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3rd Sunday After Pentecost “God’s Not Apart from Us” Matt 10 29 June 21 2020

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto 
You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen!

Our Collect for the Day starts with the words, O God, because Your abiding 
presence always goes with us…God’s abiding presence always goes with us. It is 
worth stopping and thinking about that. 

We might ask what are the things that are eroding our trust today? The social 
unrest that is happening in our cities these days? The pandemic –and whether it is 
safe to go to church? Uncertain finances and employment and layoffs that don’t 
seem to be based on any company loyalty to the worker? Fake news and a 
political landscape that seems to be comprised of people telling us that the other 
guys (whoever they are) are liars? Privacy – is there someone recording and 
noting every click I make on my web browser and every call on my phone? 
Terrorism – can I trust that the person sitting with me on the plane I just boarded 
is not a terrorist? Can I even trust that my neighbor down the street is not a 
predator or some kind of psychopath? 

The chaos and danger in this world make lot of people ask “Where is God in times 
like these?” 

Famously that question was put to a Lutheran in a concentration camp as the 
Nazis executed a young man and forced all the prisoners to watch. When the 
despairing non-Christian threw the question “Where is your God now!?” at the 
Lutheran, the Lutheran pointed to the young man dangling at the end of a rope as 
his life was choked out of him and said that Jesus was right there, that young 
man. He was suffering with us. 

The presence of God is not always something to make us comfortable. In our 
comfort, it is easy to imagine that that is just the case. But we need to pause and 
reconsider. Indeed, He has a way of afflicting the comfortable and comforting the 
afflicted. To confess the presence of Christ is not to have a God in our control or 
to have a God who is here to do our bidding. 
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So, if we do stop to take this idea seriously, will we be all that enthused about 
God’s presence? He could be the uber-NSA in some people’s minds. He knows not 
only our emails and our browsing preferences, He knows our very thoughts and 
feelings. Do we really want him that close? 

But such worries about God seem to me to be borne out of a flawed or deficient 
relationship with him. The Christian that is quite aware of his or her sinfulness, 
marvels that God loves us anyway. Maybe we have ceased to fear his judgment 
because we perceive that His presence is no longer the judge glowering down at 
us, but the resurrected Jesus who walks with us to Emmaus and opens our minds 
to perceive new things. 

A key phrase from today’s Gospel reading is, “Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? And not one of them will fall to ground apart from your Father. Fear not, 
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”

Let me simplify it. Aren’t sparrows pretty worthless? Yet not one of them dies 
away from the Heavenly Father’s presence. So, fear not! You are worth a lot more 
than sparrows to your Father in Heaven who is likewise always with you.

And let me tell you what it does NOT say, contrary to many English translations 
and commentaries. It does not say that “not one sparrow falls to the ground apart 
from your Father’s will.” That is not true of the sparrows or you. It also does not 
say anything about God’s knowledge or care in the verse, although that wording is 
less problematic. Factually, the verse in its original Greek only talks about “apart 
from your Father.” The words “will, knowledge, or care” are simply not present. 
And to put the word “will’ into the sentence is to misrepresent the will of God. 
You see, this is a comparison from the lesser to the greater, from sparrows to 
humans. The Father’s primary will is that we be saved. For that, He gave His only 
begotten Son unto death for our sins and raised Him up for our salvation.

It is not God’s will that we die or even that sparrows die. Death was brought into 
the world by sin, which is upon our shoulders. Our God is the God of Life. And He 
promises it to whomever believes in the person and work of Jesus Christ and He 
promises to be WITH us always. 
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This, we can count on. It is the true meaning of the verse. If even the lowly 
sparrow is never separated from God, how much more so we who were created 
in His image?

Indeed, Jesus said: The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10).

Isaiah tells us, For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens, who is God, who 
formed the earth and made it, who established it and did not create it empty, 
who formed it to be inhabited! “I am the LORD, and there is no other.”

