Fifth Sunday of easter

May 10, 2020

Prayer
Almighty God, merciful Father, Your Son, Jesus Christ, is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life. Help us to be faithful to Him to death and to receive life eternal, for He lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
“LET NOT YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED…” (John 14:1-14) In the Holy Gospel
according to Saint John, the 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th chapters are devoted to presenting
what is commonly referred to as Jesus’ “farewell discourses” – Jesus’ last sermons to His
disciples just before His arrest, crucifixion and burial. The Holy Gospel for today marks
the first section of these all-important proclamations from the mouth of our Savior (John
14:1-14). Here, Christ links true peace (“let not your hearts be troubled”) with true trust
and confidence in God through His only-begotten Son (“believe in God, believe also in
me”). In the face of disturbing revelation (“I will be with you only a little longer”), Jesus
now gives His “children” (13:33) a sure and certain promise that in faith – in trust – the
true Church on earth will be granted all things “so that the Son may bring glory to the
Father” (14:13). John 14:1-14 has always been a precious section of the Bible. For
example, Martin Luther preached on these 14 verses extensively in 1537. In over 90
pages of text (in the English translation), Luther explains why these specific words of
Jesus deserve our lifelong study:
The fourteenth chapter and the two that follow it contain the beautiful sermon
delivered by Christ after the celebration of the Last Supper, on the threshold of
His departure from His beloved disciples. With this sermon, He wanted to
comfort and strengthen them both against the present sadness occasioned by
His departure and against the suffering they would endure because of the
devil, the world, and their own conscience. Indeed, here we find the best and
most comforting sermon preached by Christ while on this earth. And St. John
should be praised above the other evangelists for recording and transmitting it
to Christendom for their comfort, as a jewel and treasure not purchasable with
the world’s goods. It would be deplorable had we been deprived of it and had
it not been handed down to us.
This sermon contains the most precious and cheering consolation, the sweetest
words of Christ, the faithful and beloved Savior, words of farewell to His
disciples as He is about to leave them, words such as no man on earth is able
to employ toward His dearest and best friends. They show how He provides
for them out of the pure, ineffable burning heart, and how He is concerned
about them far more sincerely than any man is about the greatest need and
danger of his most intimate friend. In His concern for them, He forgets His
own anguish and anxiety, which must have filled His heart at the time, as He
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Himself confided to His disciples; “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death”
(Matthew 26:38). Moreover, His battle against death and the devil had now
reached its highest point. Here Christ richly poured out His great and
heartfelt comfort, which is the property of all Christendom and which men
should long for in all troubles and afflictions.
Furthermore, here we find the true, chief, high articles of Christian doctrine
established and set forth in the most powerful manner. Nowhere else in the
Scripture are they to be found side by side in this way. For example, the
doctrine in the three distinct Persons in the Holy Trinity, particularly of the
divine and human natures in the eternally undivided Person of the Lord
Christ; also the doctrine of justification by faith and of the real comfort for
consciences. The evangelist’s discourse here on sublime themes such as these:
how man may safely encounter and embrace God; how he may be justified
before God and be assured of his mercy; how he may rely on this mercy with
all his heart and defy all sorts of trials and temptations. And all these
doctrines are supported here so clearly and convincingly that one can
powerfully strike down all heretics and schismatic spirits, no matter what their
names are.
Therefore, it is surely fitting and proper that this sermon be diligently studied
and considered in Christendom. To this end, these three chapters have been
assigned since time immemorial as Gospel lessons between Easter and
Pentecost. Whoever wanted to could devote himself to a thorough study of
them during this season. We, too, have undertaken this task, resolved to
interpret these chapters for the common man, but especially to defend and
preserve the true and pure doctrine of Christ and of the Christian faith against
the vile mobs of the devil, whether present or future. And herewith we wish to
commend this proclamation to pious Christians as their highest and most
precious treasure and consolation, that they may learn it and preserve it with
diligence.

