fifth Sunday in lent

march 29, 2020

Prayer upon Entering
Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Resurrection and the Life, may our gratitude for the
glorious life which Your death assures us find expression in our lives in prayer and
service until the angel trumpets summon us to come to You; who with the Father and the
Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us forever. Amen.
-Martin Luther
JESUS GIVES LIFE: THE RAISING OF LAZARUS (John 11:1-44) Michael Mayer, a
Lutheran pastor in Australia comments concerning Jesus’ raising of Lazarus: “Not
believing is worse than dying.” It is Saint John in his inspired Gospel account that sees
this miraculous event as the “primary representative” (Brown 2:429) of all the great and
amazing signs Jesus’ performed during His three year public ministry – the miracles
people will soon praise God for as they triumphantly welcome the “miracle-worker”
Jesus into Jerusalem (see Luke 19:37). Raymond Brown writes that it is ironic that “the
supreme miracle of giving life to man leads to the death of Jesus” (2:429).
Saint John directly links this miracle to the reason the Jewish religious leaders finally
acted to have Jesus done away with once and for all (John 11:45-50; 12:17-19). This
theme of Jesus giving life and the reaction it produces (Jesus’ death) has already been
revealed in the Prologue of John’s Gospel account: “In Him was life, and the life was the
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. The
true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was the world, and
the world was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to his own
home, and his own people received Him not. But to all who received Him, who believed
in His name, He gave power to become children of God” (John 1:4-5, 9-12). Just like the
first “sign” in the Gospel of John, the Wedding at Cana, the miracle results in some
receiving (believing in) Jesus (2:11). This public event of the raising of Lazarus ushers
in Jesus’ suffering and death. In this way, Jesus can tell His followers, and each of us
today who put our trust in Him, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the
glory of God?” (11:40) Jesus reveals Himself as the Resurrection, the Truth and the Life
(John 11:17-27), and it is at His glorification on the Cross where eternal life will be won
for Lazarus and for each of us.
-Pastor Daniel Harmelink

Prelude
Opening Verse
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made.
Cong.: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

(Psalm 118:24)
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T Preparation T
Hymn of the month
“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” [LSB hymn 418]

Stand

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Cong.: Amen.

(Matthew 28:19b)

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
(Hebrews 10:22)
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
Cong.: who made heaven and earth.
(Psalm 124:8)
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
Cong.: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination
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(Psalm 32:5)

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father,
Cong.: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Cong.: Amen.
(John 20:19-23)

T Service of the Word T
Introit

Pastor:

(Psalm 116:1-4, 8; antiphon: Psalm 116:15)

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.
I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy.

Cong.: Because he inclined his ear to me,

therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
Pastor:

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.

Cong.: Then I called on the name of the LORD:

“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”
Pastor:

For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.

All:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor:

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.

Kyrie

During Lent, the Gloria in Excelsis and Alleluia are omitted
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(Mark 10:47)

Salutation

(2 Timothy 4:22)

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Cong.: And with your spirit.

Collect of the Day
Pastor:

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we
may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Cong.: Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture
Elder: The Lord be with you.
Cong.: And also with you.
Old Testament Reading (page 724 in the pew Bibles)

Ezekiel 37:1-14

In this inspired account of Ezekiel’s vision, the Lord brings life back to a valley of dry bones
through his Word and Spirit.

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set
me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among them,
and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry.
And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you
know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the
word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you,
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am
the LORD.”
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no
breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to
the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these
slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and
say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your
graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am
the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will
put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you
shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”
Elder: This is the Word of the Lord.
Cong: Thanks be to God.
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Epistle (page 944 in the pew Bibles)
Romans 8:1-11
Saint Paul contrasts condemnation and deliverance, unrighteousness and righteousness,
the sinful nature and the new Christ-like nature, hostility and the peace only given through
the Spirit of Christ.
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that
is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
Elder: This is the Word of the Lord.
Cong: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.

Holy Gospel (page 897 in the pew Bibles)
John 11:1-45
The illness and death of Lazarus happened “that the Son of God may be glorified through
it” (John 11:4). Jesus’ miracle of raising Lazarus prompted His arrest and crucifixion,
whereby He would die “for the nation” and gather “into one the children of God who are
scattered abroad” (John 11:51–52). As He called Lazarus from the tomb and commanded
others to “unbind him, and let him go” (John 11:44), Jesus also calls us and releases us
from the bondage of sin and death.
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It
was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.”
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Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill,
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking
to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in
the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this
world. But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” After
saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken
him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” Now Jesus had
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus has died, and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to him.” So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us
also go, that we may die with him.”
Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that
whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming
into the world.”
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher
is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. Now
Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him.
When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go
out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. Now when
Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews
who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.
And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept.
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened
the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”
Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by
this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell
you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe
that you sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out.” The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
6

