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Easter 5 John 14 “I Will Take You to Myself” May 10 2020
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be pleasing unto
You, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen!
I will take you to myself. That’s what Jesus says. Rather remarkable. More than
remarkable; it’s incredible! And that’s why we miss it.
I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also!
The cross looms large over this, as does the empty tomb and the resurrection.
This is the background that this Easter season should plant in our minds today. Let
that percolate in your minds a little.
We base the whole of our Christian faith on a dead man coming back to life. St.
Paul himself says, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are
still in your sins…(and you) of all people are most to be pitied.”
How can a dead man come back to life? How can a man be God and vice versa? Is
there even a god? Doesn’t science eliminate the possibility of God? That’s what
we’re told nowadays. Religion is just the fairy tales for those who are weak of
mind. Is there even such a thing as sin? Can’t we be good, if we just try hard
enough? You know demand social justice. Equality for all.
How can a person believe in God and Jesus Christ? If there is a God, how does one
know what God’s will for his life is? How can a person possibly find the Way,
follow Jesus, or get to heaven when we haven’t seen God nor do we know where
heaven is? That’s just what Thomas said, Lord, we don’t know where you are
going. How can we know the way?
Sadly, in our society people look in all directions to find a way. The world offers,
or so it seems, satisfaction and contentment in the way of wealth. It holds out the
way of prosperity as the best direction to take in life. The world offers all kinds of
attractions that become distractions from God’s true way. So, we have to remind
ourselves of our sinful nature, "Where are we going? Lord, show us the way." The
Lord tells us in Lamentations: "The LORD is good to those whose hope is in Him,
to the one who seeks Him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD"
(LAMENTATIONS 3:25-26).
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We say, "Lord, show us Your way." But then, we have to listen to what God has to
say to us. Not easy in our society. There are all sorts of distractions--the noise of
the TV, the din of the computers, stereos that blast. Yet what does Lamentations
say? "The Lord is good to those who hope in Him. It is good to wait quietly to
listen to His response."
But, we know how life goes. We don’t take the opportunity sometimes to hear
the Lord. After all, we spend more time in this world and listening to it than we
do sitting in a pew on Sunday or reading our Bibles or attending Bible studies,
listening to our Lord. We spend a lot more hours in each day doing things that are
appealing to our flesh rather than our soul. That just is the way life distracts us.
And it does distract us. It can give us wrong directions. Listen to what the Lord
says to us: "This is what the LORD says: ’Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who
depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD’"
(JEREMIAH 17:5).
So, we have to bring ourselves back and say, "Where are we going?" There is only
one direction to go. We turn to the Lord and say, "Lord, show us your way." And
He does! It is absolutely necessary and positively vital that we listen to what the
Lord says to us. Believers are reminded to seek first His kingdom and
righteousness. Isaiah declared: "Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your
ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, ’This is the way; walk in it’" (ISAIAH
30:21). The Lord shows us the path. It is not broad and wide. That is the path of
destruction. God’s way is narrow, but it leads to life. Our loving Lord calls us out
of darkness and into His marvelous light that we would live with Him. Lord, show
us the way.
We can ask the Lord, "Show us the way." And the Lord reminds us in verse six, “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life.” Lord, You are our way.
No one would know of the goal of life, if it were not for Jesus. Other great
religious leaders may get a hint of it or see it vaguely, as one might see it through
the Hubbell telescope, but none w**+ould ever come near what Jesus has
revealed. And no one would conclude that the way, the means, the access to that
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goal was a person rather than a method or a program or a discipline of personal
effort.
One old retired pastor I knew used to always preach on today’s text for funerals.
He did not like to talk about people going to heaven. He said that folks did not
know how to go to heaven. He would speak of this in geographic terms. “There is
no map,” he would say. “What is more, the dead are rather incapacitated. To
speak of a person going to heaven after they have died implies far too much
activity on the part of the recently deceased.” Instead his message was rather
simple. Jesus takes us to heaven. Jesus says, “I will take you to myself.”
That old preacher insisted that we were helpless in the grave, did not know the
way, and it was cruel to speak of “going to heaven.” That really resonated with
people. They were honestly afraid that they simply were not up to the task of
finding the way or of knowing the truth. And Pastor Schabacker told them that
they were not, but Jesus was.
The Gospel in this sermon is that Jesus takes you to heaven, that’s what it says in
John 14, verse 3. We can think of it like when a small child falls asleep in the car
and the next thing he knows he is waking up the next morning in his bed. His
parents had picked him up from the car and brought him to his bed. He had no
idea how he got there; he did not know the way he got there; but he was
completely at ease about that because he knew the ones who lifted him up and
carried him to bed.
Such a picture stresses the monergistic element of salvation. That word,
monergistic, means God does all the work. And the picture stresses the quality of
a child’s faith. It is not years of education in math or science or geography or
theology that created saving faith. It was the relationship. And that relationship
was created like most common relationships, though the elements of time, and
presence, and communication. But our relationship with our Creator God is
special, Holy, enduring. The element of time is not the brief time from conception
through infancy, but it began before the foundation of the earth.
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The element of presence is not just the embrace of a mother’s or father’s arms,
but the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in us through the waters of Holy Baptism and
through Jesus’ body and blood in Holy Communion, through the forgiveness of
Confession and Absolution and through God’s all-powerful and creative Word.
And the element of communication is not through clumsy human words, but
through the incarnate Word of God and the all-encompassing embrace of the
Holy Spirit that transcends all and penetrates into the very material of our being
and into our hearts, minds and souls, searching us out with a knowledge of us
greater than we possess of ourselves and with a love that endures forever.
The reality of God’s love is that despite us, despite even our faithless response to
His promises, He does not become faithless; He remains faithful. And His
promises are never broken.
God declared to the people of Israel enslaved in Egypt, “I will take you to be my
people and I will be your God. And He says to us I will take you to myself. His
work, not ours. But God does not simply declare his love and leave us to find our
own way. He does not say nice things about us to no effect. His word does change
the folks who hear and believe it. Jesus really is risen and He really is among us.
He said to His people through the prophet Hosea, “I will have mercy on No
Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, ‘You are my people’”
You see, God chooses us and makes us a people for his own possession. Once we
were not a people, but now we are God's people; once we had not received
mercy, but now we have received mercy. Jesus takes us to Himself.
The Way, the Truth and the Life is not a where or a how; it is not a method or a
task. It is a Who. And you know Him and He calls you by name and carries you to
himself. Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
And may the love of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the power of
the Holy Spirit carry you to life everlasting. Amen!