Prelude
The Easter Acclamation
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Cong.: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

(Revelation 19:1; Matthew 28:6)

T Preparation T
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Hymn of the month
“All the Earth with Joy Is Sounding” [LSB hymn 462]
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Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Cong.: Amen.
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
Cong.: who made heaven and earth.

(Matthew 28:19b)

(Psalm 124:8)

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
Cong.: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(Psalm 130:3-4)

Pastor: When we gather to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.
(Luke 18:13b)
Cong.: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to

everlasting life. Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Cong.: Amen.
(John 20:19-23)

T Service of the Word T
Introit

(Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1)

Pastor: Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of the godly!
I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up
and have not let my foes rejoice over me.
Cong.: O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me.
Pastor: O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
Cong.: Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,

and give thanks to his holy name.
Pastor: For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Pastor: Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of the godly!
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Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Salutation

(Mark 10:47)

(Luke 2:14; John 1:29)

(2 Timothy 4:22)

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Cong.: And with thy spirit.

Collect of the Day
Pastor: O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love
what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Cong.: Amen.
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Readings from Holy Scripture
Elder: The Lord be with you.
Cong.: And also with you.
First Reading
Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60
Stephen is chosen to serve in the ministry of the daily distribution of food and, giving a
faithful witness to Christ, is persecuted for proclaiming the Gospel.
Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution. And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right
that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out
from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will
appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”
And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and
Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid
their hands on them. And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to
the faith. And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the
people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called),
and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and
disputed with Stephen. . . .
And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . .
You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit.
As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they
killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now
betrayed and murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”
Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But
he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at
the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears
and rushed together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were
stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees he
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said
this, he fell asleep.
Elder: This is the Word of the Lord.
Cong.: Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading
1 Peter 2:2-10
Peter reveals Christ as the chief Cornerstone in which we, the Church, are being built into
a spiritual house and a holy priesthood.
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you come to him, a living stone
rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones
are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in
Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to
shame.” So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Elder: This is the Word of the Lord.
Cong: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

(John 20:31)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Cong: Glory to You, O Lord.
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Holy Gospel
John 14:1-14
[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is
enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me,
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works
themselves. “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do;
and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in
my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in
my name, I will do it.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

Cong: Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day
“You Are the Way; through You Alone” [LSB hymn 526]

Sermon

“I Will Take You to Myself”
(Pastor Jim Toma)

Offertory
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(Psalm 51:10-12)

Stand

Prayer of the Church

(1 Timothy 2:1- 4)

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
O Lord, Your Church is set among many and great enemies, and yet You have promised
that no enemy will triumph over us. Give us such confidence in Your promise that we
will not fear, and give us the courage of Your love that we may love our enemies and
pray for those who persecute us.
You have promised us the gift of Your Spirit to make known to us all truth and to keep
us in Your Word. Grant to us, O Lord, faithful pastors who will teach us Your Word
and devoted church workers who will serve us in Your name. Bless those now
preparing for church-work vocations, and inspire many to follow Your call.
You hold all people accountable for the responsibilities You have given them. O Lord,
bless our president, governor, congress, legislature, and all judges and magistrates.
Guide them to serve according to Your will and for the common good of all. Raise up
those with heroic virtue who will defend our liberty. Protect those who defend us in the
armed forces, even as You give peace to the nations.
You have called unto Yourself a people from all nations and races. Bless, O Lord, the
missionaries who bring the light of Your Word to those living in darkness. Grant to us
the wisdom and gifts of Your Spirit, that we may give faithful witness to Your Son
within our homes, to our neighbors nearby, and to the strangers we meet but once.
You are above all things, the Alpha and the Omega, and yet You have chosen to dwell
among men. Give us a glimpse of Your glory, that we may know what is good and
right and true, the perfect beauty of Your presence. Bless those who in art and music
point us to Your majesty, O Lord, and to the promise of Your future, the holy city and
the new Jerusalem on high. Move us to offer to You our best for Your glory.
We pray, Lord, that the truth of Your Word would be demonstrated to all who hear you.
Continue to bless the mission of Southern California Campus Ministry Initiative as they
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to as many people as possible in as many ways as
possible, that their message would “produce a harvest of righteousness that is sown in
peace by those who make peace”.
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Almighty God, You heal and restore according to Your gracious will. Be with the sick
and suffering and all in any distress of mind or spirit, and those who are traveling. Give
them the grace to persevere through the day of trouble, and give patience to those who
struggle with disabilities. Visit the poor and hungry with Your gracious presence and
Your gifts, and lead us to respect and love all people, from life’s beginning to its
appointed end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
You promised our sorrows would turn into joy and we would not long remember the
anguish of our labor. O Lord, deliver us from our tears and raise us with the saints of
old to know You and to live in the joy of Your presence, feasting together in the
marriage supper of the Lamb, in His kingdom without end.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Cong.: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

