
Lenten Mid-Week Services 

Lent is the season of the church before Easter. There are 40 days in Lent. Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of Lent and the Saturday before Easter is its end. Sundays are not part of Lent nor are they 
counted as part of the 40 days. This is because Sundays are actually anniversaries of Easter, the celebration 
of the Resurrection. So, the Sundays between Ash Wednesday and Easter are said to be “in” Lent, but not 
(part) “of” Lent. 
 
Lent is a time for reflection on why God had to come into His creation in human flesh, to live, to suffer 
and die, and rise from the dead for us. It is the time to reflect on our sin and the brokenness of this world. 
Lent is a time to remember our baptisms, a time for re-birth and renewal in preparation for the celebration 
of Easter, the greatest celebration of the Year. 
 
We mark the Lenten season by using the color purple for our paraments on the altar, lectern, and pulpit. 
Other things may be done to mark Lent as well, such as removing ornamentation from the sanctuary, like 
flowers or statues. Items that are not removable, such as crosses and pictures, may be draped with 
unbleached linen veils. This serves to remove the furnishings from sight to create an austerity that reminds 
viewers there is something special about the season; that it is about spiritual cleansing and the deepening 
of devotional life. 
 
It is time for the discipline of learning and growing in faith, for repentance and prayer. Some may even 
practice the discipline of fasting in order to focus their minds upon the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
The church often makes Lenten devotional guides available for the use of members during this time as 
tools to make such study easier. 
 
Ash Wednesday is the first of 6 mid-week services that Redeemer and most other Lutheran Churches 
celebrate during the season of Lent. On Ash Wednesday, we celebrate Divine Service with Holy 
Communion rather than a Service of the Word only. We also include the imposition of ashes for those 
who wish it. This is a powerful reminder about the meaning of the day. Ashes are a reminder that of dust 
we were made and to dust we shall return and thus our need for cleansing and purifying. 
 
I welcome all members and visitors to come and experience the worship experience of Lent. This season 
epitomizes the Christian life in its recognition of our fallen nature and our need for a savior, indeed Jesus, 
the Christ, our crucified and risen Lord! 
 
Each Wednesday, beginning February 26th through Wednesday, April 1st (no kidding!) we will have services 
starting both at 3:30 PM and at 7:00 PM for your convenience. And we will also be providing a meal at 
5:30 PM so you can stay after of come early to partake in food and fellowship. 
 
I will be presiding on the first and last Wednesdays (Feb 26th and April 1st) and Pastors Herb Percy, Mark 
Pierson, Bruce von Hindenburg, and Blaise Marin will be presiding the four Sundays in between. Come 
and get acquainted with some great pastors and preachers in the LCMS! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Jim Toma 


