beautiful organ and sound system.  

But we should always remember the needful things, the important things, the gift of the love of God shown to 

us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. The means of grace are unstoppable. And know that 

neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,  nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord 

(Rom. 8:38-39). – Pastor Jim 

 

1 A Summary of Christian Doctrine, Edward W. A. Koehler, (CPH, 1952) p. 239 

 