(Matthew 6: 9-13)

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collect for the Word
Pastor: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning.
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by
patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Cong.: Amen.

Benediction
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Cong.: Amen.
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(Numbers 6: 24-26)

Hymn

“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” [LSB hymn 490]

Easter Acclamation
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Cong.: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

(Revelation 19:1; Matthew 28:6)
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THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS: Michele Coble 5/10; Damara Wingerd 5/11;
Alisa Duffey 5/11; Daemon Bauer 5/14; Hannah Grove 5/14; Pamella Clugston 5/16.
THIS WEEK’S WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: Wayne & Penny Pereboom 5/11;
Manny & Jan Flores 5/15.
THIS WEEK’S BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS: Brian Pereboom 5/12; Doreen Zike 5/15;
Sharon Anderson 5/16.
Remember Our homebound Betty Erickson, Jeff Florer, Eileen Hansen,
Pat & Joan Harris, Jeffrey Heiner, Shari Hansen Knoppel, Robert Stewart,
George & Harriett Tisler, Marie Wilbur, and Doreen Zike.

News and notes
May 10, 2020

Opportunities This Week To Serve Our Lord And Our Neighbor
10 Sunday
12 Tuesday
13 Wednesday
15 Friday
16 Saturday

17 Sunday

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Pastor Toma is out of town through May 11th
Private Holy Communion
Sign up on the website or call the church office
Bible Study “1 John”
Pastor Toma’s Day Off
Coffee, Women, and Scripture (Women’s Bible Study)
Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio Prayer group
on Zoom video, call Karen Miller (714-330-2278) for
more information
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Private Holy Communion
Sign up on the website or call the church office

3:00-7:00 PM
7:00 PM
9:30 AM
9:00 AM

8:00AM-12:00PM

For Further Information Please Call the Church Office at 714-846-6330
Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Preschool Office Hours: Monday – Friday 6:30 AM – 6:00 PM

BIBLE STUDIES
“Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ” (Romans 10:17)
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDy

“1 John” (7:00 PM with Pastor Toma in the Fellowship Hall)

Friday bible STUDY: Coffee, Women, and Scripture (9:30 AM)
“Why Am I Joy:Fully Lutheran?” (with Deaconess Pat Anderson on Zoom)
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REDEEMER'S STEWARDSHIP
God has given each of us gifts and calls us in 1 Peter 4:10,11 to
"use them to serve one another that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ".

Offerings for April: $23,485.00
April Offering Goal: $35,585.00

Expenses for April: $24,751.00
May Offering Goal: $28,690.00

Spotlight on Stewardship 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” God has called us to be His own. He
has chosen us out of love, out of mercy, out of sheer, divine joy. The Apostle Peter says that
God has done this that we may share in His glory and joy, that we may “proclaim the
excellencies of Him” who has made us His own. And truly, this is our delight! His joy brings
joy in our hearts as well.