King David tells us “7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from 
your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, 
you are there! 9 If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea, 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold 
me. 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be 
night,” 12 even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for 
darkness is as light with you (Psalm 139:7-12).”

You see, you are never apart from God. He cares about you. He loves you. In fact, 
St. Paul tells us, “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39).”

Deuteronomy 31:6-8 says, “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread 
of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or 
forsake you. It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not 
leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”

Jesus told us, “Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age (Matthew 
28:20).”

So, what should we expect? First, Jesus himself was hated. We are not above the 
master. Christians should not really be surprised at persecution and these sorts of 
things. His own family tried to have him committed as a lunatic (Mark 3:21). 
Disciples will encounter similar things. 
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Secondly, Jesus did not come to pat us on the head for trying hard. He came to kill 
us and make us alive again (Baptism, Romans 6:4). We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. We must be 
undone, taken apart, sanctified, and reassembled by Christ for us to be fit for 
heaven. 

Thirdly, Christianity is not a fast track to an easy life. I don’t know where people 
get the idea that because they serve Jesus things are supposed to go smoothly. It 
seems a little odd to me. After all, in passages like this one and numerous other 
places Jesus has been pretty up front with us. Being a Christian is not easy. As one 
great confirmation sermon once said it, “So you’re a Christian now; I sure hope 
you look good on wood!” 

So, we see that the presence of God is for us. He comes always in grace and love 
toward us. The old man loathes the presence of God, but the new man (Rom. 7) 
loves the presence of God. (see Epistle reading!) 

And our suffering unites us to Christ – don’t be afraid of it. The disciple is like the 
teacher, the servant like the master. He suffered, was defamed, and was cruelly 
treated. We may be as well, and when we do, we are like our Master. 

Jesus’ words did indeed describe the lives His disciples led. They were persecuted 
and harassed. Only one of them, John, apparently died a natural death. The rest 
of them were martyred, and if the legends are true, quite gruesomely. Peter was 
crucified upside down. Paul beheaded. They were sometimes chased from town 
to town. They were reviled and hated. These things were happening as Matthew 
wrote this gospel account. Those things are happening to varying degrees in the 
world in which we live too. We may well be afraid of this. And we may have very 
good reason to feel that fear. 

But there is an end point to all this. This is not an eternal cycle of random 
suffering and woe. Jesus says that before they go through all the towns of Israel 
He will come.   

He has numbered the hairs of our heads, we are told.  So, we can delight in the 
active and loving presence of God in our daily lives.
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God is not out there somewhere far away! If we believe that Jesus walked on 
water and did the miracles our Bibles tell us about, we can trust that His words 
that He will be with us throughout our lives are true, too. 

Jesus tells those disciples and us that nothing happens to us but that God knows 
about it. He has numbered the hairs of our heads, and He cares deeply about us. 
He delights in us. 

That does not mean we Christians get to fly first class while the unbelievers suffer 
the woes of coach. Jesus meant it that his disciples would suffer; so, do not think 
that our lives will somehow be free of suffering either. But our lives, every 
moment of them, every facet of them, are on God’s radar and He is actively 
engaged in them. 

God’s numbering of the hairs on our heads means He is involved, right now. It 
doesn’t always mean things go our way. Sometimes it means He walks with us 
through the Valley of the Shadow of Death!  But He walks with us! And He has 
righted all wrongs; we just have not arrived to see it yet. And He has done 
something about all our afflictions. His death and resurrection have insured that 
all our suffering will be overcome.

God dwells within us through the Holy Spirit received in our Baptism. Jesus comes 
to us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, the very body and blood of Jesus 
Christ given and shed for the forgiveness of your sins. You are refreshed in this gift 
of new life every time you receive the Absolution in response to your confession. 
And He listens to every word of our daily prayers.

O God, we praise your Holy name because Your abiding presence always does go 
with us. You are never apart from us, even when we walk through the Valley of 
the Shadow of death. Amen! 

May the love of God and the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 
power of the Holy Spirit abide in you to life everlasting. Amen!


