Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers
(Holy Friday)

April 10, 2020

Prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, You have willed that Your only-begotten Son should bear
for us the pains of the Cross, that You might remove from us the power of the adversary.
Help us remember and give thanks for our Lord’s passion that we may obtain remission
of sins and redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Opening Versicles
Pastor: O Lord, open my lips,
Cong.: And my mouth will declare your praise.
Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Cong.: Make haste to help me, O Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our Salvation.

Psalm 22

(Psalm 22:1-31; antiphon: Psalm 22:19)

Pastor: But You, O LORD, do not be far off! O You My help, come quickly to My aid!
My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?
Why are You so far from saving Me, from the words of My groaning?
Cong.: O My God, I cry by day, but You do not answer,

and by night, but I find no rest.
Pastor: Yet You are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.
Cong.: In You our fathers trusted; they trusted, and You delivered them.
Pastor: To You they cried and were rescued; in You they trusted and were not put to shame.
Cong.: But I am a worm and not a man,

scorned by mankind and despised by the people.
Pastor: All who see Me mock Me; they make mouths at Me; they wag their heads;
Cong.: “He trusts in the LORD; let Him deliver Him;

let Him rescue Him, for He delights in Him!”
Pastor: Yet You are He who took Me from the womb;
You made Me trust You at My mother’s breasts.
Cong.: On You was I cast from My birth,

and from My mother’s womb You have been My God.
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Pastor: Be not far from Me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help.
Cong.: Many bulls encompass Me; strong bulls of Bashan surround Me;
Pastor: they open wide their mouths at Me, like a ravening and roaring lion.
Cong.: I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out of joint;

My heart is like wax; it is melted within My breast;
Pastor: My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue sticks to My jaws;
You lay Me in the dust of death.
Cong.: For dogs encompass Me; a company of evildoers encircles Me;

they have pierced My hands and feet—
Pastor: I can count all My bones—they stare and gloat over Me;
Cong.: they divide My garments among them,

and for My clothing they cast lots.
Pastor: But You, O LORD, do not be far off! O You My help, come quickly to My aid!
Cong.: Deliver My soul from the sword,

My precious life from the power of the dog!
Pastor: Save Me from the mouth of the lion!
You have rescued Me from the horns of the wild oxen!
Cong.: I will tell of Your name to My brothers;

in the midst of the congregation I will praise You:
Pastor: You who fear the LORD, praise Him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify Him,
and stand in awe of Him, all you offspring of Israel!
Cong.: For He has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted,

and He has not hidden His face from Him,
but has heard, when He cried to Him.
Pastor: From You comes My praise in the great congregation;
My vows I will perform before those who fear Him.
Cong.: The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him shall

praise the LORD! May your hearts live forever!
Pastor: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD,
and all the families of the nations shall worship before You.
Cong.: For kingship belongs to the LORD, and He rules over the nations.
Pastor: All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship;
before Him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep himself alive.
Cong.: Posterity shall serve Him;

it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;
Pastor: they shall come and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn, that He has done
it. But You, O LORD, do not be far off! O You My help, come quickly to My aid!
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First Reading
Luke 23:34
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to
divide his garments.

“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” [LSB hymn 447]

Second Reading
Luke 23:43
And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” [LSB hymn 447]
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Third Reading
John 19:26-27
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And
from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” [LSB hymn 447]

Fourth Reading
Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” [LSB hymn 447]
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fifth Reading
John 19:28
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”

“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” [LSB hymn 447]

Sixth Reading
John 19:30
When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and
gave up his spirit.

“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” [LSB hymn 447:16-18]
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Seventh Reading
Luke 23:46
Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!”
And having said this he breathed his last.

“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” [LSB hymn 447:19-21]

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us.
Cong: Thanks be to God.