AROUND REDEEMER
Worship Services at redeemer Because of the coronavirus/COVID-19 all services
will be conducted on-line until further notice. Go to our website www.redeemer-lutheran.net
and navigate under ONLINE SERVICES to Video Services. On that page you will find the
most recent service videos, bulletins, and sermons. Additional pages are available for Private
Holy Communion, Prayer Requests and a button to Donate. Navigate under EDUCATION to
find the Online Sunday School page to find video lessons and related materials.
FRIDAY BIBLE STUDY: COFFEE, WOMEN, AND SCRIPTURE (9:30 AM) “Why Am I
Joy:Fully Lutheran?” This is a Zoom meeting hosted by Deaconess Pat Anderson. Please
contact Pat at deaconess@redeemer-lutheran.net for the meeting login.
Wednesday BIBLE STUDY We will continue our study on 1 John with Pastor Jim Toma in
the fellowship hall starting May 13th at 7:00 PM.
Private Confession and Absolution and/or Holy Communion is offered by
appointment. Visit the website and navigate under ONLINE SERVICES to sign up for Private
Holy Communion. The Redeemer News email also gives information on how to sign up online
or call the church office to make an appointment.
Save the dates Vacation Bible School July 13th – 17th. If you would like more
information or to volunteer, please contact Bonnie Volkert at bonnievolkert@gmail.com.

Missionaries we support
Rev. Dennis & Deaconess Lorna Meeker email at 4kenyaskids@gmail.com
Rev. Daniel & Kathy Conrad for information see https://www.lcms.org/conrad
Rev. Michael and Karen Schempf email at mschempf@gmail.com
For information on where you can send support, contact the church office.
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LUTHERAN TELEVISION, RADIO, & ONLINE PROGRAMS
DID YOU MISS A SUNDAY SERMON OR BIBLE STUDY SESSION? Check out the
sermons and Bible studies from Redeemer Lutheran on our website under Resources then
Sermons/Archive or online at www.redeemer-lutheran.net under Online Services.
WE’RE FAIRLY SOCIAL Connect with your church community!
Like us on Facebook: Redeemer Lutheran HB
Follow us on Twitter@RedeemerLCHB
…and Instagram@redeemerlutheranhb
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Daily, Christ Offers His Rich Blessings Through the Scriptures.
Suggested Readings for the week of may 10, 2020:
Sunday, May 10:
Leviticus 20:1-16, 22-27; Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60; 1 Peter 2:2-10;
John 14:1-14
Monday, May 11:
Leviticus 21:1-24 & Luke 12:1-12
Tuesday, May 12:
Leviticus 23:1-22 & Luke 12:13-34
Wednesday, May 13: Leviticus 23:23-44 & Luke 12:35-53
Thursday, May 14:
Leviticus 24:1-23 & Luke 12:54-13:17
Friday, May 15:
Leviticus 26:1-20 & Luke 13:18-35
Saturday, May 16:
Leviticus 26:21-33, 39-44 & Luke 14:1-24
Sunday, May 17:
Numbers 3:1-16, 39-48; Acts 17:16-31; 1 Peter 3:13-22;
John 14:15-21

Redeemer Lutheran Church
scripture alone grace alone faith alone christ alone
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16351 Springdale Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92649-2773
CHURCH: 714-846-6330 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net Fax: 714-840-2679
Jim Toma, Pastor jbtoma@redeemer-lutheran.net
Pat Anderson, Deaconess deaconess@redeemer-lutheran.net
SCHOOL: 714-840-7117 Office Hours: Mon- Fri 6:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Lauren Heckman, Preschool Director preschool.director@redeemer-lutheran.net
Church and Preschool Website: www.redeemer-lutheran.net ‘This is Most Certainly True’ podcasts

Clear Witness T Caring Service
Our mission is to receive God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament, worship Him
and grow in his grace and to share those Holy gifts, by making disciples for
Christ, who reach out joyfully to the world around them.
A Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 10, 2010
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