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in
him.
Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Sit

Hymn of the Day
“O Christ, Who Shared Our Mortal Life” [LSB hymn 552:1, 9-10, 4]

Sermon

“Rejoice? In a Time Like This?”
(Pastor Jim Toma)
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Stand

Offertory

(Psalm 51:10-12)

Prayer of the Church

(1 Timothy 2:1-4)

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
We come, O Lord, with the dry bones of our broken hopes and disappointed dreams.
Bind us up in Christ, that we may learn to pray with confidence, trusting in Your mercy
to supply us with all things needful to us and to our salvation.
Almighty God, everlasting Father, You saw Israel in their despair and raised them up to
hope by placing Your Spirit upon them. Join us together with the communion of saints
in Christ, even though we must for a time stand apart. Raise us up from our weariness
and grant us Your Spirit, that we may be strong in faith, bold in witness, holy in life,
and steadfast in hope.
O eternal Lord, Your Son has given us the new birth of water and the Word and planted
faith in us, that we might be Your own children. Bless Your Church and supply her
with able, fearless, and caring pastors to nurture us in Your Word. Raise up faithful
fathers and those who will teach and pray in Your name in every Christian household.
Keep Your Church in Your mercy, that she may believe without fear and love without
limit even now.
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O God of power and might, You hold in Your hand all the might of man. Give to us
good government and faithful leaders who will heed Your Word and pursue
righteousness and justice. Bless and defend us against all destruction, especially from
this deadly pandemic, and teach us to be patient and faithful citizens of this land, using
ourselves and our resources wisely for the good of all.
O merciful Lord, Your Son shed tears for Lazarus, whom He loved. Grant Your
compassion, patience, and endurance to all who suffer illness, who are troubled in
mind, or whose time on earth is short. Spare us from death now, but give us courage
and comfort far stronger by Your power over death. Eternal God, You carry the grief of
those who mourn and remember all who die in Christ. Give comfort to the grieving and
peace to the dying, and give that same comfort and peace to us who live in the shadow
and fear of death, that we would neither live nor grieve as people without hope but trust
in You at every hour. Hear all our prayers, especially on behalf of … and for all those
we name in our hearts.
O gracious God, You daily and richly grant us all things we need for this body and life.
Bless our labors, and grant us wisdom to use the fruits of those labors wisely and well,
for the care of our families, for the poor in their needs, and for the support of Your
work in this congregation. Preserve us from fear and greed as we live and work alone,
and turn us instead in love toward our neighbors however distant.
O blessed Lord, Your Word continues to go forth and bear good fruit. Bless the
missionaries planting churches near and far, bless those churches with whom we
partner in the worldwide work of the Gospel, and bless the congregations now
struggling to fulfill Your bidding and do what You have called them to do in Your
name.
O Lord, God Almighty, through Your Son You have kept the promise of the ages and
rescued us from sin. You have raised up the dry bones of a people captive to death and
made us alive in Christ forever. Sustain us in this hope, that we may endure the tests,
trials and troubles of this life and be ready when our Savior comes again in His glory;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Cong.: Amen.

\
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Lord’s Prayer

(Matthew 6:9-13)

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collect for the Church
Pastor: Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes
down from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be
preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may
serve You and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Cong.: Amen.

Benediction
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and T give you peace.
Cong.: Amen.
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(Numbers 6:24-26)

Hymn

“Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” [LSB hymn 819]

Dismissal
Pastor:

Let us bless the Lord.

Cong.: Thanks be to God.

(Psalm 103:1)
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THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS: Gabby Gasparian 3/31; Michael Wuckert 4/2.
THIS WEEK’S BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS: Cathy Tochluk 3/31; Mary Ann Crowley 4/1;
Joan Harris 4/1.
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For Further Information Please Call the Church Office at 714-846-6330
Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Preschool Office Hours: Monday – Friday 6:30 AM – 6:00 PM

REDEEMER'S STEWARDSHIP
God has given each of us gifts and calls us in 1 Peter 4:10,11 to
"use them to serve one another that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ".

Spotlight on Stewardship Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus.” This is the joy of the Gospel. There is no condemnation for us
before the throne of God, because in His love He has provided salvation for us in Christ. We
have been set free. We are His children once again, and coheirs with Christ of all the blessings
of heaven. If this does not make us thankful, nothing will.
Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at the Church Office. Online giving is available on
our website at https://redeemer-lutheran.net/giving/.