Responsory
Pastor:
Cong.:
Pastor:
Cong.:
Pastor:
Cong.:

We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

Special Music

“Were You There” Arr. Benjamin Harlan
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble,
tremble. Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you there when they nailed him to
the tree? Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? Sometimes it causes me to tremble,
tremble, tremble. Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you there when they laid
him in the tomb, in the tomb, in the tomb? Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble,
tremble. Were you there when they laid him in the tomb, in the tomb? Were you there when they
crucified my Lord? Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
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Sermon

“God’s Eyes”
(Pastor Jim Toma)

office Hymn
“Our Eyes Behold the Savior’s Face”
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Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, on this most holy night in which we remember Your Passion, grant
that we may continuously fix our eyes on You, the author and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joys set before You endured the cross, scorning the shame and took up Your
eternal throne at God’s right hand.
We thank You for enduring flogging and death in our place. As You were crowned with
thorns before Your Passion, so now may we be given the crown of life for the sake of
Your merits.
As Pilate declared You guiltless and Your Father vindicated Your innocence by raising
You from the dead, grant that we may enjoy a guiltless conscience now by Your
forgiveness and a verdict of innocence on Judgment Day for the sake of Your
righteousness.
The inscription above Your sacred head on the cross rightly declared You the King of
the Jews. May we always worship You as the King of glory, live under You in Your
kingdom and serve You in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.
As You saw to the care of Your mother by entrusting her to the beloved disciple, so may
we also faithfully care for those whom You have placed in our lives.
Your thirst for our salvation led You to endure the cross for us. May we thirst for Your
righteousness above all other things during our pilgrimage here below.
By Your death, You finished all the work necessary for our justification. Grant us
likewise the strength to do the good works You have prepared for us between now and
the day our lives are finished.
We praise You for the water and the Spirit and the blood with which You have blessed
us in Your holy Word and Sacraments. By Baptism, Absolution, and Your Holy Supper,
continue to pour out Your grace upon us.
As Your tomb was a fitting resting place for Your sacred body, may we likewise find
the grave to be a place of rest until we greet You on the day of Resurrection.,
Lord Jesus, we thank and praise You for all that You have done for us. Come quickly,
that we might soon enjoy the fulfillment of all that You came to accomplish, for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Cong: Amen.

kyrie
Pastor:
Cong.:
Pastor:
Cong.:
Pastor:
Cong.:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
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Lord’s Prayer

(Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Salutation and Collects
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Cong: And with your spirit.
Pastor: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was
willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon
the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Cong.: Amen.
Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the pains of
the cross and so remove from us the power of the adversary. Help us so to remember
and give thanks for our Lord’s passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and
redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Cong.: Amen.

Closing of the Book
(The Strepitus)

The congregation observes a moment of silence
The Christ Candle is removed at the end of Good Friday services to symbolize the death of
Jesus and is returned to its place on Easter Sunday to remind us that Christ rose again. The
sound of the closing of the Bible at the end of the service is to acknowledge that Christ’s
mission of salvation is fulfilled. Upon completion of the service, the congregation leaves the
church in silence and returns to their homes, to await the Benediction on Sunday morning.
Now we confidently await the resurrection and wait to hear the words of the angels – “Why
do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here. He is risen!”
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THE TENEBRAE SERVICE is a traditional service of the Christian Church dating back to the
Middle Ages on Good Friday to impress upon the minds and hearts of believers the awful
consequences of sin and the magnitude of the Savior’s sacrifice. The word “tenebrae” means
darkness and refers to the darkness which covered the earth at the time of Christ’s crucifixion.

Join us online for
Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday)
Go to our website www.redeemer-lutheran.net and navigate under
ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES to Video Services
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
scripture alone grace alone faith alone christ alone
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16351 Springdale Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92649-2773

CHURCH: 714-846-6330 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net Fax: 714-840-2679
Jim Toma, Pastor jbtoma@redeemer-lutheran.net
Pat Anderson, Deaconess deaconess@redeemer-lutheran.net
SCHOOL: 714-840-7117 Office Hours: Mon- Fri 6:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Lauren Heckman, Preschool Director preschool.director@redeemer-lutheran.net
Church and Preschool Website: www.redeemer-lutheran.net ‘This is Most Certainly True’ podcasts

Clear Witness T Caring Service
Our mission is to receive God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament, worship Him and
grow in his grace and to share those Holy gifts, by making disciples for Christ,
who reach out joyfully to the world around them.
A Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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