AROUND REDEEMER
Worship Services at redeemer Because of the coronavirus/COVID-19 all services
will be conducted on-line until further notice. Go to our website www.redeemer-lutheran.net,
click on resources, video services. There you will find the most recent service and the bulletin.
Breakfast Bible Study There will not be a Breakfast Bible Study on April 11th.
Save the dates Vacation Bible School July 13th – 17th and Music Camp August 3rd – 7th.
If you would like more information or to volunteer, please contact Bonnie Volkert at
bonnievolkert@gmail.com or Pat Anderson at deaconess@redeemer-lutheran.net .
Special VOTERS MEETING Redeemer members are encouraged to attend the Voters
Assembly on April 26th at 12:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. This will be a one item meeting
about admission of Tom Miller to the Specific Ministry Pastor Roster.
Private Confession and Absolution and/or Holy Communion is offered by
appointment. The Redeemer News email gives information on how to sign up online or call the
church office to make an appointment.
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Missionaries we support
Rev. Dennis & Deaconess Lorna Meeker email at 4kenyaskids@gmail.com
Rev. Daniel & Kathy Conrad for information see https://www.lcms.org/conrad
Rev. Michael and Karen Schempf email at mschempf@gmail.com
For information on where you can send support, contact the church office.

SUPPORT Vicar NADER Hanna’S MINISTRY
You can donate Thrivent choice dollars to Nader Hanna’s work with Muslims, “Salaam
Ministries”, which is a 501(C)(3) Lutheran Charity. He is part of “Muslims for the Messiah”,
led by Rev. Hesham Shehab, an LCMS pastor. Please find below short instructions on how
Thrivent members can donate their choice dollars online: 1. Log in to your Thrivent account,
scroll down Thrivent main page. 2. Under “resources”, click on “livegenerously.com”. 3. Scroll
down to “Thrivent choice”, click on “direct choice dollars”. 4. Search with the organization
name; click on “Muslims for the Messiah”, then “log in to direct now”. 5. Under “direct choice
now” click on “direct all” OR “direct this amount” and fill in the amount. You can contact
Nader Hanna at PastorNader@gmail.com or (714) 724-2985. Salaam Ministries brochures are
available in the church office. Salaam: as in shalom “peace and well-being in God”. “I have
said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation.
But take heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33.

LUTHERAN TELEVISION, RADIO, & ONLINE PROGRAMS
DID YOU MISS A SUNDAY SERMON OR BIBLE STUDY SESSION? Hundreds of
sermons and Bible studies from Redeemer Lutheran are available on our website in the Media
Center or online at www.redeemer-lutheran.net.
WE’RE FAIRLY SOCIAL Connect with your church community!
Like us on Facebook: Redeemer Lutheran HB
Follow us on Twitter@RedeemerLCHB
…and Instagram@redeemerlutheranhb
The Lutheran Hour airs every Sunday on KBRT 740 AM at 8:00 AM. A mobile app is
available on Google Play and the App Store on iTunes so you can listen to podcasts at your
convenience. Visit www.lhm.org/apps for more information.
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Daily, Christ Offers His Rich Blessings Through the Scriptures.
Suggested Readings for the week of march 29, 2020:
Sunday, March 29:
Exodus 1:1-22; Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:1-11; John 11:1-45
Monday, March 30:
Exodus 2:1-22 & Mark 14:32-52
Tuesday, March 31:
Exodus 2:23-3:22 & Mark 14:53-72
Wednesday, April 1: Exodus 4:1-18 & Mark 15:1-15
Thursday, April 2:
Exodus 4:19-31 & Mark 15:16-32
Friday, April 3:
Exodus 5:1-6:1 & Mark 15:33-47
Saturday, April 4:
Exodus 7:1-25 & Mark 16:1-20
Sunday, April 5:
Exodus 8:1-32; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:1-27:66

Redeemer Lutheran Church
scripture alone grace alone faith alone christ alone
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16351 Springdale Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92649-2773
CHURCH: 714-846-6330 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM / 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net Fax: 714-840-2679
Jim Toma, Pastor jbtoma@redeemer-lutheran.net
Pat Anderson, Deaconess deaconess@redeemer-lutheran.net
SCHOOL: 714-840-7117 Office Hours: Mon- Fri 6:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Lauren Heckman, Preschool Director preschool.director@redeemer-lutheran.net
Church and Preschool Website: www.redeemer-lutheran.net ‘This is Most Certainly True’ podcasts

Clear Witness T Caring Service
Our mission is to receive God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament, worship Him
and grow in his grace and to share those Holy gifts, by making disciples for
Christ, who reach out joyfully to the world around them.
A Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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